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TWO WORLDS

PREFACE

As the Baha'i Paith stands for an equitable
world economy, world justice and worlad peace, one may
Justly wonder why this promising new religion has not grown
more rapidly. This book tries to give an answer while
dealing with two worlds running parallel to each other.

The non-Baha'i world, following its uncertain collision
course, propelled by its own momemtum in history; and the
Baha'i world, as yet hardly noticed by the world's news
media, with a chartered course, projecting into a distant
and certain future.

While these two worlds are far apart, they
follow parallel lines which bring them much closer than would
appear at first sight. The non-Baha'i world has absorbed
many Baha'i principles, unconscious of its source, moving
unwittingly, though precariously, towards one world. The
Baha'i world, on the other hand, shedding painfully and
hesitantly its un-Baha'i inheritance, is constructing a
world order, as yet in an embryonic form, visible in

outline only, with an assurance which only Faith in Divine

Providence can give.
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The first chapter, based on Toynbee's "Study
of History", reveals that the history of the rise and
fall of civilizations can be meaningful only if we bring God
into the picture. He foresees the inevitable political
unification of the world, probably by force, but this will
only pave thw way for a new "higher religion", which,
according to Toynbee, could be the Baha;i Faith.

The second chapter deals with the movements
of the Left, which have embraced already more than half of
the population of this earth, and in the process have split
the norm™Bgha'i world in two. These radical movements are
playing a far-reaching role in history, and as we shall
see, arL complimentary to Baha'i effort.

The next chapter, drawing on the writer's
nineteen years experience in Africa and Latin America, looks
at the Third World and gives some indications as to how it
could become part of one world.

The fourth chapter describes some of the other
religions and quasi-religions, which fill a need as long as
the two worlds remain apart, including a short visit to
Red China.

The fifth chapter makes a projection for the
remainder of this century, with predictable observations

as to the outcome of the shrinking of the world's food
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supply. It also foreshadows a possible worldwide oppression,
with further loss of human rights, which may envelope
both the Baha'i and non-Baha'i world.

The sixth and seventh chapters analize the
basic difference between the two worlds. In the non-Baha'i
world past religious teachings developed in the individual
a moral conscience, to distinguish right from wrong, while
the state remained immoral and without a guiding conscience.
In the Baha'i world a new dimension in our moral and
spiritual experience is being developed, namely a collective
conscience, which should not be confused with social
conscience, and which did not exist up to now. The seventh
chapter, the kernel of this book, attempts to explain the
crowning creation of Baha'u'llah, the founder of the Baha'i
Faith, which, as far as we can see into the future, is the
only long-range basis for an equitable and just world
economy and an enduring peace.

The final chapters go back to the individual
and aim to make God intelligible and acceptable to non-
believers. The Seven Vglleys of Baha'u'llah is used to
illustrate the struggle of the human soul from the known to
the unknown world. As a corollary it maintains that Faith
in a Mediator between man and God is as necessary now as it

was in the past.
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BAHAYT I SISTORY

ancnisomeano asars tae nems sanit{ for ths first time
and 2343° V.nat 13 a sanat{?' onu cin answer: 'It is tho
religlon of tus futurc.' 7Jais is quite a statemsnt and also
souniis uozmatle, unless one has read Arnold J. Toynbee's |
nonumsntdl ten volumes "ihe dedy of History."

Tals chapter will try to snow how Jognbee comes to the
conclusicn that the Ban;’i Palth could becoms the rcligion of
an Inevitaole future world civilization.

saen toynbeet!s Yustu.y' was puolisaed, "rlsc" described
1t as "tue wost provocative work since Marxt!s Casital,” ana
Clifton #wiwan uau vois to say: “uf 3ll tosz cooks puolished
g Tor ia tals ceatury “stucy of iiistory" 13 most agsure: to be
reat g nunarse ysars [rom now. " wion ia 1547 two hunurea thousand
c.piads  Oor vae first six volumes were sold in zn abricgea eultion,
sunlilzuing Lisvory was mude, for 1t 15 20t an essy 000K LO raade
«1ile woynbeetls crucitlion anu fums were at rirst unquestionsud,
nis startling conclusion gaat uistory witaout yod and religlon

7 s

Is unintellicable, suostoentiating the 3ahatl dictum: "reli,.ion
has been the pbesis of sll civilization and progress in the history
or manxinu”,(l) Yoynvbee w=s sovverly criticiseu oy some of nis
collcgues,  nis saoulu not surprise us coulng from quarters
where ta: exigtsnce of Jod and the usefullness of religion are
uouuvted, if not .unledu,

Toynovee maug it als lifework to study how civilizations

ars oora, anu w.net .uakss thom die.

1. abuutl-l3ans, "Saaa'l sorld Faith® pe (0, «llumsttas 1971



2

eflectin, on this subject he decided that history
cannot be written witnin tne framework of nations. From a
nistorian's polnt of view, according to [oynoee, civilization
is "thne smallost intalligible field of study." Civilization
1; uefined as a system of relaticnships between individuals in
a glven soclisty at a given time in nistory. It 1s now accepted
thhat oefor: joynbee tne writing of history was nation-centured,
Just as before Copernicus our concept of thne universe was
sartin-centered.

Toynbee lists twenty-one civilizations since the
beginniny of recoraed nistory, of waich only five are extant,
anc of these our own western civilization 1is tns most slive,
thougn it too breatunes very neavily. |

28 G3MLSIS OF CIVILIZASION

Next ne asks wnat anappened six tnousand ysears azo,
when tae first primitive people cnanged tnsir way of 1ife
and entered tas upnill process of civilization? accoriing to

anthrovolozical finainzs primitive man has livsd on tnis earth

for about tiree million years. inen, only six thousanu years
ago, something unexpected hsappened. Civilization %rose, one
aftaé sanotasr, twenty-one of them, in the small span of tne
last six thousand years. wnat made tﬁese primitive people
change sO abruptly, wno were essentially static, to obecome
dynamic and taus civilized?

#4hy was {t tunat for millions of years we have no record
of any civilization, and then 3uddenly only six taousand years

840 the Egyptian civilization appeared, followed by twenty



othsrs at short intervals? If we can explain yhat caused this
change, we shoulu be able to foretell if our own Western
civilization is to survive or fall, an. why.

Toynbee first inquired whether this devzlopment nas had
anything to uo with heredity or race. 4in investigation found
eleven civilizations tied to the Nordic, Alpine and Neditera-
niah races and ten to the Brown, Yel low and Red races, almost
evenly alstributed. The possioility of a superior race, therefore,
had to be dismissed.

I'ne next investigation involved environment, whstner
climate or geographical location could pinpoint the cause of
¢nange from primitive, atatic paople to dynsmic civilizaticns?
tlere again Toynbee finds t.at wnile the Hile wvulley produced
a zreat cicilizétian tae valley o!' Kio Urande , in similar
conuiltions, uld not producs a civilization. ine great osumeric
civilization on tine Tigris nhas no counterpart on ta- Mississipi.
way did the people on ths Ysllow river arise to a great civili-
zatlon and not those on the Orinoco, Amazon or the DLanube? Any
did t1e junzles of Yﬁcntan and ths Andes of tha Incas produce
great clivilizatlions and not tne Jungles of Afpica or the iocky
Mountainas? As & consequence Toynboe dismisses environment also

as a determining factor in glving birth to civilizations.

Challsnse anu lesponse jk

Analyzing the gonesis of tae first known ecivilization,
the cgyptian, Toynbee discovars the following: Jhile great parts
of zurope were covaered by the lIce Age, Northgn Africa was an

idylic savannan with grazing aerds and happy hunters. when the



jce receded tus ralns stopped, the yreen pastures turnea into

tne uesert of liortnern Jahara and all wild 1life <ied or fled south,

following the rains. Tne people laft behind had tarse options.
une group followed the nerds south and rsmained huanters in tne
rain forosts of utnsz JSudan for ths next six thousand years. Tne
second group rsmained as nomads, wandering from oasis to easis,
eking out a precarious living .uring the following six millen-
niums, The tahlrd group procesded to tha swamp anda crocoaile
infested, uninaapited vallsy of tn: Nlle, built cams, dried out
the swamps, and changed tn:ir way of life by cultivatin: tas
land ana domesticating animals. 3y respsading to tae cnailenge
to change thelir 1ife style ana habltat they genorated asd
dynanism whien Lifted thom into th. process of civilization.
inus loynbee uev:loped nis fumous tueory of Cazllenge
and aesponse, waicn <xplaeilns tne riss2 and fall of civilizations.
fnzprs are many exarples in sistory. ‘he cnallinge or stimulus
of thes Persian wars found 1ts respoase in the Periclesn age.
The stirulus of penalization of ths Roman 3laves foun:s its
answar in an astoulsaing rali ious penatration, walca was tae
beginning of JWestern Carlstencom, carly missionaries m sponaed
to the narc saviroamsnt of tav forssts of westsrn wussia vy
crzating; the Ortaocox Chrdstien civilization. A susc:zssful
rasponse to a stimulus leads to a new challenge, s«n. if =
soclaty rasponds successfully, it «i1ll bs challsnged agaln and
again, If, aowuver, a civilizati.n fails to respond to a
challenge it signifies ths veglnning of its bpeakdown. Continunea

fallure bo{respond brings aobovt its inevitaole disiategration.

]
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Ihe challenge of our Western xarix civilization is to unify
the world, winiecn we shall cdiscuss later,

psut wny «o some socletles respond to stimuli and
others noti Why did David defeat Golkath, and the untried,
inexperienced Japanese the mighty Imperial Russlan Army and
Navy in 19042 .ny does one football team win r,ther than
the other, though both may be equally qualified? Toynbee
finds the answer in the apirit of man, an unknown quantity,
wnich cannot ve estimated nor measured oy science.

Thus we finc the genesis of civilization in the
worlda of tne unknown, tae world of (od, hence ioynoee brings
religion back into nlstory.

Some clvilizations remained arrested, like the

Polynesians, .skimo an: the Homads. us to difficulties of
environment and the hardship of survival tncey vere too exnausted
for any other response than just to nold thelr own., Tiae spirit
in them ana tine will to livs was sufficient to prevent ais-
integratlion, but was not stronis enough for a forward thrust.
Tals does not 2xeclude ths possibility of furthar advance if
and when these arrested civilizations are faced with a new
kind of challenge in a new situgtion.

sould-be 3aviors

#8 now nave to establisin the r-lationsalp betwsen
civilizations and inulviduals, for the soute of sction is
never society itself but always an indivicual or a crsative

winority. wnen a civillzation 1s in the process of dalsinteg-
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ration, like ours, tne creative spark 1s still available &nd
some individuals arise to play ths part éf & savior, Toynbee
lists fonr types of would-be saviors:

1/. Tae archaists appeal to ths conservatives,
who, like Cnﬁrchill, want to pressrve or rzsconstruct the
glories of tne phst. Inaey will hold on tenaciously and fizht

for the sbatus}quo.

| 7.:The fucurists (not to be confused with futu-
rOIOgists)‘aééénl to tne revolutionary, tas radical, who, like
Lenin or ﬂao;‘leap into an imagineua future, scrap the past,
and regar.less of cost Luild a new socisty.

3/. The saviors tarouygn .etacament appeal to the
intellectuals, who, like Plato or H.,G. wWells or many asclentist
or philosopner, presesnts a blusprint for ths future with the
detacneu attituue; "tak:; it, or leave it," and then withdraw,

i/« ‘he savior through transfijuration ippeala to
tas soul of men, who, 1ike ioses, Christ, 3uddha or iuheamuad,
afe other worlaly. [lney also presuant a plan, out uo not witan-
draw., iney transfigure men througn a new falth, anua have a
following, They make soclety dynanic agaiﬁ.

The first two, tis archaists and futurists, use
force; the last two, the saviors through dstachient and trans-
figuration are gentle., Archalsm and Jdstachmant are passive snd
static, futurism anu transfiguration are active and dynamnlc.

In an age when most nistorians consiuer God

irrelevant, Toynbee puts (od back into histqry and asserts



that relizion i3 tas cause of civilization.

Toynbee describes our wWestern civilization
(1n vol, VII-X, 1g54) as "post-Christisn" or "ex-Christian",
and blames Caristisaity for the rise of Communism. Hodern
techaology, he argues, coulu have abolisned poverty. Lut tae
west falloed to pay "the huge intorim payment oa account of
social justice" to tue puor, and in responsc to tnis failure
rarl 4arx prouuced "Das Kapital," a "Christian heresy," to
offset a Christiasn failure,

«0rld TUnificaticn.

Political unification of ta: world in ths near
future is, Toynbec writes, a "foregone conclusion,™ =n: once
it is acinlevea, Chrislianity will oe as old-fasaioned as
“parisn-pump politica."

Tne aféghtegration 3f every civilization 1is
preocseusu vy a "universal stste,” walch In "time of troubles"
i1s involved in a succession of wars, evolvins to worlu wars
with a kaock out blow to all rivals. Tas oower of these
"universal states", like the soman or Britisa Zm:.ire, 1is
ofic of ths grest illusions of nistory, oOut of the debris
of a disiantegratin. civilizgtion emeries from  anong the
"lnternal proletariat” a new "univsrsal caurch." Christi-
unity was the universasl church of Roman civilization, Islam
of Syriac civilization and Suich$sm of Sinic civilization,

Tne challenge of our ages is worlu unification

through a universal state. ‘he question i3 will it cryatalize
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around the U3A or ﬁha USSR .? It could be forcea as Sismarck
haa forced the unification of the Gorman states, Tne other
alternative, according to Toynbea, 1s through religion, but
not as embodied in the existing churches, It would have to
be a "spontaneous rally of faith, possibly eion the emergence
of a mw spiritual species."

In “Civilizstion on Irial" roynbeé foresees:

"OQur descendants , &s well as tne descendants of our Oriental
contemporaries, will be neirs to a reli:ion and a civilization
distilleu from tae teacnhings of many spiritual ~essiais, inclu-
cing Confucius, socpates, Christ, Jjuddhaz, Zarathustra and
Munummad, "

ln another vein, asxing aimself wnat coulu be the
rellizion of tas future, Toynbee listed only two p ssivle
cnoices, tae Baha'f Falth or the Ahmadf&an movement. 'he
laster, accordin; to ths kncylopedia Britannica, is a modern
Islanic sact, founded in the Punjadp, India, in 188q, oy :irza
Gaulan aumad, wino clalmed to ba a uanilversal azhdf, 0 sovement
8plit in 191l anu stresses true Islam with aamad anl
ffuha:amad as its prophets,

If Toynbee would nave named thu 3aha'f Faita only
as tae possible relligion of thé future, hse could nave bssn
accused of bias, not befitting a nistorian of nis stature,

By naaing tas Anmsauf{yans as tone only otner posaible alternats
cnolce, loynbse nas inadvertently revesaled that the Banalf
aitn has no serious contencer for the'religion of tas

future,
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MOVl OF PHE LuwD
o
In?%azgltne Uivine Plan of ibdutl-Bahe Was une
velled in New York City,I having had as its purpose, for the

first time in rellgious aistory, the systematic and orgnnizad
spiritual conguest of this earth, to culminate with the 'Héat
Great Peuco'. Cut of this Plan have emergsd verious Seven, Ten
and Five Year Plans, resulting in 3gha'f communities in over
335 countries and territories witn 19,000 local 3piritual
Asgegblies,

In the same year, lMarch 1919, Lenin called a
congress ia loscow, the first of its kind, at.wnich delsgates
from ninsteen countriss formulated waat political scientists
describod ms "ths first global politicsal progran, " wonich nas nad
as i1ts purpose the political unification of the worlg, global -
disarmament and world peace, or, as we call it in Banaty
terminolo.y, tne 'Lesser ?oucs.' This first Congress of tne
Coaintern assembled in ths midst of & raging Civil wer, when the
wbite Russian Army, supported 0y British, Fpench gnd Amsprican
troops apd araagonts was fihting the ited Army, inflicting daaéau
to tyenty million people. It was tne only Leftist Governzent in
power, uhilefi;}tist lesders in otner countries were niuing undsr-
ground, or were in prison or exilsv, It was at such s tims, when
ia Jestern minds the uisintegrati.n of the movemsnt of the Laft
was a foregone conclusion, taat abiu'l-bSshs sald: “The movsment of

1 by lary HFaxwell, then 9 years old, wao bscems amatu!lessba
ualjiia Xhenum, and aer cousia, at iotel icalpin, april c6-30
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. 2
tas Left will acquire gsreat importance. Its influunce will sproad,”

It aid spread, and today encoapassss more than half

of the worluts population, and i1ts influencs occntinues to expend,
As far back as 1907 Abdu'leBana sald: “Conslder an indlvilugl who
has amassed treasures by colonising a country for uis profit, he
bas ootained an incowparable fortune, wnilst a hundrsd thousand
infortunats peoplé, woak and puwerl 33, are in need of a mouthe
ful of bread seees rulos and laws saould be established to
resulate the excessive fortunes of certaln indivkduals, and limit
the misery of millions of tas poor..."3 And again "ihe rich, bug
fex & fow, shall in no wise attain the court of His prsssnce nor

entor tue city of contont and resignation,"* &E&Sﬁ:ﬁtlfi]

¢ want to state at ths outset that the Igaati

Faith, at the present stage of 1ts evoluticn, 13 non-political

ia cheracter, and its sdhorents sudmit with unqualifiec loyalty

to ths laws of the country in waica they reaide.s Bdaha'i{s are not
ro-Comaunists or anti-Concunists but non=Communista. They talee
Lo siaa,“ﬁﬁkassign no olazss in political or national dlsputae s,

In uiscusslng tue Lafiist moveuments, wo ars not looxking for their
shoriconings, rather we want to sketech urlefly their hiatorical
development, snd uaderline wherover thoir aims esnd methods
hermonizs wita Baha'i principles,
"Sone are too rich, some too puor, " taked from

Baha'{ writings, sounds very familiar and popular in the twentieth
Qe Jlounings from the .ritings of Sahatu'llah, p,l160

3o W00 Angwerea uostions. pe 314

Le canatu'llag, His.en “ordg, peuj3
5. lhs Jauati .s’orld, Vol, 41V, Pe 533

!
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"roverty shall cisappear." It 13.1ﬁportant tQ 1i4it
ricaes, as it 18 also inpOrﬁént to liait poverty. =olthor oxirsme
1s no oou. ‘Un:ips must be apscial laws maue, uesllng wiun thsse
eibrsmes 0f rlchzs and wianb eee 1h0 jOVeramant ... shoulu glve
sguzl, Justics to all.” >

5 abuutlezanz in fgapnatultilan an. tie Hew  srals" o pp.  146-9
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ceatury. But since abdutl-gaha stated: ®tnis ig contrary to
Justice, to numanity, to equity," the moral 1mplicacion of the
Baha'i demand for social justise is portentous,

Ever since 18il, coinciding almost to the hour
With the birth of the Baha'i Palth, new movements have emerged,
often simultaneously, in various parts of the world, With an
ever increasing insistence these movements have demanded soeial
Justics, that is, & fairer distribution of income. |

In the pre-machine age, before 1844, man was quite
saiisfiod with als lot, for be could anot aave changed it even {f
he had wanted tg, Conturies had tb pass by without any noticeable
changoe in soclety. Ths stasm enzine was the cause of a great
transition, by upsetting production and incoms, and by oringing
about a soclal rovolution with reverbsrations of unimagined
magnituds. [he machine produced in quantity while its Lenefits
ware distributed unevenly. Tas people resented thls, for tinoy
&now, perhaps intuitively, that'ﬁa(hmxa entered a period of
soclal evolution waon equity became a virtue within reach,. TQQ
keynote of all subsequont mass movements was soslal Justics,
*Toe fury of ccnservative forces," writes 3aozhl Effendi, “the

opposition of vested intesreats, and the cbjections of a corrupt

and ploasuresesesking generation, must be reckonsd with, resolutely
resisted, and completely ovarcomo.“6

In thie cuapter we shall dlacuss the Lauor,
Cooperative, Sociulist and Communist movemonts, whose bezinnings

wore contemporansous with the Baniul'ura.

6e Advent of Livine Justice, p. 35
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The Labor Fovemsnt

Ths unprotected workingmam man was emong the
first to ¢smand equity. isut nis volce was not heard until
workers organized into unions. In unity labor found its strength,
but unions were made illegal. An Amoriecan Judge called unions in
18412 "a criminal conspiracy.,” Due to public pressurs, in 1642,
tho first law was passod in the United States sllowing workers
to organize into unions, provided they d&inot ourt the employam.
This law diu not solve the conflict between capital and lebor,
un ths coatrary, it intensified the strugzle, for capital, deriving
its incoze from profits, had to nold down expenses and wages, while
labor, aspiring for higher wagoas, remained in continous conflsct
witn t.e employers' iamediats interests.

saa dompers, founder, life-long supporter snd then
Presldent of the .merican Federation of Lador mot AbdutleBana in
1912 in «ashlagton. Uafortunstely we have no pecord of btais
alstoric meeting,

In 1920 3uprems Court Justice James Van 3iklen
ruled: “fng courts must stand at all tices as the represeatativaes
of capital, of caeptalas of industry.® Ihe owners fought labor
unions vy legal anu other mesns. Lavor fought buck and blood-
shed was not uncommon. Tiere are many mertyrs in the ennals of
Labor. A comittee of tue United Stébas Senate reported ia 1930
that Ansricen manufecturers spent eighty million dollars a year
hirinz lador spiss, which, according to 3lenator LaFollette,

“proved to be one of thv most sffoalive wWeapons in destroying
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gonuins labor collective bergaining activities on the part of
workers." is a protective measurs the dagner Act was passed by
Congress in 1935, barring employers from interfering with union
organizations. In consequence, the imorican Laocor movemont had
increased its membersiip within ten years from four to fifteen
million, '

Thers is no lon;er any doubdt tnﬁt lador unions
bave improved the stendard of living of all workers, ey have
fought often witu Questionavle means, againat sn 1nequ1tublo

situation, for a falrer uistridbution of income. In 1871 aboub

254900 workers marched up Broacway, asking for an elzht hour day,

It took them mors than seventy years of unrenitting effort before
tals and other improvements in working conditions were univsersally
recognized,

The unions exerted also an educationsal influence
on the workers. Jhe administrative structure of unioans is
oFganlsed locally, nationally, federally, and in many ceses,
even intornationally. Kach member 1z treined for collective
®ction by reyularly attending meetings, whera they vote for
officers and delcgates, ulscuss finsnces and formulate their
common problems. |

Hany millioas of imsrican C.I.0. members pledged,
before joining a union, that thoy would "never discriminate against
a fellow worker on account of creed, color or nationality,"
Most unionas educates their mombers not to differentiate against

others oa aceount of race, cclor or creed, There are million o
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woman unlon members deman.ing equal pay for equal work and tous
‘emphasize ths Baha'i principle of the equeality of the ssxes.

The diffsrence botween capital and labor, however,
has not been resolved, rather, it has becoms more pronounced,
Ths union novement has brought n§ solution to the provlsm, for
both capital and labor remained sntagonistic.to sach otuer within
our competitive system. Only an integrating force, representing
the interests of both, could solve the problem, Jur western
Comocratic aystenm, innerently divisive and individualistic, has
nat found ths angswer.

we may e&dd, hLowever, that postwar germany has
succssafully developed the principle of "Mitvsstimzung,” walch
mgzns toet in incustries employing more thsn aundred work.rs
obout one third of tae biroctors of tae 3oard are workerat
rerresentatives, Ths results wers so satisfactory, that Sweden,
Horway, France and Belgium are now adopting the sans system,

T3 Coonerativs Vagvamznt

On Lecember Zlst, 13il, the year of the Zab's
bistoriec announcement, twenty-eic nt “nilishmen sterted a ncw
venture in Rochdaia. “ngland, with a collective invostment of
ong ouandred and forty dollars, within a hundred years, the capital
of tnls venture increased to five huadred and twenty million dollars,
Tho membarship of the cooperative moveaent in .nglani alone
expandsd In the same period from the orig;inal twenty~elisht
meabers to eight million, Cooperatives have since been established
in more than forty countries with a total mambership of severd

hundred million,
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when in 184L, tne twenty-eight founder-members

Opened the first cooperative stors, their neighbours ridiculsd
this unusual venture, and were certain that it would fall, The
motivating idea of these twenteright worxers was to reduce the
income of the rich and channel apart of it to the poor. If the
poor would associate in cooperative eatsrprise, it was hoped the
workers themselves could Jointly own anc enjJoy the benefits of
bl business, which hsd nitherto been an exclusive doxein of tﬁo
rich.

the basic difference between privats and cooperative

enterprise i3 that, in a private business, each shareholder has

‘83 many votes as shares; in a cooperative ehtarprise, eacn member
bas only one vote, regardless of ths numder of shares nhe owns.

In a private business, profit is divided according to ownership,

In a cooperative profit is divided according to patronage, that is,
to tos extent members bDuy as consuners or sell as producers, The
eln ofcooperatives is to avolish 8xcossive private profit, but
no: necessarily private capital, Cooperatives also aim to trans-

. fer control of natural resources and monopolistic enterprise from
‘a few wealthy owmers to the many producers ani consumers,

Through cooperatives the indivikddal discovers a
newpqwsr in himsslf, gbtained through collective effort. The
unequalbar jalning position of a pPoOr worker facing a monopoly

or tpustngs been considerably lessened by cooperatives, notably
in Ensland,\\awﬁdan and Lenmark. The Scots, who are fzaous for
recognizing \a\good thing when they aoce it, Jjoined cocoperatiwes

to the extent of\seventyarivo per cent of their population. Of all
\

\

\

A,

A
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Of all swedes, forty percent are membera of cooperatives, owning
hunureds of factorics and dying a conaidorabls part of
swaecent's ratall trade, |

Cooperatives have alsc a greet educational walue.
The prse-industriasl gge was essentianlly agriculturgl, wita eacn
man for nizselfl, giving birth to the individualistic laissez
fairs pnilosophy, which liiited moral and sociql responsiovility
to ths indivual. It naﬁéeducated indiviisualistic worxers,
crafiomen and farmers to work with otnsrs, not as ownsr with
Hspioyes, whlch 1a relatively easy, but as oguals, waich i3 more
difflcult. Cooperatives, too, nave taeir reguler meatin.s to
oloct their officors, approve mianutas, discussx finances,
foraul.to p-licles and stimulate fzllow orkers to saare
rasponsioility.

Ths cooperatives ars an answer $o tas neads of
tae age, and willl undoubtedly continus to exart a benaficlial
influguce, nelp contridution, bhowever, is ovapshadowad by
Otusr social forces, mors iasistsnt sod militant, alaing for
the 3axe end in view, equity. ror “equity is tzas most fundaszental
&song human virtucs.®

iz odul Ll soVoiiZaR

Accorclng to tas american journel of sociolozy,

the word soclaliss was first used by Leroux in 1645, tus sacond
year of the Baha'i ora. Jsocialisz ia defined Ly webdster's

dow Intornuvional Dictionsry as "a pclitical and econoaie

tacory, tae esssatial fsaturs of wihica is goveramcntal coatrol
of econouic activities, to the end tnat competition shall glve

way to cooperatioa and that tho opportunitisa or life and the

Pawarus of labor shall be equitably apportionode® This definition
7. oaua'u'llan, bahatl sorld Falta. . 111
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compares wita the following Saza'l referonce to: "A world
lagilalature, wacase meassrs will, a8 the trustses of tns whule
of agakind, ultimataly control the eatire resources of all tas
cdaponent nations and will ecnact such laws as shall be required
to_regulate the 1lifs, satisfy the noods and adjust the relation-
ships of all races and peoples.“8
The fundamental distinction batwsen ta= socialist
and capitallst systoms 1s taat, while the soclelists onvision
a atate controlled economy rogulatiog prices, production, and
incore, the capitaiisc scuool upbolds the free entsrprise
8yatea in whlch tas regulator is bhellaw of supply and denand
in a froe markét, with as liitle governmwent intsprforence as
possiblce Yke soclulists claim thet without state eoairel
nctional income cannot be distributed equitably, nor coculd
provucticn anu prices be regulated to provent the pecurring
recsssions, laflatlions and uuemélaymant.~unich have oeen
¢aaracteristie of free, compoetitive economies, Socizlists
would have to add to it now, that control has to bs surranational,
Ths classic soclalist exaaple 48 th: csse of a
son inaneriting two huadred thousand dollars, wiich brings him
an lncomo all his life. Fnishelir could therefors live confortably
withouu work, enjoying the products and services of othura
without coatriouting anything ia return, After his death thas
estate .ould pasa intact to hls son , and so froa fataer Lo son
for ever, sstablisaing a privileged class enjoying unearaed
Densfits by mere title to a fortuans. ials classic sxanple has

lost some of its validity since the introduction of graduated

8e 3hoghl Lffentl, world Order of BZaha'u'llah, pe 4,0
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income &nd inheritance taxes, whlen uort'orlginally advocated
by Gabg'u'llgh. "It 1s then clear and evldunt that the repartition
of excessive fortunes amongst a ssall numwber of individuals,
while Lhe masses are ia cisery, is an infiquity and en injustice"’
“ne objection of socialists Lo private ownersaip
and euntﬁol of factories, xzines, utilities and other colmercial
eaterprises 1s toat the owners can take undus adVantéaé; |
nationally and intsraationally, of workers and consumers. Judha
eXceasoad, tae soclalists clalzm , can be reme.uled only if thas
p&o;le taat 18, Lue state, or, wore effectively a world :
govarament, assuxne coatrol if uot owssrsulp of such enterprises.
3oue sociallst countries, Like jwusden, wiich aas
Lol uauur a soclalist joverament for bae last tweaty five
Jourg, ieft alaety percent of its induatpy undsp privats'owaer-
s2lp, bLut wite Its psote of Income tax up to aizaty perecnt,
it uas reacasd ons of iba tlgnest standaris of livins, and has
woolisnea poverty and sluus,
sBe gra.ual adeptation of soclalist oo rans
liks Worimen's compomsation, unem.loyxunt insurance, ponsioas,
ngiloare, goverament coatrol of puclic utilitiss, transsort end
@oudp0iles, nave greatly lsproved ths lot of the majority in
oapitalistic‘countrlaa. fagy have, bowever, 2ot asclved basie
prodleus llXs national security aad world poacs, for tue soverei:a
natioas still rofuse to hsed 3ahatutllants injunction that:
"Tals earta 1s ons couatry and mankind 4ts citlizens," and .
tuut we have decoxs "a world of interdependent nations and
that thes advantage of ths part is best to bs rescasd by tue
adveataie of the whols." 10 The part cannot be healad, if the

Yo aBdull-lana, 20m0 inawsred ueasticns, D.310
10e wiogal oflfonal, rFroalsed ay 13 Jome, pe 127
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whole is not well.

The Communiat Movem:nt

slthin slxaontns after the nirth of tas Poundor
of The Bana*i Faith, Carl Farx was born in sarmany. la the fourth
yeer of the Bah;;i'ﬁra the Comaunist manifesgto, tae moat
celebrated socislist document, which 18 a éall to the workars
of the world to unite, was proclaimed in Paris by larx and Ingel,
and 2 movamonl of nope and terror was launcaed whica alrsady
has enconpsgsed éi:;;é;yzguatries and mors than on: talrd of tihe
nuuan race, ’

Harx nazmed ths first group he founded "ine League

,Qr\- GVGL
of the Just,” as If hs uesla—sewe known Saha'ulllan's wopis:

*lie vest beloved of all things In ily signt is Justice." =

For nis reacical views iarx was parsecuted and exiled Lron «orw
@any, Dol ium end Prance. Ho fiaally sottlec in Loauon, whare

ho lived and died in povarty. His forty jyears of marriec 1ife

“to a cdescondant of the Luke of aruyle 1s considered a zscsl of

effection and respectsbility,

Hisztory, to Carl Laorx, was a stru..le for «d-
vantepee e saw tnls conflict umong ths rulers and tetween
classes; slavs agninst master, sepfl againat loprd, Je prodicted
the next strug:ls cotween tie worker and the bourgeoisie, and
its cutcome: n classless socisty ruled by the dictatorsalp of
the proletariat.

¥arx, ths athelist, bslisved that aazn is movad

prisarily by self-interest. e offaped no explanation for tie

11, Zidden words, p.3
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moral compulsion in man, nor for the self-sacrifics and
compassion of so many of his sarly followers. JItrangaly
enousi, iarx feared the powar of the astate, and therefora
belloved tnat it would g%itnar away in & classless society.

fiis {irst successful followers appeared in
ausaia. 'rnay wers detsrminzd 0 cheange man and to improve
tas world, Prersecution, sxile,evan doath did not temper thalr
fanatic devotion. anong tas most outstanding wes Lenin, who
saiu: "Our tesaching 1s oot a dogma. «@ know toa direction, But
only ths vxperisace of millions, &3 tiey move to thae task, will
siscover ths road.” |

The communists? first historic conzress in
lilusk, sltended by oniy nine dslegates in 15%8, proclaimad
tao "iussilaa soclal semocralic Labor Partye" The sacond con-
Sless was 0eld in srussels lo 1303. fhere the revolutionaries
8pait Into two parties, the asjority, itne solsiheviks, iasisiing
witi Leonia for an all-out revolutlon and dictatorship, wiile the
aluority, aaa”ﬁédéhaviks. were sdvocating th: capturs of sxisting
states by peacelul &d coastituticnal meens, and becane the
soclalists of todaye

‘The dolsneviks took ovor the govornngnt of
ikussia in Hovemoer, 1917, wita less vicleace and bloodsunsd toan
any otaer social revolutionary reglae in nistory, asccorilag o
Profe oeileice scuusun of silliams College. It was only whea tioe
wiile nussians, supported by western democracles, athczed and
fonsated a civil wer, that Leain astablisihed the first tgtali-

tarian gtate of ths contury. And 4t was only then that the class
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struszle in huasia became terrifyin; and ruthless.
Prior to the adoption of tas Sussian Constitution,
2 nuadrea taousand €opies of 1ts araft wore publishsd in a1l
lanjuajges. 3Gell a ©illioa maetings were hasld with thirty-six
ﬁilliaa peopls altending, to discuas the constitution. Many
taousania of proposed changes wsre nads, whica wera sifted
til forcy—burea_suen raconmaendations were adopted in tne
J%{f“,gé final uruft. ‘ias soviet Coustitutlon i3 ths first in recorded
| kistory for walcha the population was consultsd in mass mestings
belora flunal approval was ;ivan.
slace tas :ba'l foram of goverawsnt does not
proviae Ior ospouaing polltical parties, tas following explanation
By & aizn official of tae .aussian onseparty systes is notew
wortiy: "Jevoral pertioes, and consequsntly, frascos for vartiss,
caa axist oaly is = 30cisty in wZlca tacre are asatagcalstic
€lasses..s 887 cepitallst and workers, landlords an perasants, elc..
95,1 14 the Lessseds bLiiwre are only two classss, workers and peasants,
waose interesis arc uot costile but frisncly. isnce, Liere is
G0 ground 14 a9 UeleSaeite Lfor the existonce of several parties,”
it la interssilng Lo note that ths Soviot concsption of
dsmocrucy is & systea of government in which ell antsgoniskse
Lave bees resolved. 7Tho cozmunists belisvs that true dzmocracy
is impracticavle ia countriea diviaed by political pariies and
conflicting econoalc fntereats. Iheir legislative, judicial
and sxecutive branch of goverament is not divided elthere
}"\ ia Uhe Ueusveiie all productive property (as

distioet frou private propertyl), is owned by the stats, or by
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cooperatives, or by collective farma. A Russian can own a
handicraft snop or a farm, but he cannot hire help. According
to the Constitution pily the Stqte can employ otners. In sone
Gommunist countries, like Poland, g private factory owner could
employ up to tuonty}ive workers.

Article 123 of the Soviet Constitution (1936)
states: "any direct or incirect restricticn of the rigzht of,
Qrs conversely, any estaolishmeont of direct or indirect
privileges for citizens on account of tneir race or nationality,
as well as advocates for racial or nstional exclusivensss or
hatrod and contempt, 1s punishable by law." Ioses, & FProphet
of Jod, dscreed: ".o not Kill, do not stegl." .als law has veen
incorporated into the legal system of all civilijed couantries.
Bané'u'llén, w20 13 also a Irophet of God, decreed the anolition
of raclal and national prejudics. fhe Usdedene a3 the distiac-
tion of having?%%% first céuntry in the world to incorporate
this law into its legal system.

The UsSe3eiie 18 a federation in whlca eaco ethnic

group 1ls guaranteed cultural autonomy and locsl self-detsrmination

withhlin the economic and fedural system,
L [} B
Soviet menn%};;ﬁzlggzgﬁ\assembly or councile.

jto’\‘"—““ -
A Communist's 1ife is cloasly tied webth soviet or assembly

meetin_s, 4n factory, collsctive farm, municipal, re;ionzl and
higher lesw ls. On sach levoel consultation is solicited, sroup
decislions arc made by majority vote, dslegates are elucted,
until they reacn tue Hational Party Congress, wiich meets svery
five years and elecls the Politburo, the highest authority in

the lanu.
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ine 5ov1et§. having the second most powerful
economy in the world, can Jusily boast for having been firat
with the e bomb, space snip, mac in Space, I.CeBeMe (intore

l Seoad 23

coatinsntal dalllstic missile,) and supersonic aiprlinsr.Viife
OXpuCtancy nas veen increased from forty yesasrs 1; 1530 to ¥@x
ssveuty yoarse. It was the firat country to estaslisn universal
frae sducation and froe modicel care. vegulug, and its need,
bave ovsea abolianed. s0men receive equal pajy for equal work,

Tuls migat be the rigat place to elavorate
Sho.ul alfendi's followins statement: “ihe chief fdels in the
desecrated teawple ofmaniind are nons other tnan tue triple gods
Of sutlonsllsa, waclalisa usnu Coauunlsa, abt wivse alisrs
gvvernacnie aau peoples, wigetasr democratic or totalitwrlan,
at peace or at wor, ultus Zast or of tie “#est, Christian or
Islaule, are, in various forms and ia diffcerent deirees, now
worenlpping.” 1€ Laen Lhogal sifendi spsaiis of Hatloualisa,
witlen genoerates aatred aad wars, ae Joes not include patriotisnm,
for a panat{ dosires "to serve in an unsellilsa, uaosteataiious,
and palrictic Irasalon, the ulgnest laterssis or tae couatry
to walca as velongse® i3 #1d when ae speada of haclaliags,
allca Aals0 caussos batred and wars, ne uoes not want to suppress
tas diversity of ethnical origins, of languagzs and tradition,
Or raclal ainority riguts. Jind wnea oo speads Oof Coamunlsa,
walchh s=lso bas bson the causs of natred aud wura, ani walca
haa dop:rivad its oitizeas of basic civil ribhts,égnica &re
probacly of a temporary natura;\ha does not condexmn tue

socialist and huzmaaitarian achlovemonts of Co:munism, to gome

of waich we aave referrec volora, h

12, tus rroadasa Lay is Cows, poll?
13, Gulaance Ior Joday &ad (ONOrrow, pelld

e
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® he Usledeiie nro-uces in two asou a hulf workin:
days a8 wuc. wo&lbti a3 Tsurist hussia produced in ths waocle
of 1913, (isnchesver Guardiaa, l3..ove 1977)
"nnssiu Is tae la:gest pro.ucor ia tae worla of oll,
iron, sitezl, csmont, refrijsrators, a:c. Tane Mvas ({ear llans
Liuncnza ia 150 are credlved witn nutiplying Soviet out»ut
50Qfdld Trom 1913 to 1975+ Ueled econo:lasts calcul :ted taat’
from Lybo ﬁa 157l vias soviet deder’e (Uroass nxtidnal.pro:udJ
nad 20 annual growtin rate close Lo je(.s Comnparsa Lo asoub k
colis TOr vas Usae” |
CLyfs sxoeetancy 1s 19 yuurs. 5y 1270, tas Sovist
Union aac th?r ai_nsst rstlo of doetors to sopulatioa ia th2

Warlid = 3.8 coctors for eacn 10,000 pursons, cotipirad t9

’

1560 in the Us, tuousn aealth cars, whica is frze, 1s far .
pa2low asstarn stanwards.

X oo aUooXlalis, sdenurick Jmita, (Hefesimas Calsefl o FHoscaw office;
spaela LOOKS Lblu, Lonuon, p. y7=-206Y
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uf tae four mavomehts ws have discussed,
Coamunlisn itanda out as the wostly wldely spresd, most _
militant and probavly tho wost attractive to ths poor, wao
are "half of tae worluals &vh;illion people and have & poar
capita income of less tasn y 200.00 per year. iAccording to an
ioQuiry of the .orld 3anix, Wasniniton, nine hundred millioa
paople subelst on lass taan 5 7500 & year in an enviroanent
of squalor, hunger aud aopclessneas," L

and es to tue future of Communism Lenin himself
said: "oaly the eapcileace of wllliocns, as tuey move to toe
tasic, will discover itae rgad.@

Althaough the Uslelelle I8 a‘g;dless 3tate, not
4li Lusslieos are atnelsts, nor do all .sstornira act as

Carisvleanse. I Is reposrced thaab aboubl cono analf of the psonle

i aussia belicve 12 Jjou, wilenh is not far off th» ratio of
SRS N

. J
Vi asat. sﬂV“”tLq

sie Lfianal forzula for tas rsdeaption of th
rld nas not been writvten eslituer in the T.s.3.0. Or in tae
Vedeae ag 3uzll couis vack to this fornula 3o tas Lif4t

cim;; Cele

11{0. q :L.:. SethS .1‘775
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Insert 24

Accoruiny to & soviet publication "3cience and Religion"
as many as half of the newlyweds in some areas, jneluuing Mo8COW,

an half of tne newoorns

were having church weddings gnd more th

were belng pbaptized. - _ ,
THERUSSTARS, Hendrick smith, peoeT




i
e

Chuprer 11X

CLadil  ue  Cuirogs

altbougn abdutl-suuals Jivine 71en for tag griritual
conguest Of tuls earta was uavelles in 1915, She Lana'l comaunity
wWas too amull mas 00 loosely kuit to take up tae saslileage
syatematlically until 1937, whan ths rirst Jevaaviﬁar Plun vwaa
luunciods  at taet time ﬁan;'ia wors resluinz in foriy fourp

s

coualrios, ajving six hun.red eighty thres local wuiritual
acsenulles. uiace tasn tals ngW nsscent rsli.ion uagd reaschsd
Lirce aunured tiirty {ive countriss op desendencios wivn
g:z:&;swn thvusane lucal opiritdzl issomoliss,
‘ w8 GO uuk wanl to cusil on statistics, sor 13 4t
wWitala our gcope to deserics this PUAILNUNALl @X53usl0M, walitGs aas
N0 parailsl Lo relllcous alulory, calbary w2 went to 1iwit this
Cdinbary, even ut tus risc of Leiug pefs0aal, w2 Lur owa sanziiences
La africa anu sasin viorlen, wlig spetics focus qu we oy clpsh
oL cultures, tus clssa of two $00148, Of walcl wa weons varsicipancs,

uring tuls peclod of turoivurial CapLusicn iy
Wila and I voluitssred to 2Rr0gere w0 hau Dl susersc wau Juar in
Ve : P

aezusla, foriesn years in .outh rica and (o ranrs in nexico,

mskdng & total of u*“ﬂ o oJears of unusual egssrlancss and
RuvVoa.uiese Juv Peat Of Las Lims our Buie Was Ao sontreal, froa
wiiars ue Lravellsa, Spdaking evuul ovupr Falib, all over tae Wasisn
dealspuere anu Luas yreaver part ol (s Lasteri,

slice tils CJQJvGP Gowiy 20utly wita porsonal

lipressions $a to airﬁ ‘orlu. aii. slnca ths reader mi.nt wondep
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fro: «nere we ot tue mwoney to finence tisse trips, ani wiat made
Us ¢o 1%, a oriel wuto-viospapulcal sketch aight L& insortisc nere.
429 1 wad rifteen years olc¢, an sustrelua friead
told ae, tuab ne asu read in a J8rman auwipaper of tue Gasth in
Yalestine of an important PEr8ONAZ0, W0 supposesly nad similarp

tcoala to sine, aamsly a world s0veraucnt, & uwailvergal coacspd

-

B

of etuics and world paace,

UL was LOow ©luse 1 Cams Lo the

b&uéii Faitua ia ljel, waan abdutlecunatys pa39lag was rensorited in
i world's uresg.

fae firsy seven-jears of my edaucaticn I hau
recelved 1a uucarisu 5¢u00ls, end was coavertes Lo a3 {arviat
A ouailliouadlal as any stuer sood nungzarlan.  Tas ezt Lwo jaarg,
<A wirman sesools, L 0Gu Giscovepsy Lo ay reab alcspoeintowat
Ladat serman literature and vulbure I'ar surpasasd tue RRVESIPE 55 1 + Y8
R Lraasylvasia Decwas Hart of sumenla, gy fatluerts econcule
Cirewsstaneus nscecilabed taab 4 Spenw oy last tarse yesrs i{a a
wanenian adoa seLool, wasre I Glscovarsd to 6y sueprise Loat thelp
CUlluie wus suca rlcuir and Bore exbuasive tucan [ aas wsan wsde
O velleves Uy tals Lime I asd SdUa ol naltlivasdizn , wie wag
longlag for a world, wisra 2dl @mza wsre treatqa Quuully, re.ariless
ol matioaulity or creed,

Jor, I.&a; 8i0g In tusse svaools & wag AXgV 304 tO
wizeriainstion not only on account of n¥ natlonality out also,
8au thia was worse, bacause of tae allgion of gy nwredts aich

1 a0 longer suired, iaay of Wy Contswoorurios, wiuv nad 3isu lust



7
their reli fous ties, found componsutlon anl & new lientity in
4lonism anu Sa lta nationalistic aspirations, i could not shars
thelr fiolings since by tals time 1 was already coavincad tzag
tas timo for naetion vuldiing waﬁ over. 1 naed develope. an
ataeistic %ailoaog&y, wilen I calledy fiumanist, considering myself
& cltizen of the world, agacriwing to world foderation with korld>
¢ivilizasvioa as tae ultlmats zoual,
1 w83 twenty when I landsd in “ontraal with
el ateen dollars iu sy peckst, and went to sll rea public
sotures %0 leurn wn;list.  T.abl Wi Low one sunday aftrraoon }
atlondew ay Cirst ssaatl neetin:, thoe most fateful turaias point
1 ay ilfe, &b vnat time ths wnois canééian suaatd cowaunity
Conslstou kn sontreal of a snall group of wolledresse:d e, wall
Qrov at up ladles snd gantlemon, and 2 similar bul smailop sroup
L VLncouvere W8 & noor fasisrant ooy, I £21% Vory auliword and
OuL Ll piate. Joal we, lasaita of iy dinnuts shyness, laeir
vildlEO Vusorve, ans tua barriep of lansuage and eul.uis, cauld.
slay Ltosstasr, d.velos a warnth and an gnuuring: fricncendy,
Luseilies to tus powor of tuis Saltae
cawugh I cawws froo a very diffarant and ciastant
world, I could merry ons of Shaiw aoratsrs, and witn uy osasati
pas.port santerea sany Aglo=saR00 Dovte Rcerogs Canade and Las Uedeie,
“098 cours otaolwlse mlgnt havae reasiaou closed, Tausxs  for
tas firat time fn my 1ifs 4ths clasn of culturcs aad bess overcoms.,
Ou s LG tho Guastion ur flasnces Wflor Luving

workea as lavoreyp, clsawagier, offica Yoy, salosman, I nave nad



learnad eanouga usnglish to apply Loy employmsnt among the great
corporationss I found dub nowsver, socn sasugn, Qhac 1 5ad ao
chznes dus to ay dackgrouwnc, Thus I had to becowa an Lmpors
ags3at, tuouga I was warned tnat ny chancses for gﬁrvival wora very
8lixn. Inspite of the deprossion years someshow I ¢idi survive, and
waen 1t was decidsd to estzblisi ths Faith In 2oronto, I opsned
a brasco office tuereo, glviaz m: the wasrewnital for regular
visilts, Latser, woen tae Juardisn called fopr sana'l communlties
in avery pravidoa of Canads, I extandsd my business aid saue
annual journays across ths country,

saait I arcdvaed for the first time in legina,

e A5
Jn8Kaloaswan, 23 arraagoasasy bad bsesn walds for & lecturs bnefore
<22 Jassitute of Iatsrascionel affalrs, I pesemoer standing on
the 2lutfcrn, faclin asout Iifty stran.ers, witi: no other szaatl
1 Gaat yoon op, o0 bthat matuvor, ia Jssxabenswan, o proclsain
for ths firsi tixs 22 tiat provincs the Call of luia'utlloa,
Slnca I was a youny and untried u&licwar, I had to raly on {ae
souer of my falta, for lack of asay other ﬂara {1mmadlace morsl
support, snd taz reauwit wes overwihelmling, Cong:qu ntiy I was
laviuvad by s, dod sitins to aduress an asazomoly of ais .1 oo
3enonl, and avary year tns P:oplets rorum , walics was ab taab
tino Hegina's larjest edult education activity. »

“ien in tas Fortiass tas call wenz.oub for »nioneers
ia Lstin Amordca, I oponed sn sxcort departa:nt of my co:pany,
walen péia for our yearts astay in Vsnazuels, a four moatus trip
tarouzn all the countries of Latin amerioca, vxcept Paprsgusy, and

tos major falands of the Cerribuag. a0 reposted this trin ths

»
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following year in & smaller circuit.

In later years several journeys ysre made to Europe
&nd one to tue ¥ar Last, convenliently combining saha'i sctivities
wgtn businesse wiea ia tos Fifties the need for pioneering was
da africa, my Canadian enterprise was discontinued and we astarted
8 new luporting dbusiness in soutn africa, wisre we aluost lost
everytnlng, but wiin tue confldsnce taat comes witn prayers we
reéoversd. |

ar A e TP TR
S, OR puvVLLNY

A youny rrsuca-Canauian coujzle cane to visit us
in Mexico on their first trip abroad. although b wé&¥ well
informod and?i)university student of alstory, they could not get
over the snock, after crossiag ths boprdep, gf seeing people live
in sucn povert¥.. we tried to sxplaln ghat what they saw was
nothing coxpared to tus abjsct poverty they are going to encountsy
48 ploxnsers in ouner couwntriss. In dsxico tae average snnual incoms
ia 1979 was o ’i?f*

l
Y was s&ﬁtyléﬁ#$0 sollars. slaost half tae people of the world

dollars per capita, witils ia iaiti

Laa 4u 1972 an anaual income of l2ss than nundred collars per person.
of tne tacusands of 3anatis who lelt ﬁhair homeland

to pioneer in foreign landas, the majority camse from iiorth issrica,

since tuey were financiuliy in a better position to do so. v

toach snd exemplify the Faltu to native poople ons had to eater

their auavls auts, share tuelir food, sain thelr confidence and

frienusnip, waica 1s a very different expsrience froa that of a

tourist, who goos from ons aircoaditioned hotel to another in an

8@ireconditioned plane or car.

1. wncyclopedia oritaanics, Year ook, 197L.

k1
EN
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#aen we [irst cems in contact with such povarty, ar
izpulse wes to share some of the tnings we had. The news soon
spread that i ons jolnn*@nia new relisicn, one gots free clothinsi
blankets, fooc, und will be teken on lony trips, all expouses
paide dnen we reslized our mistake we tishtened up. Then we saw
in many an inquiring faoe-nne queation: tanat kina of brotasracod
arc jou spe&xing acout, 3f you ars not willing to sasre some of
your weaslta?! Tnis msant that we had to establish fros tue outset
8 rolatlionship of friendship on a =wuch deepsr lavel of cunaciouse
neés, wilen nzd slowed uown tue process of teaculng but tae
reufilts wers mors lastinga.

Banatls nave no paid, professional clergy nor
mlasionéries. fusir voluanteers ere of all agesy youag neadnle
wWho want to gain experisnce wiile earning & liviag;: the midile
gged of some souns wiad are willinm: to take risks ane estaolish
tnensalves aansw, 1a an often nostile eaviroament; ani laatliy
olisr poople with &n incone, wio ave joung enoupn in spirit to
adapt thomselves w0 cifferent eond;tions and & new Life,

'nls snell apray orﬁﬁﬂgrican ploneers, Lorn iato
thy worla's weoaltnlest environuent, way yet sorve &s a vanguard,
for aaving voluatarily given up confort, sscurity, pmatige and
an innste sense of supariority, in ordsr to bring hops ana faith

to tue noglected poople of the Tulrd world. If tus wealtoy

nations are not willic. te follow taeir sxample, will they Le

compelled to do 5o by the irresistivle forcuas of aistoryt
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CULLU AL DIFPLLRCHS

In 1930 I met at the Jhrines in Haifa a young
Iraql Bshati with waom I fad 2 pleassnt visit., Later in tas
eveaing I aske. Jho:ni Lffendil, at wavse taole 1 was tas unly
guest, way ay wmastern brother could uot be present and shara in
the conversation? Tho Uuxrilan answared taat aAbdu'l-gghats
procedure to acuse and sntertain ~astern and sestern pilgrims
saparately was bsing continued for a time, thou:h it would be
caanged in tue future. Later io lew York, lafil irottsdsden
explained to me that difforences of .astern and wWsstern eatiag
habits, tastes, laniuaje, culture and interests, wsre all roasons
for the aepﬁrabion.

shognl Lffendl also exnjainsed to me, as fa} as 1
osn recall, way Irani:a peliovers at that time wers not to visit
Or teach Iln america. He wantod each communlty to draw dirasctly
froa ths wWritin s, use its own fasourcas,_unile devsloping its
Owna caaracteriatics and at tue sase time preservin; unity in
diversity., Wnis viocw may fiad an echo in tis following words of
whoght uffendi: " I urge tuem (tas Youta uroup of ostreal) to
study profouncly the revealsd utterances of saha'n'llar anc ths
Jdlacourses of Abautlesasa and not to roly uniuly on the ropresen
tation of the tcacalaugs given by sana'l speakers and teacnars.“z

Tae meaning of tuese words atruck me after visiting
Baha'i communities in twenly five scountriss ani i1slands in Afrieca,
ia about ten of them the picnesrs were Iranian. witooul sxception
the Africun bellevers greeted esou other, anu the speakers their
Sudlence, with alleatutadbhus, as if tiis form of greeting was an

Ce ibs Bahaty »forld, VOI.IV; ?0)7
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esaentiol part of taeir religion. %his will remaln °°nf“fiiﬁldais(
until they do understand that thils is an Iranian and not)a
universal Sahatl custom.

Nosth american pionsers are often toumpted to stress
@dminlstrative procscure, wsstorn efficioncy and punctuslity, wiiich
{5 out of context and beyond the expsrience ofthe natives of most
Countriss.s A farmer who plows with oxsn and whose greatest
Coacern is thes next rain, whied may come next week, or next month,
or next yeaé, has a differsnt conception of time than n%%?ibt who
has $0 land niaplane within a cartain minﬁta. ’

FHy wife often prensred & mzal witn ;reat cars, end
tho juests naving accepteod tae invitation for a certain hour,
arrlved two hours late, or not at all. vwhen I was in Lagos,
lgneria, s zorslan ploaser propared a sumptuous supper for forty
invited guastis; only four showed up. i luncheon yuest of curs
arrived in Juadalajars one week late, but then neithsyr he nor
ue aad & telepuones Anotasr gusst ¢id arrive oa time, but brought
five othsrs along wno were not expocted.

Other pionsers had similar expariences for tne
S$die reeaon. 1wo tnirds of mankind still live la villages with
prinitive sgriculture &s their maln occupation. A Veneruelan
friwmnd told us once tinat time is the lavention of watoh ManU=
facturers. iuturologists csleoulate taat by the yoar <000 only
forty per csnt of this eartnt's population 411 live in villages,
wizlca could bs 3004 Or bad nowse

4382 we &3k a friend in most parts of the Third

world for a commitment, whsther an iavitstion for & meal or to
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do something, he will ot znawsr in the nesative, for taat would'
be considersd rudes He will say ";s3" since hs wauls to pisase
you, toough he does not really menn “yes® but "mayoe." iHis
Comaltment implies that he will co so, lr.}od does not interfor,
it nothid&more attractive coxnsa iuovetween @, if nhe saoculd aot
. forget it. One suould nsver expect an &s0lozy for non-compliance
- 2or ask for an explanation. Sincs you sre a frisnd you sizoule
kaow tnat be would nave fulfilled his commitment if ne had not
been prevented., 4ny further discussion on tue subject 15 cone
=,dered poor tastc.
we ars fecing asre a éiffsrent philosophy of

i11fe. <1iheir concept of time is, 1lik- that of sinstein, relative,
#@ appear to them oo riglu and Jogmatic witn our insistsncs for
punctuaji%y, alriet compliance to commitmsnta, a life full of
activity and tension, when tiere is so much tine snd waen tie
relaxed, nappy-goelucky way 13 so much mors plesasant.

| Mex acber, tos Gorman soclologist, exnlained
Latin irresponsiLility versus the sense of auty of Frotestaata.
Tas Catuolle -urspean was agsured for centuries tuat nis sins
will ve forgiven if ne conlfasass, attends lass and makes Lis
éfferings. dls northern Frotestant couatsrpart, howsver, could
find forgiveness for nis sins only in good deeds and a frugal
life. tiisnce tas Frotestaat dovelayeﬁ througna hard work a greater
sense of responsivility and selfediscipline. 3y sudbjecting uimsels
to an ascetic way of life, tarifi decans a virtue, walcih laid the
foundatioa for modern capitalliasm, altasu n prior to tie ei;nteenta

Contury most wealtn was wit2 tns iatin nations, weber's eXplanation
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migot givs gome 1light as to the bLehaviour of our Latifn Amsrican
friends, it does not, however, covsr all situationa in ths Taliprd
worla, Soclsal reaponsivility is a virtue in its carly stages of
devolopment,

#hen visitiang Liveria in 1965 it had toree
assonblles establisned by six Black amsrican and two west Indian
piouesrs., Froam Monrovia I flew in a amall plans two hunared
miles inland to limba, a mining touwn, to visit 311l Foster,
Liveriasts first pilonesr, and nis comsmnity of native believers.
siace 3811l was a company officlal ue wus allocatsd a modern
apurtuent, wiica we shared., As he was to return shortly to anis
fanily ia tue U.ls4. most of owr concorn and coaversation revolved
around the entnuajiastic young, Livsrians wao ware to carry on ths
wory after wpill left. &rtsr two days of coavarsation about
Buwe and they"™ w8 stlll ¢ié not rsallgpe, tbab Z111 and X, both
#aaturn, toougn of different color and background, had wuca more
in comuon than 311 and his ILiLorian fellowebalisvars. oOvers
snadowling toess differcnces was our coamon faith, wilch wmade
gverytning elase 1nconsequential,

In Bathurst, Gumbia, I met two ploneers, ons from
ari Lanka, (CYlon) and tios othor from Galifornia. 4ns (ay we drove
0 a ruslim village, and told a lsrgs gathering that we tures cane
to ifrica froa asta, wurope aand Amsrica, of 3ud:isi, Jewisa and

eopechmelys |
Garlstisan background\,to speai to uslinas about taoe Saha(l Faith,
#23 thls a colncidones, or an ifllustration of the power of thia
#altin?
we way add hore that ths ex~juddist 3ahati nad

nlne children anu no money buck ho® In Colombo, whsn he felt an
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iereproasible urgs to plonser, i3 great dezire waa fulfilled
“asn the local spiritual iss:adly of Colombo offered to lock
aftor his fanlly, and the Hatioaal Jpiritual Assembly of iran
agreed to finince him for two years. As to ths ameriocan, having
bosn & Janu'i only two years, ha cashed his savings snd -ave up
& socure Job in San rrancisco to nioneer. I visited him in hias
priaitivs hut in ths native cuarters of Bathurst, which was
modastly though attractivsly {urnished. ie uld not mind nhis
nsisnoours chickon running in froat of &ﬁa'antranco.

woen I inguirsed in Eilanaftgzlavsning asout tae
next Sahati oesting, a irenca volcs told me owr tn? tela,uone

' pmgarintcl

that toey wsre Just naving a gathering, sndywnstoesr I would like
£o jola theme «nen I sprrived a Fersian, wnose nhousse 1 anésred,
amIrgesd and kissse e oo LOLD my cnooss. In conbtrast in
avidlan, on btas Ivory Coast, waen I met ay first arad sauatl he
eily embraced me, and wasn I resaried on ths difference ne slucie
wated tnat L1t s aot an Arsb custom for men to kiss each|other.

In iouth Africa =ost of our African puests sntered
our apartment througn ths servsnts entrace. #s found this very
subarrassiang, but our frieacs sccepted this humilliation rather
than expose us 1o noasible repercussions with the autnorities,
It was not against the law for .hites to entertain aifriocsns in
sRe's homa, providea no alcohol wis sarved, but it was not tne
Jouth african way of life. 48 pioneers were exposed to tae Suppres
3i3n of Communisa ict, under waleh ony alien could be dsported

at short notice, without any explenation opr opportunity for

appeal. Juortly after our arrival a youn; Rebbi, a formsr iiodes

.
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seholar, was given two ueaks'natice to loave the country. The
n31y explanation nis frisnds could give us was that hs entortsined
ifrican and Colcured intellectuamls in his home and that als sermons
were too outspoken, is Bahatlis wo'had to obey thae law of the
country, but we also wantad to gpeax about our Falitu. Io reconcile
tae two meant to walk on a tight rope.

Eventually we were investi oted by tne Sscret
Vaolice, 3ince we were found ganuinal} rellzious, non-political,
aon-violent and law-abiding, we were aliowsd to remuin, izverthelesas,
we were watched and at tismes followed, for foar that subvaersive
aloments ma; use us as cover. iy wife was allowsd to entar tie
lneations to establish livraries in elevan schools for African
children, whire she placed over ton thausand 500ks walch wope
privately donated. .ier permit wans gradually rastricted snd
cventualily ithdrawn,.

Uns day I opsned our baok door for Hobert, a
sixteon yoar old stuasnt from ons of these z0ucols. .his aust
have bsan about his fifth visit for his sanati lesson. .fler
letting alm 4in, Jobert proceeded to our rofrigsrator end waen he
Opsasd the door end I asked Lis what as wantad, he said hs was
hungry and wanted somethin; to eat. 1 told him taat parizans ne
walts unti{l Losemary finds somsthing, as ano'alwaya dild when e
Game to visit us. qobert complied sasily but I aave felt sulilty
sver since.

It i3 a trivel custos amony africans to saars food,

toe sustenance of 1life, among themselves. when we stopped on the
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road, and gave a chlld a sandwich or & pi co of ceke, invariaply
tnat child would aot sat it, bul run to nis brothors ani sisters
and snore it wit: them, Joldom dla we see an Alrican car:rying
food whon travellin; 1a tho vouwutrye, Le Know tuat in almost aay
hut  wasrs ne stopped Bomsbody wouli share his moal wita him.
Hodbartts 1:pulse, to save woacmary the trouuvles of serving nimJ
must huve osen proaptou dy his tribali antecsdents, whieh I Gid
ot undsratande 3ince then he nas tﬂnugnb tae falta o many
peUpls and serves now on tas HNatioaal inrltualyaaaembly. too
busy I uope, to ramsmber tias incldent. |

ey AL SUCEERENEL LGRS di 4
I.&u JORRT O CTRH Y ¥

Ry ae livea for ons year in Zululand seventsen
{oLe ’

AN
milas wiehin & nativs resuvrve., The road was so bad ana mountainous

f% 4

nat 1t took us an nour and a half to traverse it in dry wsather.
If 1L ralued we were cub off from the nesrsst doctor, telophone
or source of supplies up to & week, since tas allippery ircad and
vae two unbridged rivers wo were to cross becans impassavle. a9
Ware runalng a traulng stavion, walch served also as post oflice
and rszlstravion of uvirtns and deaths for about tares tacusand
Zulus, wuo liveu srouud use

Imaediately after our arrival our customers came
in droves €9 320p and to look us ovar. I remesoer an old 2ulu
wita a finely chiselled and iatelligent face lookiny at us
intently but puzcled, after & long waile of wondsrment ne finally
asksd one of our asaistaonts wWwno we ware. .6 was told that we were:
“abelunzu pecaedda,? wilch means in Zulu, by giving the rignat

intonation to “pecnecsa,* -tyhits wen frow very far, far across
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the sea. Hearing this answer our interlocutor's face 1lit up, for
20U s undoerstood. althouzn he had seen meny white mon bufore,
e had nover before metw wilte people with eyes like ours, de
were Lo nda of & uifforent ureed,

avery wilte Souta African learns {ro+ early childe
20pd that ne 13 asupsrior to the Blacke. This balief 1s rsinforced
every day ol uls life, whatever actlioa ha may take or waerover ae
nay 0, «nen e lovks lato tas eyes of an African his stern,
lmperasonal glaace conveys wio is maator aad that he intends to
reasin master for avor., Lvon ia the eyss of a white minister of
t.e Churen, ths Aifrican may percslva at tae bast of times, the
e;es of a fataer looxing st hischildren,

4 ~utca éolonial 2QVerndr oance asied an euucated
LV ane se m#g hig paople nated the .mtch so bltteprly, They wars
officicat adnlulstraiors, stuppod all trival wars, ouilt roads,
3cn00ls, uospitals, dsvelopsd agrlculture and trought prosperity
to Java, Ins wcvernor asked, what moro do you want? The
lgdonsslan waa silont for a wulle, tioa no sald: Ywe do not like
Lha Lvil L your eyes.!

Soma call 1t aprrojunce, ihere iz perusps nothldng
Lthaat cuts a desper aurt lu a busan scul thaa to be trrated
inferior bacause d ths color of oneta sxkin, Just as a toague
can ve saarpor than a iknife, & glence can bo more devastatiag
tnan the toapue, "inow ye not why We created you all froa the
same dust? 7Tnat no ons should exalt bhimself over the ctder.“3

I askea many in the Ihird «orld what brougat them
to talis Paith? idois is always interesting to ask, since tnis
3o Sahatutlluh, idden words, pe <0



59
Faitn has many possible aspscts for attraction, Jomo are attracted
tarougn the powor of aané‘u'llan'a wordse. Uthers through Biole
stuales, some tbrougn tas "lidusn Jords", opr anothsr Look. OF
tarougn the ilmpact of & personality tasy have met, .ut thegse
- poor villagers, wio can hardly read end who, boecsause of the
diffioultieca of transportation, have mat vory few Bsha'ls, what
coulu tney have féund to nold taem to this Falthi albiougi they
wore not always articulaie in ;nglisn or ipanish, wilch was tosip
Socond or third langusgs, toey usually snswersd taat it ia the
. Tealing of unity or onseness.

Take as an sxample Cuca of Colima, & town ia
Hsxico. 3us runs wita usk husvuad a tiny gupply store sixieen
Hours a4 day, soven days & wWuekK, ON an unpaved, oumpy @ad austy
straset, ou thr olasr sice ¢f tno truciks. Khsaever we call, Ley
face lijuls up, she emuraces ua, takes us to her winuowioss
Blore-room, walca serves udso &8s their bed anu dining rova, and
the meetiug place for banall gatnsrings. Shs cannot read or write,
&XCept asr ngme, bas bardly aoy cocaceptlion of ths world, its
problems or tie isplicationa of tus world ordsr of Hahatulllab.
et usr falth is so cuviocuse uas can se8 1t In aor eyss, in nsr
sagsraess to invite ner nsizhoours to ner nhousge to hsar adbout
tas Faita.

In Zcuaddr we still can remaaber the face of an
old Indlan womaa, who could uardly spe#k Jpanish, dut cams barefoot,
poorly drossed, Lo every weeting. sonat we weaternsra \iiscover
labouricusly sfter much study and questiocaing, many of our une

lsarnsd friends srasp iatultively and witnout effort, Inspite of
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our daifferences of culturs and learaing we resch the szamne
convictiont "that we are all leaves of cne treo, crops of oune
oceanand children of one father,”

s TIVE UP AUsHCElid,

When we arrived in Africa inu 1954 thore ware
9nly toree inuependent nations: Zgypt, ttiopia and iLiberia, shen
we left fortsen years later there were forty, Our attsmpt to
oconguer ifrica spiritually colnciced with 1ts politlocal csancie
pstica. abcdutlesaba 1s supposed to have seld tuat notuing asppems
by accicent, Future historians will provsoly eladorate bBow these
two perallel events nsve hed acomplimentapry sffect, In theae
forteen 3@5?3 we {21{ ths wind of change snd haard the insistent
ruanling for independsnce. «@ Oquld 2130 witnsss taat Lhs lifting
of colonlal domination did not raslizs tie lon; caeristad drean
of puili and praeperity.

Por ceaturies tus africans' exparience wita
autacerity wa® that of master and sarvant, and ian religion {atier
and cillarens fniarelationsnip uas bassed on fear of punisihasat,
or fear of aell, neitinor of uhich was conuucive to uevaiovy
iaddvicual inltiative or a sonse of social responsioility.

Taea tho Jahatis came alony wytn no leaders or clergy. .uey
proceoded to crsate a religious conamalty wnore autisority rests
with 8 Spiritual Asseamdly of nins, elected by the poople, wuo
wore to Le obeyed witnout foar of cosrolion from witnout, but
Tather frox an ianner compulsion which comes witn amaturity and .
faith ic Banatutlllanb,

For thls the alrican frienis wers not rsady,



L

enymore thun they had time or opportunity to prepere tbhemselvos
for polivical denmocracy. {hig situstion, héwever, w093 not diascourage
the ploncers, for time is can ths slde of fha Africans, laving
traversou so rapidly fros the age of ths oxewapon to taat of the
Jot=plans, they can face the ruturé withh confidence a&s they
acquire experi:uce and understanding of tihs world O?der of
dahstutllah,

R I T Ay ~ -
U B HICA

. daving lived in Jouta africa for many yeara, we
2avs t9 say & few words about Shis country, rieh in naturs
rposurces, ancowsd wita an sxcelleant clinate and uansurpaiased
natural veauty. Ita;eogls cf all colors and aeblliitles, ugve
bafore them & grzat futurs as yot undisclosed, In thé gsocletly
of naticnsz thiz country with its apartheld laws is in disrepute,
dounth Africs has the quastionsble diatinction of being the only
couniry in tus world wosre it is fllogal tO merry ucross the
culor line, It i{s tas only couatry wnere, dependiay ¢u ths color
of onst's skin, th2 law dotermines wners one lives, eats, wilat
salary one _ots, wisre one worsiips, siudies, plays, and waab
kini of s Jjob sns 13 allowed to exercise,

It may be s strange coiucicence that thoe ratio
vstween slacks and .altss in Jouta africs 1s in the sase Proe
portion es ustween tne rich and poor nations on this eerth, In

efitiasr case less than twenty five per csnt of tae population own

or control moat of its natural resources, enjoy its ricies, while
tne great majority live in co=parative nisery. Is not tiac ketile
calling ths pot dlack? Puherefors do ye wear the puise of ahepherds,

when iluwardly ye have b:come wolves, iantent upon #Hy flocki® 4

Le sanatutllan, iidden .ords, p.30



1f Soutn Africa 1s 1n an sxplosive and untenable
dituation, is uot tus P¥irst aorld ia relation to tie 3scona and
Talrd sorld eadangered by a similar collision? which 1s zoing
to leara first that the “iost ureat Justice® i1s 2 asw law of
God and taat inose wao opposs it shall periéh? "The day is
- approaching when we will have mplled up the world and all that s
therein, and spread out a new ordsr in its stead," 5

Tl vlolinaiade

shsn pioneers leave the sscurity anud comfort of .
thelr nomes o tesca tualr raltn in foreign lands, the eaphasis,
at losst st Iirst, is not on teacning but on learning. ae have
to learn ths lunguage, customs, hlstory, anything we ean about
the people wicae confidence we want to gein, before we can t2l1
thon way we cama, «8 are coastantly exposed to tne stimulation
of new pecpis, Oew 1d.us aad nsw impressions, learning most of
Our wakiajm hours, with rare opportunitiss to tsac:a, exspbt Ly
eranples Jia coatrast to our new life witn its muny interests,
back nowe appears Gull, wita the sawse faces, saus gtrcets and
Vo saue activitles. daving got out of tho rut, ws fesl somenow
Loary deltacnoeg, poorar peraaps ia wordly joods, bub happy. we
Lave nov yet ust & plonoor wao wus sorry for aaving lsft nome.

The petin was not strewn only with roses. se nad &o
face rats, cockroaches, cirt, disease, begzars, pOverty; all
dandmaris of the Third wordd. 4o also had to cope with chasting
and steallng; byproducts of injustice and alsery,

on balango‘wa could taks Lt all, for our sacrifioces,
if there was any, was fully compensatei, ovut iu tas Lfront-line

S5 Jleanlaygs Lrow tae sritiangs of Jshatutllah, p. 313
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we felt clossr to dahatulllasn, and confident of His supnort, ‘That
is wny waen fallure gsemed apparsnt, ws wers not 4iscournged,
kaowing taat success 1a bora out of coanstant effort, whica,
gouatinos, Decans visidble only many yesrs later,

when aftor years we J1d come anome, ths joy of
Besting o0lu frionds was somstisies cuiled by our inanliity to
Comuunicute and share our nauw exporicnces, <Jur c¢lties nad grown
bl jor, witn nore cars, more noise and more polliution. 7ine people
secened less frienuly, ond we experiecnced 8 strongsr culture shock
ia reverses, taan whon w3 laft at the outset.

#Mosv of ua 0 wack to tns Third world, l'or we cannot
reelst ita pulls The Pirat world has mors telephones &nd ssnitation,
but it aes sold fts soul tu thy machins, Perhaps the First «orld
wWill a0t reain ita so.posure, until 1t smworacas the people of
tiaes Juird world by saaring ratasr tnan divi&in; ths ucaltia of
tnis earta, and 0y remsabsring thabt *ihis earbth is bub onse

couatry, and mankind its citizens,®



30HE OrAd-i asllalods

sccoruing Lo sociologists no socisty has as yet
“6xlsteau witaout religion. aatropolo;ists claim taat up to now
0 priaitive soclety was found witaout a religion. frlmitive
raligiou is conecsraed wostly witn the unznowﬁ in toe world of
Rature, walle rovealec religion is concaraad Wita tae unkiaown in
tae spiritual life of wman, oomevody saild taat alstory is the
aarca of sod tarouga time. anilo studying alstory ioynbee caﬁa
to the coaclusicn tzav civilizations are unintolliggbla wi thout
religion., anetazr a societyvcan function Qithout religion has
aoe yot baan‘proven. .

wille Comaguniism has declared war oa raligica, it
aas its sﬁrlncs, tusbs, Derves, symools, sartyrs ani sacred B
' writdlagase siace Coméunism donias wod i€ is only ; guasi-roligion.
natlonulisa aas olten coupeted with riligion for tne loyalty of
§b3 suv jectse It Dullt shrines and monuments for its national
aeross, as thsy were vnce crected for saints,

dobdalon 403 Vaiiloud Fiigsse

dellislons like civilizations pass turadgn cifferent
stajes of evolution, childiood, adolescsnce, maturity, ola age,
anc taea tney disintegrate. soroiin descrides tueir daQQIOpment
in turse pnases; idaalistic, ideationsl and sensate., Listening
to 2 Spanish pailosopasr in Caracas, a formr student of Crtega ¥
‘Jagset, ne descriuves tas tarss stages as follows:

In the first stage-consciousnass of dod {s all

pervasive, end 1s the xeynote of tie perioa, It iz tos tize waen
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caurches aau cataedrals afe,builg;rwheu faith anc deveotion &are
the springooards of all activity, and wanen pllgrims travel tae
higshways to places of worsnip.

In the second stage ths emphasis is no longer on
Gou out on Lulturs. <Tuls 13 btaoe porlod wnon tucatres and museuns
ars osuilt, wasn & poot or ¢o.poser is wors welcowmo la socletly
vaan a man of religioa. Ia rsiiglous lifs, tueology, thnat 1s
intellectual interpretation , Lascoass more im@ortant taan faith
itself, and is, tn:refore, tie causs for aplittiang into sects.
Un tas nizoways we now fin., instead of ties pilgrim, the troubadur,
tus palntsr and the artissn, act to worsalp, but in scarch of
bezutye | |

I tas talrd poriou, waich incvitably follows the
‘first two ia every civilization, tae koynote 1s not God nor Culture
QUL S OWSETe xuu‘moat izpusing and coatliest buildings ithat
streten into tne skies, are now not catuedrals nor art gallsries,
but fortiticatioas .p tue hsaéquarcers>of iadustry anc financse
oo most absoroin; gusstions ndow are. how aany bombers. or how
ARQY SUAres?,or AUw Susa woes 1t costs, Or 10w wiuch one éaras?
In religion itv is not Falta nor iusolugy vaat cauaractorlzes tiils
period, but [radition. ias vivality and purpoassfullness of
religciva aro gonse. all tnat remalns is conformity, custom, the
r1z1¢ outward form, tradition. aad oa tue higawaeys, it is not
tae ollgria nor the artissn ws now meet, bub ths tourlst, wao
docs 20t ssek a place of wor:zaip or oceauty, out 0 pleasurs.

igecently a Jesult i'rofessor of the Catuollo

UnSveraity fo Lyous wrote: "1t is the oassnce of Catuolicism
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tc ve traditicnal. {radition {3 its living soul. It 1s from
tradition that !t derlves its strength.® Lvery organization
cevelops {ts tracitions =3 means to an end. 1y, however, trsdition
Decones tue end itself, than the end of the organization is in
slgate.  «nen Comauciats call relizicn the oplum ofthe peuyple
buey ars righy, but witn‘tnis qualification. «unat itney mesn and
understana vy raligion 48 its third stage, wnen it is old, decrepit
aud dying. 3Since it takes centurics for a religion to die, the
confuszlon 3s unucrstendable. Just as 4t is unfair to jJuuge tae
streagtn and useiulness of a mah én hig death Lea, ilkewlse our
Judgement of religioa is disiorted if it is baaed on 1ts remnants
in olu zge, trauition.

Iv nas not bsen natural for man to change rapidly.
it took millicuns of ysars for sea crestures to adspt themselves,
wuen Lhes seas were recsulng, Lo bocome leny creaturss. .he
fastest woens ol travel for man five taousand ysors 5.0, was
vy camel eizac wiles psr nour. sae Iirst wmall cozca in wangland
dld ten miles per nour in 173§ 4.Ce wuile zan nas an inasts and
jrravicasl resistancs to calange, nd® could and didc adapt hiusalf
tuo noew clinates, new tovls and new idsus,

according to a Galiup poll survey of 1957 only
fértaan pér cant of all amsrican adulta bslieved taubt rolizion is
loosing in influsncs. In 1970 their nuaver increased to ssventy
five per cent. A 1974 Juallup survey estiwates ths suuday service
attoadauce in a typlcal weoxk as foliowa: U.3.4. forty psr cent,

france twenty five per cent, 5wedan nine per cent. ihs 3enjasuin
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Franklin library in Guadalajara has fifteen thousand books. Almost

&ll its resders are unlversity students. uwhen I askad the 1liora-

D e (\L
r{aa way(oa religion/gg;ra’;;a only thirty vooks(on the suslves,
—_

-
s

_ . L]
i@ oXplained tos—rouson-is tuat thore 1s no demand for vooks on

resli;ion.

#1king tarougn the countr;yida ofpﬁexico. W3 Came
td xany village churches with ho nriest in attendsance, sisce none
are avalladle. accorulng to various rsports snrollmsnts in

tacclogical colleyes are uangerously low.

dermean idesse, bta. german writsr and phiilosopher,
la \LL&X’/ -
w036 WOrks nave nad lattesly an wugually favorable recention,

(\

oot ondy amﬁng Rorth American college students, bLut also anong
Spanisih gpealking studanté:)wrate in "Stennenwolf” : *Suman 1ife
—
is reduced to real sufferin:, ©o ns8ll, only wisn two s3es3, two
cultures and rellgions overlap ... wits the consequence taat it
loses ull powsr to understsnd 1tsslf and Las N0 staniand and no
security.” lHesse dic not exsclain wnat hs weant Dy ths overlaping
Of twv ayss and rslijlons. Did ae XKnow about the emercing senati
era, Or was it the pootts intuiltive Knowledge:

AT SR TR Y $3
L idad iy U.AAz_‘;.(:kL}A.-‘u

neturalug to dortn America aiter iiving
fourtesn ysars abroad ws founi taa Jouag peosle different. Taey
wsrs usfinitely not like tae youtn of ay zeneration. .e¢ used to
drsss like little gontlemsn, ana wished to behava like gomtlemen,
48 Wanled success to emulate and surpass our fathere. Che -irls

wore wearing skirts, otehaved likas 1ndies,'ahd wo U8d t0 treat them
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pupe Qaul complained in aprll 13977 tnat since 1969
the number of new priests tnroughout the world had dropped
py slmost a taird. Andrew Greeley, soclolozlst, writes tnat
the U3a is tae most religious of all industrialized nations.
Nevertnelasa anong UsA Catholics in the last ten years sunday
¥ass attenuance has fallen from 71 to 50/05 and montaly con-
fossions froa 37 to l7.. (fne FABLLT, 15.1.1978)

"ihs oplscopal Cnureh hnas lost a meuber evary
fifteen uinuces over tne past decade, Mme, 26.12.1977 pe30

Yhere are nalf as nany éissionairias in tne fislu of

mainstraan relizions than ten years ago.




wevvauLUgLye DUV DOW 1t Was not only the length of their halr, 4§
their beard, their unseglfconcious behaviour and informal attire
that was different. Thers was something else about youth that
intrigued us, and we wanted to lknow what 1t was. Speaking to
Joung people we got a new in_sight, which ywas strengthened by
reading Cﬁaires A. Relch's "I'nhe Greening of America."
| This book deseribes in thres stages, Conciousness I,

II and III, the gradual unfolding of the soul of imerica. Conciouse
ness I was developed in the first centuries of American history.
It produced the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution
and its philosophy of liberty and rugged individuslism. It
suited the individual farmer, (in the early days most Americans
were farmers,) the few tradesmen and small tusinessmen, =saca self-
reliant, working for himself, captain of his own soul, ielizion
regulated morality with 1ittle or no interference from the statc,
I'nere was space; there were opportunitiess, é%dv;no wanted to got .
anead. This was the grassroot perlod of America. It streched
past the early part of this century up to the Great Depression,

v The first americans whe—hav:racceptr& the Bahd'i
Faitnpgé—%o this perlod grew up with this Conciousness I, since
Conciousness II and III, as we shall sée, came later. lost early -
believers accepted the Faita through the study of bible prophecies,
making tne transition froam Christ to Bahéﬁu'lléh. They hed naprdly
any knowledge of Bahat'i Administration, nor were conditioned to

grasp its social implications.

Conclousness II, according to Reich, developed from
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tue .oirti.s on, when miny a farmcf mizvrated to tne citics and
with other Americenz got employinent in factories. Instead of
woprizing forthemgslves as free men, now tney had to do work directed
by others, learn to operate th: macuine often at toe cost of
tasir own real self. .o place theis trust in mudern tecanology
weant the loss of feita in numanity, The rulss of the Corporation
ovsrsuzdowsd tas Importancs of the 3111 of sights. wao organie-
.zation sen pscame iandoctrinated, were trainsu to pluy tasis role,
b2uauvs &1. dress according to status, say wiat was axpect=d of
tasn to say, or lose tncir Jjob. Men withh Cousclousness Il w«ers
establisamené minded, traiitional in religioa, coagarvativa and
hallow in idaas, and tanded td livz 1n suburola. Mor the: ta>
word 2aua'l was too exotic, excsntric or esotsric to merit closer
Investigation,

In tas Talrties, forties and first a.lf of the
Fiftlas very few peonle In the w3stern world crozsec Yhisc lins
to Join tas danat'l world., reople witn Coasciousnaess 1 or I
coula not make the grade nor encoipass the consténtly srowing
viste, with wnich ths sorld Order lstters of 320s5nl iffendi
enrlcnod the sunalil worlde Jince tasre was aarcly any prosress
ol the coms front, tne uusrdlen launched in 1237 ths first
Seven Year rlan, followed by tue second, an: then oy tas Tea
Year Cpusade, wiien lifted tie Saha'i Community cut of a rut,
aad chan;si its Inmsge and influencs ia ths world.

fter 1957 « ths yesar of shoghl ffenui's vassing -

youn; psople uewvsiened in amorlca and otn.r afflucat céuntricsuu¢anJ



Congciousassg Iile iacy cans to raslige that life offered

‘afflusnce, tasz coaforts of tachnology, ia excaange for tns

sterllity and loaeclinesas of city liviag, ths ugliness of its
stroota, ths commercialisu of wost values and the ayntetic
quality of aluost everytulag. "ill o7 Consciousness IIl's
critlicisas of society woera orougat into suarpest focus by tae
Visetaam sare.e for tue war swemsd Lo sum up the evils of our
socisty: aestrustion of pupie, cvstruction of saviroasent,
depersonalized use of sccanology, war oy ths rica and powérful
agalanst the poor and helploas, Justification vasad on anstract
rationaliiy. hypeerisy sauliss, and a demaad ﬁax tnat the indiviuaukl,
regarclass of uls conscisnce, vslues, or self, aake ninself iato
a part of Utas var mactliiuw, an laperscaal projoctils osringing
deatih Lo olner p:0ples IDoss who aald thsy could not .0 o3llisved
taat cousulsory ssrvico 1n a war.tney hatad woula 09 so total a
cestruaction of thair genuine values thal sven 1f they :lu returan
to Lhs Coltad ;cﬁtas, thoy coula nwar rstura to tiae rangs of tae
seauincly living.” 1

Laoss wlita thlis consclousnass rojeclsu svary
antajonistic woctrine and tus llifestyle of inair parsatse. sasy
drassed differently, ia jcans, word sairts, inforaal cidtuling,
PoOr sand ricn alike, No onstried to surpass tas oluere i.cre 1sm
820bolsaness or sarvility auway ladme Ifhey S8e&X 00 status nor
want to cusnpote agalast otnosrse. 0 on: Judies tns oti:r, for all
ars brotuasrse.

sdgt tusy rejsct thu «Orld in.eritea froc tuclipr

l. Cnurles a, nalen, oo _upsoaio of visricg, o santun 500K, peel?



fatuors wita Zonecioucncas IY i3 evi.eat. faey also rejcct
érguniged reli;ion. iraeinyg tnesiselves fror slavery to the
maciine, fron ta: nation-state that lasds to war, th:y want to
orepare toenseives for Conclousnsss 1V, V and VI, walca isicn
mantiung in ais vook without describia; taem. .6 apparently
losves tnoir usscription to us, gnd we nope the reader yill find
it in Caspter VII of tnia book.

| ircm the uixtles oan taere was & largs incraase
in the membersnlp of tus saha'l Community in Horth insrica. ‘he
new vellevers, mostly youth, .ave many ifc:lcations of the
caaractoristics of Consclousaess 11X, At tas 53t, Louls Cone
fercace in 19T, tas largest Banatd gatasring in nistory, with
v stiendsace of twolve tavusand veliovers, tas _reut majority
wera youayg psoples slving every evidsnes of belonging to & new
Lipe ol man. ihsir consciousness stren-taened DY thelr newly-
founu rmith, guave them & n:zw purposs in 1ife, and were ooviously
¢uencipated Lo &4 algher level of undsrstanding wialcn aude Lhem
frue citizens of tuw worlde. surious aad respoasinle youn:
Peo31ls, lhey were coucsrunsa avout tas futurs, knowlas that it will
3% 03 easy, but were willing to take it on, come waat way,
coanfidant in tus proalse a} ultinats victory,

@ Vl)lx.‘ oY :11I\vt.

A busin:ss trip took us to Canton for ons week
in ta: fall of }-69,. 1t was not very successful si:nce the
Communlst export oxecutives ars hard men to dsel with. iae
g :pression, nowaver, created oy these noor, nonest and industrious

peuple was overwnsluing.
|
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The first thing taat strikes the visitor is cleone
linesa and §pacr. Coming by train from Honj; hong, the contrast
wasg very eviasnt. ilhe fields looked welle-tenisd and nest like
like gardens. ue saw hunureas of fisld woriers bent over tholir
task, aone were loafing, thougi tnay ware all workinz for the
state, c&nton, an industrlial ¢ity of four million peopls, hud
DY 37MI35e. [ne roason was ocovious, <Ihsrs were bardly any cars on
tas cleanly suept strsets. Transportation was on foot, oy bicycls
or ou3, |

Thare was no corruption, nor bLrioes, uor tigss.
Many huncrsads of western Susinessasn wers buylng at this Fair for
rillions of dollars. Ths Chinoss officlals ws wors nse:;otlating
Qith woere earning: about forty dollars a wonta. <2 could not iavite
thena for a neal, norwouid thsy accept anj 2Ift8e Ms; werz ine
coryustibles 4 taxi driver ran after me into ths hotel loovy,
giving me a LDanknoto witia the expilanation thav I had ovsrsayed,
02 moals wers excellent and insxpensiva, but the weltrassss would
not acccpt any tipse If wa laft any money on the tacle, tncy
would run after ua Lo roturn it. 4 fow Jusats slinpeu scms notes
uadar a plate ana escapou unnoticed. laxt cay thero was a
Ne$3&ge on a blackboary that at such a tasle numvsr so nuch soney
was forgotten, walea suculd be picke: up st tue casalerts aesk,

iue people weare all poor, drosssd aliks in orey or
olue cotton uniforas, whsther it wes the Loy wio drousnt us taa
or ths dopartm:at chlef fros ths pPukin: heau offics. Altnuugn we

3

wers Jdeallng wita lsrge azounts, tuere wes ud foelin: Of
|
envie 1a& averass anaval income in Chine wss at tuat tiae uacer

sroed or
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hundrad <ollars per parsorn. ihe Cuiness did not create Luaat
depressed, dejectsd atmospners we often sxperience among the
Vary poore. Jaey eppearsd eazsr, confkient and busy, without that
exhausted, tired look we often associaste with our corpetitive,
industrizl world,

s8 made }rignnu with several contacts and tharee
interproters. One evening five of them were iu uy reoom, talking
for agurs cc&paring thelr wqud wlth ta=2 seat, Tuey appecred so
aaive, wonsab, unsopalsticated and, of courss, érainwaanad, tnat
too wucn ¥nowledgs of tne a8t mignt only coafuse aad contasinate
tusm. I spoke to tuenm evoub our sanati{ ovjectives to waica, at
tals polnt in time, thkezy could give oanly polite attention,

.22 Communlsus wers very proud at haviag conguered
tas recurrinag ordsal of fanine. Thronly ramine Lae wset reaenders,
exceptling in tae war yoars, was the Greai Irish 2otato fauins in
1oL 8, wnen one and a2 nslf xillion men, women snu children atsrved
to Jdeath. Chinats experlance wita fa=uins iIs muca mors rsceat and
¢zvastating. Uncounted tz2ns of millions of human belngs asve
disa in cninag of nuungere In 1523 4in ounliy one provines alx millica
paople died, ‘Tien tas averass life expocvancy iu Cudna was
twenty five yaars, whille 1n the U.3.4. da the s&z&;yaar it was

‘
sixty foupr. KO one knsw Lron year to jyaar, waen aﬁd wasre {saine
would strike,

wlthia tuwelve ssars after takiag over the couatry,
tne Comgunists oullt forty asix daas, muca of 1t by asnd laoor
for lack of macuinery, controlled th: ¥Ysllow alver, and have had

ao fanino siace 1361, Inig nollective sffort, for the bensfit of



all, scems to nhave given the peoople a feeling of togsthernsss,
assurance and satisfaction, which to a Bsha'i observer was very
revealing. Hers was a poor country, ths mest populous in the
world, with no apparent greed or corruption, no rich people and
noone bhungry. It nasd no inflation nor unsmployment, no beggars,
no drugss, no vice nor crimes. YThsplcture of Hgo=Use~lunyg, nis
Red Book anu his sayings wers everywhsre. ihe peopls seemnsd
united and nappy. It could uot nave beea a perfect state, but
we‘coula fesl and ses that some Baha'i principles, as described
in Chaper II, were in opsration nsre.

Tollnari ds Chardin, who had lived in China, askeds
Y:rodeprn ﬁotalitarianism, monstrous a3 it is, isit not really tas
distortion of soastnlnz magnificent, and taus quite nsar toe
trutn?®

asnean I loft Caina I felt a deap alfection for ita
people, wiicn was not sgntimental and which I cennct dsscribe,
I aave also felt tnat they bave zrasped end applied soma of the
principles of nanatutllan, and if tnsy can continus 10 pro ress
in peace, tney may discover ths sourcs of tas Power of the New

age and will then have an unimaginsoly glorious futurs,

{ias next page in Cnupber V boginns erroncously with 65 )
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Ine noxt tweaty five yraprs appear sors frluhtenlng
toan chesrful, ias worla's fooa su: pPly is running saort. che
worldts fisa cateh is cealiaing, with lfttls prospect of rae
vorsing tus trend. Coatinued inrlatiaa wits fainfuily uigh
foo.: prices scems inevitable, a0310510a1 unspmlalng of major
fool aystoms s viglble for all to 390, an prudictabla for
Jears to comus, Panine ia é%ong use At the sorli Pos:i Con ess
ia .oae experip estl 1eteu st betwsen Tifty to two aunirsd
million pa.ple «ill ciz of aunser witzia tas nest ten yoars,
witooul any visible means of rrsventliag lte actions tades opr
projectos o curc porulation apowth ape consiiered insufficiznt,
Louating polluvisn of lans aac azs contiaues st an aluiniin. ratse

¢ 1ave 20 leacars answucre in sl G-t 9 cora wita
tav2e ziobal ~rovlams. .o .eve 4o governAQQES'nor woTlue autnorlty
o 1sislsve, 1is0se it 4 laas, du; LLVErss Loe «<iiecticn irom
gtolal carasiropae. .uere is taes consclsice we cun aspenl to?
4dore 13 Lus wJ11 O surrsic:r autio.al Suvarel aty to a3 wordd
court:

Tae averass lorth “iarican, recrazsating aix
sor ¢xnt of taa uarld’a Population, consutss closs to tws
Loousand pouavs of srata P josr, ST persom, ol widea 6uly
Two aundred nounus are usad fop bread, pasiries waq Lrouxts st
coareals. Thia resi i1 coasunada dadirsctly iu tos fora of wnaat,

6:s8 and 2ilike In tae Talrd sorld tas avarare _rain coasumptian
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i3 %43 four uundired pouucs per person anaually, aost of =alch
is consumed diractly, siuce very littls is ieft to convert into
divesiock producta. |

wlace the Julrd <orlu Lneludes thue oll éxporcing
countriss and maay otuers, wiere in recent ysars rsmariacle
PPOsTosd Q3 Laea mauv, tuougn witha 3roasly uneven disirioutioa
of lucom:, the tera “Fourih «orld® is lacreasiazly celu, ussd,

B TR LR T & %4
wlhaia v g, OF U0

ibe Pourts world iaclules
pe-pde La adout forty ciuntriss with aa &vsrage per capita
Yc. 07 2€0,0°C
dacoze froaw o 655C9 L0 loss than | M3 por yesPe Il3
vopulatlon 1s coucenirates iu tas Iadian subcontiasat, in
SUb= acarkl AfPicu, abu io pockets of Lailia waorica. fas Jourth
“Orli, Wila scarce reagiurces, cinnet msst ta BRy-roekotlag

o

rices For cadrgy aud feptllizer, zad 1z in csspyerata ased of

5

al

4
&

Blobzicde  “lav sileat crlals of zalnutrition nay o8 donying
Gizes Lo a 2llllon dusan telngs tuc basic riht ts reslizs theip
rgli Leautic potiaticd, tosir full nunaaity.“‘l vadaa »ith
te.s 3azme por cupiia loccze wita a population of ¢l b hu.orad
aillion 1s usually @ot in cludex in tue Pourta .orld, prouatly
for rcasons expysined in the ?rgv:eus chapter.

<ne Lragedy of il sube,anaran ccunteiss is an
{1lustration of wnat is nappenins in =many parte ol tas world.
“ver tas lust tulrety Live yesars ausan s livsstoei popul«tion
douoled in tals area. 0 support theasslvoa cversrazing sad
darorgtatian W33 sacours;di, wilca advgacad ths Jshara _o9sert
dy i wnivaw arviay LOaber de urown, ublizhe!l for tns’cv:raets

+evaelopueat Cownclil, ls74, pe Lo sart of taoe yata ia b ds
cacptor 1s takea Lo Lie wLCVE 00K,
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uy to talry ailes pab yoar eloag its soutwern frings of
3,560 ailza, tass cidalsuing the sartats food-proiucing
e:puclty. The Joutaward edviaace of tae 3ehars condumnes 82 far
twsaty two =111ica pe3ple to starvetiza. 1s it advaaces to more
sosulous resicas ounirasd million huzen veln.s w11l be alfectad,

| Jtata ths next ton years tuyw worli's _ruin
péo&ucuoa aas to be lacressed by tuirty t,.;rea P r cant, while

we ure facia, suortases ia tae four basic agricultﬁral e sunrcess -
lenz, walszp, oneryy, sad l:rtilizer, The: ralin prozucing cow.tries
ar: reaé&n; tha 11-1t3 of tasis prouuction capacity. I thioy

era O increzase proauctioa, not only wouli a2y sussent CcOlie

tamiagcion, bub tLe pericv of food wiulaw rise veyoas tas reucl of

.

el DeOr. Tue otinor altornstlive is to inersass [09d proiuction
i wy ardevslopss couantries whsrs largspuols of uniore - 1oyed
lacor iz avallesla, sub whey peed fartllizsr and dalpe

Tse worlats fisn catea after twsaty yseras of
coutinuoua srowth das vean sarlafing in thg lnoy 2w y2ars8,.
<taout a Glowai conirol overflsalng i# faewitaslye ..o Scoan
az§ A0t 4% aaswer Ior the growlosj nesy for [ood,.

LIV e e 0101 U

so8 daman. for .0d was aoucleu Lo tuéllaat tweaty
yaarse obile food experts enticipats an equsl increasy in Jeasnd,
tnsy o not koow wasre 1t will oois from in taes next Twsnty
youarse. a9 answer uou;a De that tas afflusnt anstlons substitute
vogotable protala for aniaal proteins It reo . uirss lea itlues as

much aradle lana O prouuce oné pound 9f enimal proteia tasn one
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pouni of vegetabl: protein. silladusver tho uimsnsisn sad
urg:acy of tnls provlea be recogalzed avaa saouzh to orin; -
a50ut & raulcal cahange ia oupr diet?

Yo ocoacalce and political structurs of tas

powerful natlons appeara laflexivls., Unisss tasy caa sasd t: 91:
Baort ran. e, natioa-centored poiant of visw, tas world will be
lockad 1a a pattera of chzos snd coaflict sot uallke ths docade
ri2ceediag the Second .orld «ape Ihe jurwan &rMmaj has invaded
tulco Su thils ceutury tas Ukralne, thsn tas bread bassat of &
SUrOPe. (0uay tneﬁgffgg basxst Of lav worid ls tae Uelele
wild cangry asisa %;;:3 invase Acerica next tlwme:

“If an affluent =izority tarou.ssut tze world
coaticuss Lo oxpand 123 conswaption of llivestoch producia, gralia
PRICeE £3; us pudled dun uf posca of tuw poorsst quarters of
ngacia@e Wi (£ waericsas cosbtious to urive lar;e autowovileas, c
Coasualn; & uwisproportioastesly large snere ¢f tas worla's
avallsule cnarygy supplies, tas world =aep; suppliles 411
becoue wore scarce, and fsmisrs iu indis and elsswaers iu tha
cevulolag woria iy e ungule to sotaln fuael tu~eparate cboir
drri_ction puips. 7Tne world [o0d proble:m has many aaw dizonaioans,
but none is ore complex or Afficult to deasl with txzan thd
woral Qac.' ¢

doa-allitacry foreliga alld of tho Ullese i 1075

maar3nsntaed oao third of oas per ceas of 1its total production. 3

\,wo Y é {)

Gs dudu pelie=lH
39 Uswe «cws and world .oport, 9.1).1;7)
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Using United iations figures, tae average fuel con-
sumption in 1966 of the "rich" countries, repressnting 31.
of tae worlu;s population, was 4,52 metric ton of coal
equivalent, wnile the remaining "poor" people consumed 0,32
metric ton c.e., rougnly one-fourteenth of the rich. 1iae
United Jtates with 5.6,, of thc worla population uses up
about L0 per cent of the worla's primary resources. liere is
a quotation which could be repeatec many times in the
coming decades: "wnough ia good, more-than-snouch 1s sevil,"

."ine essence of the Baha'l economic te:caiags is
tnis, tuat immense riches far oeyond what is necessary should

w5

noy be accumulated,

i, ouaLll 15 soaUrIruL, o.f. Scaumacaer, p.2Ld
5, Slast Vi T wmdT, vol. 10, o, 10 p. 329-330
abdu'l-aha

e 2
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wQalialy PPiieal
adiutledana anc zhoghl Lffendil are supposed Lo

U
asve sald that loszer Peace an. tie politlical unificativn of

Yae worlc sre to L3 aculeved vefors the sanu of this csatury.

of wg-ull-sene’s “seven Ll ots of Unity, " «hich
xag nou becessurily follow the or.sr iu walch Lisy wera writtea,
tas Jirae tugroe »ovaaou to uave a ly:ical sesuence, .iu (ipst
1.8 PFoliticui uUnity? 1“31193 tna political unification of
tax «orli, urtne Leizaer reace, walen will ve brousbt suvsut LY

.

ba2 guuessnatl worldue 122 sscoas ilius "Caliy of lasu:at la
o glebel

A20h% Ladsrbuini.aga™ Cad 0wl 8 ekl niun Sor a nore tguityvle
uiszteioution of xacilana ressuscsag, tus losiesd rir it Stuu of
i worle Lovorinioie surseass w.la sturvalisa Lo oeny papits of
3o realue  Jas talre ligat, "Undty of Fresiom,™ fmplies Lo
noce for frecusam ond su..ests, tuabt tas poiltical uallicuiion
Ol v wOrlc msy ve acoieved only 2t tos sxgeanss of civi. prlg.ta
Ba4 Lregaud, Lroukuiy oy ceens ol furee and OppPﬂ&Sloni

<iu sehatutiiun refer LO LLli8 Purica wisn L

-3

said: “lness .roal Oppressiocns L.at Luve wulsilea tuz world
Br's propuiaan Lt Jopr tas adveabt of tug f03L Jrsad Juﬁticef"’{

L Aad unoudlisuec tavlet swna'utliisa was reported
to ave salds "a gresl caange will swsdp Oovell (e world. [irat
a wavs 0L wppression, thea will cuss tuis Host Jirsat Jusiice,
toen £as (03t Lroat £eaca.” L |

Ao abdutlesaina refer to tqe #ad of tais caatury

whea s saic 10 1,045: ®pepe zre l.ng shall tae clasour 3L the

6u Jdveat of .ivias Jusiice, p.>23



Insert 09
"Inis #Most ureat Justice is inueed the Justice upon
whicn tiie structure of the Iost Great Peace can alone, and

must eventually rest," !

7, Suoghl =ffendi, Prorised Day is Come, p.h
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multituce taroughcut ifrica, taroughout izmerice, ths ¢ry of
the Luropean and xxx of tiae .urk, the groaning of Jadis and
Chins, be nsard fros far and nesr. ous and all, thasy shall
arige with ell their power to resist ils Causo."g
Autred 264176

In a #-vemt lstierythe Universal iouse of Justice
forssheadows "tac worluwids opposition which is to come, and
ung juivoorlly giving the sssurwnce of ultimate victory,™

i a el auvibod

e €

© wWe nave startsd this chapter vy enumeratinglihne
fri_utoning problems ta¢ non-3sha'l woric is to encounter
: s ,J»af/)&w cleoen
tetwoen now and the enzd ofilkis contury. ..o it Eaara-ao s

ol wdla propietic quotations acout Spopression and

Oppousition tast are Lo befall tuo ssaatf snd acnes a’i worlid,
kvu

Thasse tw0 wOrlds and thair dsstiny ars clossly
deitasr cuw reat nor Ifin. posce until thsy come togestusosr.
Jag next coeplexswill tr; to elucldale how this ecan vs

urou_hat wbout,

Insert 70

Here is another quotation of Abdutl-Bahat's which ties us
to tne end of tais century. "In the future there will oe no
very rich nor extremely poor. I'here will be an equilibrium
of interests, ana a condition will be establisned which will
maks voth rich and poor comfortable and content,. Tnis will be
ths outcome of ghe eees 20th century winich will be realized
universally."

9 xxnmixaaxﬁxxxixxﬁx Promulgation of Universal Peacg, Vol,.l.
8 . Pe lc

D



CHAPIER VI

HA3 SOCI-IY A CO43CIZHCE ?

If tne day sfter thus Japansse attack on Pearl
Wbl gt~ beC

Hartor an Amarican fathorjwould hsve given his son, an sirforce
pilot, a2 gun and tola him to kill their Japanese neighbor, his
8oa could not nave uone 30, He could not have killed this ensmy
of ais country not only becsuse it would have bsen azainst his
consclencs, a conscience coaiitioned by théusanda of ysars of
rolisious teachings, but also becauss it would nave iesn agalust
tne lawa of als countby. It would hsve been murdsr, Yot in
uniform ths same amsrican pilot could hsve rslossed a boxb over
Tokyo, killing thousands of men, women and children, and tien 1t
would no$ have been against his conscience, nor against tae laws
of ais country, or those of any othasr countrjye. |

Does this meun taat the individual has a conscisace,

waile soclaty hias nons?

Let us take anothar example. An/Zupoverisnad
Spanisa nobleman, waile attoading a baasgust at tns court cf
Wiesn Isauslla, could not have vesn tempted to staal a silvar
spoone e coulu not havs dons s0, not only bscauss of als
Caristisn upbringing, but also pscauss it wouid nave been azainst
tae lzws of éfiiﬁigﬁéry. And yst tns same noblepan, &t tno head
of his aray, did not hasitate to invade the landkpt tha Incas
and steal sniploads of silver from people who had\nover dons
nin or his country any harm. For looting was not sgainst nis
Christian conscisnce nor against the laws of his ecountry or

those of any other countrye.
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dow could tho imsrican kill thousands of Japanaso;
and tns Spaniard appropriste the lifesavings of a nation without
rémdrsa'or fear of puaishment? Indeed, thoy wers welcomed oack
a3 national haroes by iheir raspectiva countries, vur conteation
is tuet the religions of thue past wers abls to inculgats in man
@ oral restraint, , aicn in tims was legalized to ragulats life
and custon oe'cﬁaon individuals, within ths faaily, the tribe,
and evon within the nation, but left a void in the rolationshlé

between classes, nations and races.

e GAAL3iTad L.SIVIOUAL Ui AT DMOHAL S0cIsm

| 70t mucha scratiny is required to estadlisa tae
sbgence of Cnristian love in tas structure of our wsstern civili-
zation., 7The pivot arsuna walcia Christian civilizatica revolves
1s tae ten commandments of iiosss rather than the gospel of love,
~If tas zoverasent of a Christian ﬁétion caqn xaintain "law and
QUu=r,® waicn i1s the keynots of the ten commandments, ws call it
clvilized. Virtues charactsristic Af Christisn individuals ape
oot typical of establisaed “Christian® govermaents. The nassage
of Jesus.gnrist was essentlally for the individual, It influenced
inuividual concuct ratuer than collsctive baha§iour.

At the tiae of Chrlist, nations as wo know th=m
tRday, iia not exlst. Charist apoxe to si-pls paople wio could
noitnsr rsad or write, living in small rural commanities wgera
thay knew each other by their first names. They had no saclal
consciousnsss of a nation, much less of the world. wasn Carist

sald "love tay nsighoor," they took Him literally anu ever since
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Christians nave tried and usually navesucceeded in being kind to
thelr naighbors as long as thoy were individuals.

The people Christ taught cid not belong to an
integrated socisty with an awakened social consciosnsss, {ow
could 1t nave dDeen otherwiss: In an agricultural world, for the
Caristian worlu was, uatil very recently, mainly pastoral and
agricultural, the individual tiller of the 801l livcd a solitary
anucbutemplative 1ife. ie deponded for nils sustensnce cn ths
elsments of nature rataer than ths 1ire of the community. aoile
udrsnipping 404 and getting along neacefully with his neiznvors,

he rezained ignorant of tas world and its inhabitunts, In our

age of speed ws are apt to forget that for eigatesa hundred years

the average Curlstian 4id not wander more than thirt; milss fronm
tas place ofais birth in a lifetime, |

ihs tomcaings of Carist satisfied tne deeper

‘eaotlonal needs of the iadividual and nmade 1ife easier. .aat

couly build a greater chsracter than the words: "Zut I say unto
you, luvs your enemies, bless thex: that curse you, .10 5066 to

taem tnat nate you, andpray forthem waich despitsfully use you,
and persecute you"? C(nrist's message demanded a pure ueart and

stressed man's acuty to bis neighbors s an esssntisl part of . nis

duty to Jod. It consoled ths suffering, cormforted the deatitute,

and offered hope when there was no mors hope. It reiterated tas
moral code of ;0868 pnd spread it to ths far cornsrs of tns earth.
Taore 1s no evidence that Carist lateaded to organize

soclety. iis coatrivuticao was @ usiversal, othical and none-

political relijion, acceptsbls to both Jew snd Centile. He



"m
éaphasized tne possibilities oftns ;ood lifs, rsgardless of
- external and political conditions. iils teaahings were followed
by individuals rather than oy nstiéna. se can point to many
& nan Or woman wao uas lived & saintly Caristian life./but not
to tae history of any nstion which could be called truly Christlan.
Tas words of Carist: "Hender uanto Cazsar tns things tnat are Cassar's
and to 4od ths taings taat ars God'e”'éra of great historié , : -
coasoquénco. ¥lndoed, Caoristts amphasia‘on ths ldea that gzovera-
aent w,3 ia ons 3ense irrslevant because it was unableto touch tné
Ntrulj spiritual aand socially minded men could in itself readily
bﬁcome a doctrine of lack or.duty towards the state."$ |

Both 3t. Augustine and 3t, Isidore of Ssville
bellavec iu the divine appointmont of wicksd rulers, ana st. Grsgory
taugat the dﬁty of submission to evil kingss. Calvin wrotse: -
"unsrefore 1f we ars cruelly vexsd by an inausan princa or robbed
‘and nlunderec by ons avaricious ...it is not for us to ramady
tasss evils; for us it remains only to i=nlore ths ald of 3od in
‘w1336 hands ara ths hearts of xings ana changes of kinzaoms."&

Tas i nest spiritual t:racning on iaiividual
bohaviowr gseems to be expressed in those words of Cnristﬁ " shoso~-
ever snall saits toes on the riznt cneek, turn to nim ths otasr
als30, ani if any men will sue thee at the law, and tak: away tbyw
coat, let him have thy cloak also, andy whosoevar shall co=pel thee
to z0 a aile, o with him twein.® This, howaver, couid hot nave

been intendou to solve the problem of sociazl justioce.

vavaas I, Cook, iistory of rolitical pPhilosophy, Now York, p.l63
2 Calvin's Institutes, ook 1V, Caap. XX
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DOUSL. STaiiAKD '

love 13 purest u&ore l'. desires no return for
iﬁaelf. ideal love i3 only posaible between individuals where
mutual advaatages are not coasciously sought as thajraault of
love ~ a concitioa that anstions canuot match. wo can; tasrefors,
assume tnal Carist ciu not advise going ths second mile in the
hope taat tne Roman state mignt releat, or giving ths thief all
ia the hope that he might return what he had tsken, or loving the
criulual with no other motive than to disarm him, Love isnot
social Justice allnough social Justice naeds love. Cnristts
teachings on love can be applied effectively by individusls but
Dot by toe, state. Christ proulssd neitner pollitical psace nor
social Justics Lo & worluy that was too iamature to raeceive a cole
lective mo33az0.

Toat in spite of tus lixkitations of tae massage of
carist « a linltation iumposed by ths conditions of ais time = |
caristian iustitutions wore orgénized. aroves taat material means,
aowsvsr imperfoct, are nscesaary for tdo spraédlng of s»iritual
truta. Ths finest wine needs a ootile to contain ite .ind arounu
ths sSpirit that came from Nazareth a church was built, witnhout
walcn the messa;e of Carist would nave besn lost as a river ia
tas dessrt, | ‘

Tala churcia, wiaica was so nscessary for tae spreading
of tns 4 ospel and wnich, in the course of centuries, vs3caoms one
of tne uanltniﬁat andnoat powerful instituticas in the world,
failed when it tried to direct the econowxic and politicsl affairs

of nations. ror Christian love, while 1t could solvs problems
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between indivicuals, could not sottle differecnces between clasaes
.and nations. It was, tacrefors, unavoidabls that the Church, after
rep:ated unsuccessful atteupts to ta ke0ow r the reins of temporal
powsr, should eventuallx?;orced to leave politics to Caesar and
llacniavelll, '/ .

*In Coristian circlﬁa & aouble morality ...'prevails,
whicn 1$ explained uy the high position given to the 3tate... ihe
state with its 'morslity! plays its part as a world inaependant
of God end :His aAdngaom. Anytning tast puts itselfl ousice vou willl
itsclf ve God. This exalting of the State to tne same plane with
Jod musi be intolersble to the Christian couscience... In nous
affalrs the voundless powsr of the State may bs li-itsd by the
claims of Christian morality, but in forei n « rairs snd the
clysely assoclated Questions of minorities of othsr nationality
or ¢f other religious confessions it is often ulte Otharwiss./
In these sphnores tus negation of all xorality frequeatly cecomss
‘moraiity', if only the interests of tue nation nay oe thereoy
furtaered. Hers is tas unituerto uncongusrad stroagoold witnin
wilca thy spirit of tne world, tus spirit of mignt, has fortified
itsslr.”>

fhe Douknabors, the ilsunonitss, tis followars of
folstoy, and other Caristian sects - conscious of tna confiict
between pure individual morslity and tus ®lamarality® of tae
ostate - witudrew froas tae world to live epart in se_regated
communities. Out of this philosopay has grown opposition to
wilitary ssrvice., Psople who function oy tas usual “dounle
morality"™ ofton find it very difficult to understand thsse small
3¢ Dre sax iuber, Frofessor of International Law at Zurica, later

Prosident of ths Permanent Court of Internationsl Justics, SIail&Ne
POL1IIX UR. &VANGsLIUM, 1924, pe 40
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Christian sects. But sccording to ths Znecyclopasiia ﬁritannic@
®"the Loukhavors found their relations to othar pesople exclusively
on love" and "whsen living up to ths standard of their faith (they)
pressnt ons of ths nesrest gpproachss to tas reallization of the
Christian ideal which hss ever bsen attained,” Ihese communities
strive, with simple logic, to apply the tsachings of cnriﬁt.

| The tundency to witndraw from tois ®"wicked® world
to the saclusion of convents and monsateriss, in ordor to lsad a
"saintl;y® life, amounts to a tacit recognition that Christian
virtues so latimate in the 1lifs of individuals reaalned forsign
to ths ssecular world, The Protestant was not lsss explicit than
th» Catnollc, in his smphasis on ths indivicual who, following the
footsteps of nis Master, lived a -0od Cnristian 1ifs. :le believed
tnat be could ve “saved" wnile living in an unjust and, oy ais
oun Caristlian standarda, immoral statse

Tha CdtlsvIa I (OLITICS Atd X 205unIGC3,

fo a2 Gy ot

uae—gfig;-abazues oi’Christisn sweden or—se-oarly-
L7 e ‘
FE- 4 (8 "a land should ve ouilt «=ith law

and not with uesds of violsDCe... Law must Lo ;iven aou saintained
to orotect tne soor, sscurs peace for tue psaceful, oui to deal
pualsituznt anutsrror to the violsat...Sscsuse if thors uére no
law, no man could live in the land., Therefore law (not love)

was m&ade, in tn: bepinning by‘God, anc afterwards oy our king,
with the consent of noblemesn and tns whole of the common people.”y
Here ajsains love, as taught by Chriat, is consplcucusly adsent,
e 3ceandinavians, §n cownon wit.u other Luropsan nations, have es-
tablisnsad and majintalned civilization by enforcing the law anu
Le Uoted by 5i.rid Undset in Pios £O0:iLD, 1943, peclc

¢



~order oftn e Old Testament, rather than by usihg the principle

7 i 8

L4 .

,of love and forgiveness as contained in the Gospel. They did not

do so outof disloyalty tc Christ, but ratner because of their

inability to traanslate the moral value of love into their social
nseds, - ‘ : | | 4' a
: Christian love arouses pity for a starving man but

remains nelpless in the face of famine in Africa or slum conditions

in Alabama. 10 tne poor are offered charity and hops‘bu: not &

—

social revolution. Contemporaries, who vainly seex for love and

coapassion in inaustrial and solitical leaders, jump to the

erroneous conclusion that Caristianity nas failed. They argue,

and not witaout lo.ic, that wnathéristianity coul: do for the

indivicual it shouli Jo for society, forgettin. tunat Chfistianity
was not intenced to be a social religlon. It offered salvation to
fnaiviuuals bui not to séciety. 1t «id not guarantes—social juatiéa;
at best 1t mitizated human sufierin; througn pity and puailantrophy.

"{he devotion of Caristianity to the cross is an unconscious glo-

rification of the individual moral ideal. The cross is t.ue symbol

of 16Ve triumpnant in i1ts own intezrity, dSut not triumphant in the
world and society. soclety, in fact, conspired against the cross.”S

It is not‘éur puroose to mininize ths influcace of
tne taeachings of Carist. 4no could measure the confort and hope he
lﬁstilled in the nearts of untold millions of unfortunates by
saylng: You too are a manl You too can be savgd! ;He inspired many
& noble deed anua improved human behavior by giving man a moral com-
science.

“The final;importance of Caristianity from an ehbiqal

polnt of view 1s pernaps tue insistence that true progress is inward,

~5. Keinnold Nisuunhr, MURAL MAN AND IJMORAL 30CIETY, H.Y., p.82
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& matter of the individual, andthat outward change can never of
§tself bring about the good 1life. The danger involved has always
been that, turning inward, men migut forget the importgnce of
social justice as a basis for tnat good life, a dangqr particularly'
great aince a concern for oternity mignt. 1lead to the view that
earthly coanditions were unimportant. The individual migntnave the

duty to be consclentious in ais own benavior towards his fellows;

- but a9 would not necessary nave a duty to strugsle fortie general

ref,rm of soclety or for the creation of a more perfect political
oréer. In saort, wiaile social welfars might bs prompted by poli-
tical means waen opportuaity offsred, one coulu pesrform ons's
duty as a Caristian ana as a mem® r of society despite ths exis;
tencs of p,litical oppression. state and society were not
synonjmoua.... Jovernment, as a result, could too easily become
at once autnoritarian and nsgative, przserving the existing
political and social pattern, and acquiesced in, if not supportsd
by, relizion."6

soeial Justice i1s & problem left unsolved by

Chrisvianity, altnougza many wao gavy our nations character and

direction wers yod=fearing men who belicved in Jesus Chriast., Chris-

tian principles inspirei many social reformers who left their

mark on our social ianstitutions, 3ut tbsfo was somsthing in groyp
behavior whicn could not obsy tho dictaﬁes of individual conscience,
Ih:Caristian iadividual soon discovered that the political majority
to wnieh ae velonged could make no concessions to a minority out J

of love. liany an industrialist, kaown in nis private life as a

6. Tnomas I, Cook, op.cit. pp. 164-5.



8,09 and conscientious Christian, proved callous in his labor

relations without conflict of conscisncs. That groups and nations
can be more covetous and selfish than tae iniividuals that compose
thea , nas Oeen borne out by many an event, ,

2 'lTne evils we are fi.hting have ofﬁen aeénfcalled/
8ocial, political, or ocoﬁomié, beyond the reach of individual
act19n. The feault was not found wita tins individual as an individual,
but rather when that individual merged his individuality wita the
group or nation. it tnat stage the Bible‘éaased to be nis guide,

The Algnesc moral éxprossion of collective conacience is sseial

Justice, for wnich the Chnristian individual, nurtured 1n'lovo,'

has not been ;repared. Love'for_nis master did not liberate the

Kegro {rom slavery, nordid labor obtain fairer Wa es because of

the employsrst'! brotaery attitucs.
— Chrlist united man with dod, and man with man, but
not class with class, nation witn nacion. sociai justice anc the

cénclousness of tho cneness of mankind are still forsizn in the

‘Caristian worlu, not bacauss of any 1iﬁitgtions of Ca:ist, out

bscause of ta: limitstions of ths peopls to wiom lie spoxe,
Formulating tae foreign policy of a #estsrn couatry,
tas Prime Minisle r sald: "Gur nation nas no etcrnal frisnds, only
eternal 1ntsrests.” ihls is the meaning of another patriotic statée
ment: “iiy couatry, risat or Qrong“ - tas diiemma-of tie twentieta
century as it was startlingly illustrated in the ifurembers trials.

ihs American Peace Corpg, nowever sslflsss tos

. motivation of its youn; members, is still suspect, because the

State that sponsors it, like any othsr State in a pre-Bahi'f'

society, is primsrily interested in tne wolfarg of its citizens,



‘don't, then that relationship is in trouble."7 TR T
"It is necessary to insist that the moral achieve-
ment of individual goodwill is not a substitute for the mechanism
of social control. It may perfect and purify, but 1t canndt‘
create basic justice. Basic Jjustice in any society depends upon
the rigat organization of man's common labor...no.moral idealism
can overcome a baslc mechanical defect in the éoci;l Qtructure...
A profound religion..tcannot afford to dismiss the problem of
Justice or to transceﬁd it by premature gppeals to the goodwill
of 1ndividuals,..moral purpose must become incorporated in
adequate social mechanisms if it 1s not to be frﬁstrated and
corrupted."8 We cannot/%ggt Christian principles have been
jncorporated in the past in our political and economic institutions
to ensure basic justice, nor can we hope, in the light of

history, taat Christiénity can do so in tae future.

RolIGIuN TATiks Yol SLPARATRS .

Under the name of a Buddha, a Moses, & Christ, or
a Yuhammad more people have beenw united for a longer period of
time than under tns name of a Cacsar, a Plato, a Lincoln, or |
anyons else in nistory. Religion has been, we must admit, the
greatest of all unifylng forces. Bcclesiastical religion, it is
true, made very pronounced demarcations oetween men and was the

cause of many wars. Still, it has brougat togetner more people and

7. .enry Kissinger, TIME Oct. 27, 197%
8. Reinhold Niebuhr, AN INTNRPHEPKTION Oq HﬁIbTIAN oTHICS, 1937,

pp o 192-30;

The 3ecretary of State of the same country said recently: "If we
have a close relationship with a foreign government, it must be

because we believe tnat weanave permanent interests. If we don't
than taat relstionship is in trouble."7 )
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. has bsen a sreater influence for é peaceful community life than
any otner factor, It was religion that developed maﬁ;s intsrest
in God, an intersst outside himself, gn devotion to wnich he
forgot als baser self, at least for a while. This education in.
self-forgetfulyness unwrapped the egocsntric 1nd1v1d§a1. awakoned
his mind, and transformed him Jrudually into a éivilized man,

Aeli.ion has baen not only th: ireatest faector in
Sindlng people togsther, iﬁ has elso bsen ths greatsst moral forcs.
Can we cospare the influence for good of a Budana, a chbiat, or
8 i'oses witn tnat of a 30cra§es. a ¥arcus Aurelius, a ihakospeare;
or any otacr great nistorical fi;u:? ‘ihs .materialist, ar;julanz tnat
hunan nature cannot caaings, aust admit\thab numan bohavior ngs
¢hangeds wno can diczprove tanat religion haa been the grestest
31a:1s factor to i-prove nunan behavior in th: course of centuries?
senavior often repeated becomes a habit, anu hadblit is, aé w8 Know,
second naturs, which is as good as human nature.

If we wonder why a humaaltarian méy be séif-
sacrificing and~atill not adhar to any religion, tous answ:r liss
benind centuriss of nabit-formin: ancestors and a cumulative
aussn environment lampresnatea with spiritual virtues. rany an
agnostic coaldnot ﬁalp but assimilate, oftsn uanconsclously, the
ethical viluss of his religlicus oackgréund.

A‘ | itelizion ;aa not made perfesct iauividusals, =uch
iesa nas it created & perfectam society. sut, if we add up all
that can os said for and against it, the balance sheet will show
taat it uas doas more go0a than larm, that it has brougat more
peace than strife, that, gn meny of ths wars thatuere fougnt in

‘bs nams, it was used @s an excuss t, shield buman failings, and
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that when religion was served as opium to the §ooplo. itﬁas of
a kind tha; ligntened their surfafing without undermin#ng their
health, (31lnce man cravea for intoxication, intake of tho spirit
of God.seems preferable to distilled spiri® from fermented grains.)
"Al)l religions are,” as C.G. Junj, the famous psychologist puts it,
®"therapies forths sorrows and disofdara of the soul,”

ﬁeligion has besn the greatest civilizing force.
though often mlsused. This was inevitable, for mlnlfound in God

& Pover greater than hicself, a Force he couli not fully understand,

. Bacourgzed by nis initial success, he was bound to overresach hime

self and thus nsmpered ais own pro-ress, a Canadihn clerzyman saide
"aith respect to rligion we hav$ reached the end of one era and
the bbginning of anothér.“ In tals politicaliy and economically
interdependent out strife-ridden world is it not 1o ical to ask
wastner religlon could not again supply ﬁunifying force as of old,
but tnis time on a scale to encoupass tae wiole emrtal

(' “ ] TN 1 ; B A
INVERRUR 1‘;:«;‘.3’:‘11;’!.

‘h» sreatest commandment of Cgriét, "{aou snalt

love thy nei;abor és thyself," does not mesn that tas United Jtates
should love rexico as 1tself, orthat all Irisasen saould love all
mn:lisamon collectively as one Christian can love anotnsr Caristian,
wien we entar into therealm of social relations,.it.is not 1love
nor law but tne coambination of both, Juatice, wnich 1s tné highest
moral coefficlsnt. Individuals belohging to a group or nation em
express love, truthfulnesa, charity, and other Christian virhues.
but not Jjustice. An individual can nevar be surs 4f he is jJust m
hls deallngs, but he can always be sures if hs loves a psrson or not.

If two peopls lovs euch other,thuy solve their problems without
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recourse to justice,This is not trus eitnor of two corporations

“or of two nations. The highest moral expression between groups

or nations is not love, whica can issue odly fron 1n§}v1&uﬁl;,
but Jjustice, wnicia is the impersonal expression of a collective
conscience,s Lovs; the highest morsal conception of Chriatiunity.
uld not and cannot supply the key for tne solution of our economié
and polihical problems,

The lawgiver of tns Hebrews made sgoclal prcgresa
possible witnin caitaln limita. .Under the bhnaar of law and ordor
indiviuuals could band togstaer, and establish a conparstively
peaceful community lire. Tas modern world, hqwever, has losc‘

1ts equilidrium, _Lconomic intsrdepsndence cbnpsls us, though

traditionall; an. psychologically unprepared, to be mors conscious -

ol gfoups gnd astions than of lndividuuls, Nsitasr the lova of
Christ nor tnsg law of‘noses can ofrsr‘nel§._rdp naitaor can insure
social justics to tas whole wcrl&. ' A

' - "Iao Hevelation assoclated with tue Palth of Jesus
Carist focused atteation priwarily on tns reasmptioa of tiae indie
vidual and tas aoﬁlding of ais conduct, ahuatrsssod, as 4ta
central taemeo, tue nocessity of laculcating a hign standard of

morality end alscipline into man, as the fundasgsatal unit ia human

soclety. Kowhere in the Uospels do we find any reference to the

unity of nations or tae unification o' nmankind as a whola. wWhen
Jesus spoke Lo tanosa around niam, he addreaaed tham prinarily as
inuiviuuals pataor than as componsnt parts of one universal,

indivisible entity, Ths whole surface of ths eartn as yst unexe

'plored. and tho organization of all {its peoples and nations as one
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unit could, coasequently nob‘be onviaagéd, how much less proclaimed
or establisned."d |

B Bahatis beliove taat 134y marks tns‘beginning of
a.neu spiritual nanaiésanoo,'wnicn 15 awakening in amen tae social
8wareness nacessary for soclal Jusﬁico.- Tne libératién of alavéa.v”}
ths goclialist ana cooperative movements, prozress toward politicsl
anu econouic domocracy, and many other huusnitarian movsments, el
bad thelr origia at about the same time in the nineteentn century,
The baslc principle of tae Baha'{ ?aith is the oneness of mankind,
gnd it ollers avuaique and qnallongiag'patcern for the devoloprent
of a world ordier., Just as Christ taugbt individual disciplins, a0
.Bahé'utllén is offering a maturing numanity the means for 1mposing
social uiscigline_on itselfe lu» Saha'l Felitn 18 liks ta: sreat
 realligions of tue msat in that it upnoids a bellisf in Jod and
' étreaaes otanical concuct in the individusl, but it differes uraatldy
.in taat 1tg cinlefl concsrn is tos creation of a world coverament
-ani a world civilization based on Justico.

adolescent voys csase fi ating eaca otasr w.:=n tnoj

reacn manuood, a8 it is not soqomly for grownup msn to settle an
arjument witn thelr fists.. Likewise nations will, as thav oute
crow thelir adolescsnce, gathsr around a table ahddstpose of their
differances as matura.men. In a mature age whlcn. sccoruing to
. Bahatu'lldn, we are now approacaiang, a now-world-atnic is required.
Cohtormity to law as stressed in tho 0ld Testament, tho‘signirionnco
of ;ova a3 streased in the New Testamsnt, find their syntuesis in

soclal justice, as expressed in tae collective conscience of an

Ve anogul ZITencl, TULPKVUAISLD DAY xs'coxs. s1lmetie, Ill, p. 124,



86
awakened bumanity., |
Bmu'u'llab has deck red that juaticu s the
/foundatlou of all numan virtues. Justice ia,thp,worldoothio
. osgential for the well-being of all psople., And yét ﬁhon Ws rond;
Of the strikers from an African wins, or the dock workers of
Honb fong, or ths aqara-crOppors of ﬁrazil. now many of us ﬁould
’crusade for justice: Baha'{s oslieve, aad tnay havs demonstrated
it already in a world-wida oommunity, taat tae nsw ompnasis in
huxsan expazrisncs 1s centered ﬁround tha'cdnaciousdoas of ths gae~
negs of wmankind, «ith bhem, this is not a sént4mantal or:intollcc-
tual acceptance of cns brotharhbod ofman, vut a deep-r¢ot¢d con;'
victioa experienced tnrouun faith in Jahq'u'llah.

A - "ine principle of tune unanosa of ! ankind-—tua pivut
roun: walca all tae teactings of uaua'utllan revolvo - 15 10% more
ogtn“rst of ignorant siotionalism or an etorcssion of va;us and
plous aope. It3 appeal is 0ot to be mersly 1dent1flai with a rQQ. |
awakkzning of tuo épirit of brothubhoéd and o0dewill an-onz nen, nop
Coose it alm eolely at the fostering ofnarmonious cOOperatiéa axong
~ladlvicual peoples and nations, Its implications are cesper, its
clelns greaver taan any waich tae PiOphata of old were sallowed to
. AdvVaice,  Its &cssage is applicaols not only.to the 1nuiviuua1,_hnt
cyicerns itaslf pﬂmarily with the natuie of thoss essonti.l r«ala.tiOn‘
snips taat must vinu all bJa statss and nationa as memdars of one
* human feuily. It does not constitute meraly tho engnnciabion of
an ideal, but stands 1nsoparabiy assoclated wita an institution

adequate to smbody its truth, demonstmmte its validity, and per -

petuate its iafluences It implies an organic change in the structure
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of present day soolety, & change such as the woild h#s not }et (3 0
pericnced.ss It calls for no less than the reconstruotion and the
demilitarization of ths wiole civilized world = a world organically
unified in all the essential aspocta of its 1ife, 1its ﬁoiltioal

' macalnery, its spiritual aspiration , its trade and financs, itas

m“.r'ipt and iari;;uagd. and yst iafinite in the.'divorsity of the
I0

Cur oonoluaica.ia that nouhvar moral we may Lo as
1aa1viguals.~§e live in an immoral state. The oitizono’or @ dountry_
taken as indivicuals way be friondly, trustworthy, liksabls and
cna:itablo. f{et tas same people oollect1V¢iy, a3 & nation, can be
guilty‘of cru;lty,.Oppresaicn and mass murder, entirsly out of
character in relation to taeir individusl msmbers. 4ay? 3scause
tn: 1mpact of ths religions of the pa st -stopped short souewnere
aloag tos lins of our evolving conasclance. ‘“hs problam of our age
i3 a breakthrou;n, transcenting the limitations of raciél. astional
and raligivus ioyaitiss. |

Can moral sanctions have tnavsama_restrginlng effaot
on a natlion as they navs on inldivicuals? 3ince mnra; laws are ine
corporatsd in our legel system to ragulagz tae relationalip batwﬁen
1ndividuqla, wiy are tnore no alallar laws in existsace to prevont
conflict vetween classes, strifs vetween otinioc sPoups and wars

betwssn nations? Caa the good uhicn 13 ia eaoa citizen be expressed

Collectively tarouga the state?

" The next chapter has tho task of nnsuaring'tneso

11
Questions, Ji- it A 1 X

due onognd <L fendl, 1w AO0RLD OHDIR OP 3.&40'1&:\1‘1» NeXay pohz.
1l. Fart of tae msterisl in thts chaptersis rsprintsd from the
writor'!s earlier vook: “IHIo "Aild UNS CUUNIRY," now out of print.
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SOCILTY WIfd 4  SoN_CInNGHE

W6 are now comlng to ths céntral cors ot this
Oo0Ke 30 far we navs seen cunt asstern society naa not been
abls to aanorata a conscisnce comparavle to taat of the indiviiudb
Nt VY
‘since 3£ is motivated prlmarily by aalt-intercat.~ In desoribing
tae followinz social situation we shall try to illustrata how the
Bana';fFaitn transforms'society into & iiving organiwn ang dooa
slves 1t a conscieace, At tha same tine we snall also GNUCUVOr
to answer tae quentio@lwa are often aaked. '.ias Lha saca'l Falth
anytaing rsallj new to offer td the worldﬁ' |
Gursory'raadora of 2aha'l litsraturs may conclude
buut thore is nothlnyg rcally now 15 i; besices 1ts nansve 4 atudy
of cowparative rs=lisions sihows that ull'rsllgiané teac.u the .iolden
mule.ignc subatls st anad fci s rosment vetween sclencs anu r:=ligion,
equ&litj Jetwsen men .ana womon, agymoaay .etween peopie of uifferent
racag and cultures, world 5ovardmant, a univarsal tonue, a wdrld h
police fores and world psace. inese are pr._lse.ortony @155, and wore
vurlag in tue latier nalfl of to: nineteonta ceatury waen annouincsd
, oY tiae rounusr of ilnu pshatl Féitn, vut ls rovllovers .o not clgim
fo; these ideals a world cOpyright.vaaha0ia elso bslicve 1a Lhe
onons3s of mxankind, wialch othara may call tas brotacrnood of man,
;but tals apparently is not new either,
| 4 ahat tnsn‘ig new in tas Bana'l Falth? For ualess
tu;s faitn has someining new and vital rq}oura age, nol avalluble
in tae'otnorreliéiona. sana'ls nave no 1531031 Justification to

h
~ foram a nsw religsion, and thus createn a furiasr division of our

fragasnteu socictye JSanaulllan did oring sometuing new ana of
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grsat'uraﬁncy. for our times. It is so new that we nivo no adsquate
Words in our languaga to maks it rcadily 1nt311131b10. Just as
- televlsion was & w3aningless uord uob 30 Dany ysarsa ago. .

| For waat aaha'u'llan haa brougnb to ths. world wWe can
call a new inventlon, It Is cvrtainly 8 new crsation, & nsw ex=
peri-nce i1 mankind', goclal and spiritual life. It is mors than
&n idea and mors than a law. It 1s mors thun a tochnique, and has
‘8lree . y¥ veen taated 1n a pilot plent, Those who have genu*nely
tr1a¢ it can tastify that 1t works, Psopls were skeptlcal at rirst
of tL, fegaibility of talavision. until tasy could see taat tno
“thiag worked, .2y we not siallarly expect ™ a:tanc-:. Wwaen we are.
deulin; wita & new dlman§ioa in tha rﬂaln\of mofal and social
exosriﬂnce, e:pdoiullj wncn ta: proof o sceing 1t work raq uiroi
agrs oreparation  than tﬁs buy 1n5 of a tzlevision set? \ |

PAT 3 IV A3 Sub LTy e,

ror purposes of illustration we sisll assume three
ideatical countriss fmelaz ths zato situation, Saci country has
recantly emsrzed frocx colonial status, anu finds 1ts population
evenly, thoush not Zsographlecally, divided 1hto two linguistiq
groucs of ogual 1n35r£ance. Tne co&ntrlfs involva.i cannot bréak
up, 2n2 are tod small and too poor to afford ths expanse of two

Ificiql 1an5ua~es, two eysteﬂs of education and modia ox comuuni -

eation, Fas proolem is which of tae two lan'uabaa to cnoosa.

ihe first country ia a aictatorsnip, tnsrslors,
the solution 1is sinpla. rn: result, howsver, is not satiafactory,
since half tnos nation hss to learu a language it did not‘ohooso;

- Fsyochologists teldl us tuat res:ntment a;ainst apeople can cevelop
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a mental block whioh maekes 1t alaost 1mpoasib1e'td learn its
 1un$uago.l with i=pedud cémmunioatioa tnis country's pr03ressyii'
soriously ronsbdod,'coupled with the uncavtainty.that a tupuro
/ military coup could reverss the caolice of langusgs, throwihg the
S couatsy fnto deeper turmoll, : L . | : » -

Tns gecond nation eusrges a3 a mddarn.uembcbécy,'
uita LAy LYS perlianentary systenm huannringaﬁuity suo far dé&imJA»Ll _
»aevisé. e couatry}rorms twé nértias'along 11 uistic lines, since:
1t 15 too 'predo;xiina.nt iszue of the day,. and probobds t> an or:iarlj
folection. e elected ?avty with a vary sazll muajority dscrass
1ts toncue tans officicl lan,uu.s of ths country, whicn Hives its
@cmbers a reat cconoulc adﬁautage. Ide losing party suuvaits out-
waraely, bul szethes witain with sbvious issatlsfiction Qnidh
haz#ap; pro ress ior man& consrations Lo coma,

- in nsith?r casé 13 tas natianvéaally uialtes, for
tas woaelsion Lo casoss tas navioansl laasua.e was nade by ane in
the datersst of t.ua puarty in Sower. Furtnarmoré, tha2 possivility
of futurs frictions or contlicts ramain'uitn h5 SI0spect of |
acaleving a national cdnsensus, mucn less & national consclences

We ahall now turn to tas third country,unicnvis a
Dahaty stztes For purposes of a more sffactive comparison we want
to assumne tnbt the baha'is as individuals in this third state aron
not batter or more¢ mature than the citizans of ﬁne otiaor two
Cauntviea. ne only differsnce is tuat thair Faltha has eadowed
them witn an ifatrument wnicn, ia its present embryonic form is
called ths administrative Order, walch in tos future will vs named

tae @World Order of Dahatufllah, It is the system witha waich
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sahg'is solve their sooclial problems.,in thiscase the selection of :
',au offioclal language. ine fipst action will consist in organizing
.Régioaal Convsntions where each adult citizen votes far a numboé
of uelegsates, bassd on ppdportlonace éepresoncatién,.for tae
ahhual Hatioaal Convention. Thu Hational convsntion in turn will
elect tha nat;onﬁl Jp&riﬁuul Assembly, consisting of nins adult
men or_ﬁoman, in the futurs to bs called the Kational House of
Justice, which will decius on the country's o:ficial languago;
‘nera 18, however, & ,rsit cifference Letween _
'pol*ticai elsctions 23 we know them, and Bena'i elections. 1In a
 Baha'i soclety tusre are no partiss, wnicu divices tus natlon;
thare are no canaidatas; gince there are no nre asure groupas thire
is a0 party platflorm, since svery elected memder rolldws freely
tae ulénatas ol als oun_conaciancé,‘andi is not cormitted Abv
responsibls to any cTOUp or purty. snere is no electivneoring
cdther to ssrve sp&ciul intsrests or stir up ecotions, |
all votes asre cust oy secrat Lullot ia perdon,'ov
by uall, in a calm and prayerrul‘atmospnere. tor a Saha'l to vote
i3 Jusu as sacred an act as prayer or coamunion is to a Caristian,
1t is an iategral part of nis spiritual 1ife, iho parson us votes
'for do»s not represanf’nis interests but uls consclience, aince
.uota\wéra nurtured in tnelr common faith ana love for Jana'u'llah;
[aus ln tue process of suca an election solfisa ;ntor&sts tand |
to becoma selflegs, <‘heir stato of mind is bést expressed in these
wgrcs or abdutl-jaha, written waen ie was toirty one ysars old:
"Io regard humanity as a single individual, anu one's own gelf as

& asaver of that 6orporsl form, and to know that if paln afflicts
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any mombar of that body, it must inevitably result in suffering

for all tas raest,”

The procsas of iHaha'i eleotions brings bota factions

togotner. It coes more, it tles tnem togsther into one organic

whole. 7The question of lenguage vecomes secondary to their

falth ia daha'u'llah; and to tnsirconviction that the Qnole is

mors izportant than the part, There is no solution for the section

‘without submitting to the interests of tas wole nation, o claim

rigats for the part at t.e expense of ths whole would be tantamount

to ta: _.lving up of cne'a falta., It would be disloyalty to
woul. c3ugo

‘Baha'u'llaa and to God, anc ‘taoe cripplin& of onets soul. i Jana'il

spirituql aszalth 13 tiled to the world coaaunity. A fisn uill die
outslis of water, A Jana'i’xill also éle spiritually outaide of
ais cdmmunity to which he i3 tisd o r"anically.

| "{yhre tas frults of ons tree. and tx, loasves of
ons orxnch. 33 ge as tas fin:srs of one iand, t.us nembers of one
bauy. All the 33911@63 of the world have appearsd fiom one. lree,
ani 2ll the drops from ono Ccsan, and all 00i:.33 Owe tuelr exise

tence to ons Being."g de may add to this: "i community ia which

tho friends loves each other, ancourags each other, work tOgatbar,

eand are as one soul in ons vody, becorne a trﬁé, orzadic, nealthy
PodyeesIn such & wody all will receive spiritual nsultn end

vitallty from thns organism 11;3011‘."é

Ve can now discuss tha National Jpiritual .ssembly

of nins members w10 neet for consultation and ars to Jeciis which

1, ubau'l-saﬁq, 3.0nul OF LIVINS CIVILIZATION, pe39

de Janututllan, Puvilsiu vAY IS Cini, pelll .
3« Unlversal .iouse of Justics, J=LLSPRYI . COF JUIDAKCS, pel9
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of the cuovlangudgos to chaoose, 1t could hapren that four ars

ofons lsnjuags group, and five of the otaer, taouga 1t would
" have

bs more likoly, that oane or more are billingual any family ties

Hltn ootu slaes, As we sald usfors none of thom are committed to

eitner seotion, Tneir eonsultaxidn and tae vots of each rsmainas
secret, Befors consultation and voting they pray. ‘hey will prey

- intensly for taeir msin concern is to please god ani to preserve

the unity of ths nnblon. wveryons of them K20Wa tnat to prefer
the latsrests of a faction without recard for the p@tion.as a wndle'
is not only xiafxX solfisn but éinful and would {0 against his
conacisnce, wiich has been trainsu froam cailanocod that "tne aiven=
taze of the part is best to Do reacned by the advantsze of ths whole.'
- since tas Assenoly wants Lo ve just to voth linjue
istic sections of tas nation,‘st will}enacu laws vO ['ully coue
peasate any econoalic or otner aisadvancage sufrersu uy tnose |
wiio will have to learn a now 1an~uage.' Jus ssction waoss tongue
was cunosen mizut oe suoject to & provisionai axtra tax to pzy for
antlied fm Leortyf ¥lo [rommguap€e
ths ecucation and loss of time of taa otaersh .uatever cecision
13 arrived at by majority vote th: wholo nation a*capcs a3 just,
because of their trust in taeir Hational Assembly and thair
common fuitn and loyslty for vahatu'liah, s |
ibs secret of the asscubly's success lioa id'taa

fact tuat Beha'utllsh hes evoked & nsw dai-aension of sociul cone

~ 8clousness, and maue them collectiv:ly responsible to Jod. For a

Saha'l to contexplate a law whica is unfuir to g minority sroup

woulli bs Jusi as difficult as for a believing Caristian to plot

N l
]

a turglary of his caurch.
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Wnidd each assembly member 1s encouraged to present
his views as convincingly aa ne can, he knows that he sees Qaly
o° taéoc_ot the whole truth. He knows that he ropro;enta‘oaly a
pabt. and thag tho‘groatosb good 1s in the whole, After hs has
prssented his opinion, it 1s no longer hias, A Baha'i gives away

his opinion in the Asaembly, @s & Christian gives away a Amas gint,

Without preparatory training, group thinking can
easlly os clsturbed and swayed by a dominant perasonality. "“rChe
ﬁembers of‘tna 4assembly,” writes Abdu'l-Baha, ®*must in every
matter search gut the truth and aot 1néiat upon their own opinion,
for stubbornesgs and inaistenco in one's views will lead ultimately
to discord and wranzling and the truth will remain hidden." Cone
ditionec from exurly youta, aftar presenting his case as wall as
he can, a saha'l will try to unaers}and tas othué point of view

rathsr tnan defend nis owne. ne reli;ious mind is often a'oldaod

‘mind, lot so in tae Jaha'i raitn, for thersin one's e70 g3 conatatly

tostea ana purified, as the will of tae indlvidual, on matters of

sTtoup action, aas to submit to the will of ths Assembly..

A 1ittls sirl approacaing her father asiked nim what
bz was dolég. iie answered, "I'm writing my sermon for neit sunday."
iilgdaugnber askeds "Daddy, how do you know wnat to write?" After
some assitation taz mlulster answersd, "iod tells we,™ *Daddy,"
the girl asked, "if Gb@ talls you wnat to write, wny‘do you rub out

80 auch:" xhsn we listen only to our inner volce ws are nct roally

. 8ure how much of it 43 the volce of God and how much thes voico of

_ our ego,
In Jaha'i consulcation each minu gives us wall as .

takes, and 1s coastantly tralned to remain Oopen, Ine icdeas bora
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ia such a mssting are the result of cresative interaction of unselfish
minds. uno freed from peraonal anbition has greater vision and
deepor insizht. Tnis is the detacned attitude of the sclientist

aosorbed in an objsctive search, and yet with a passion for truth,

-1t 13 a new process of intercreative thinking. It ocures >t

opinionated poraon whose mina is all madé Upe

No sgecial authority 1: coufarred upon the coalrman

 of the Assemoly, andhls vote doaa not carry more weignt than tnat

of any otaar membar. whlle a ducision may aeve been reacned by a

majority of ths fiine, i has the iame effect as a unanimous vote,
Por when tae aine membcia present thelr vicws - and their vote -
thoy give it away, anad transfer individual reaponsioility.to
collectivs responsibility, shnsther an iniividual was for or against
an issue ia immaterial &ftér a vote is taken. That i3 on= of the
reasons waj theres are no minority groups or scslsas in ths

Jaha'l Paitn. |

‘with tae cresation of tas Bana'i administrative

oruer, Janatulllah aas endowed tuse comzunity of Lls followers

wita colloctivs uoral rosponsibility. By luposing collsctive
responsibility oa tae community; tals iFalti ondowa socliety witn
2 collective conscience,

UL oY w03 10N

an \mevlcan “liloSOphor wrote: "ror {ts effoctivo

J&lV&Lion man&inu will need to unulsrgo something like a a: ontnneoua

' religious coaversion, ons that will replace the mecnanical world -

plcturs with an oraanic world picture.” b Is not tnin waat

T Towls uaford, & MYTH oF D43 MACHINE, peiil3
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panatutllau 13 offerlng %o tho work .7 nrtega y,Jas3et, spaints
'5utstaazin¢vpnllbsbgner sald: "Communitios &rovnot‘fonﬁed taat
pP3ople a; livs tbgatuer; out to c¢o aomethin; to:sther,” |

. 4ords cannot cenonatrate uhat 3331 utllah has
brouunt to ths hQPlJo “hat 13, psrhaaa, unyraoma people wnq
‘attences a jaga!i,maatiné naver wéht bacs, Inw Jéﬁé'i kaj of 1ife
13 part&cipation. It is;nat sitting and liStaniﬁg, watening aﬂd
Praying. salnt ratrlck went to Ire l1:nd u34 founded udr auihnity
itnérc; PARVIR ¥ 3 24 .”15J‘Ouarj can bulld a cu;aal L a aeatasn
' villa;a,\ Ju»la, ani clalm tne csvavlishment of als Fui.u.'s\

~

onaali plonser canou -0 Luﬂ a8, ror- Niag Falts is ool :CSJ*133BG

.

uatil_tnfrc fs a comnuulity witn a functisning Loeal Lplrituul
CA»5eMOlys 4 tdasgociat:. thne agalnistratiﬁe principlcs ot .ho
Cuauss Lrom Pas surcly solrdoual ano ‘x.::A.i'n':it.a rian bLraciilags woudd
b3 b.at oount to a matilation of éna bécy of tar Cause, a :epération
thaet éan only pasult in tae Giéintagratian of 1t; con sonent parts,
an: tae extinctiovn of ths i'alth iftsclf,” - Jor.fuv's;ne roason
onaetl statlstlcs _iv: ususlly to: npumber of Local Lniritual
ass2melios ratasr tnan toe nutoer of vali:vers in Laz worlds.
Yhs developlng uaau ﬁaturing of tae lacivl uuld vel i~V4r i1s con=
“Atlonsd oy als iﬂt rrelationsuip  wlith oz Jﬁd;'i co nun*ua, |
1t3 committees znd aszanclios,
'Qna.wuo VLays uls conselones uas OV -reodma uls
baseb‘lnshiucts. A conmuuitj fte a boliéc{LVQ co:iaciance over-
comes tav Jdesire for natioaal supr.macy, for monopollatic privilo-'

&3 or Lor raclial priorit). Jas Sahatl acalalistm tive systom incore

poratas not only iadividual .ood will into a social mechunism, but

be sa0oonl Lffondl, GULSALC. FOR TuDAY ALD TOHROH, Do 99



97

produces a quality of the soul whicn can bs born only out of a
collective axperience. - o Ly B
fbnan”d'qij Justics as an abstract idea 1s relative. It is the
baianco bDotwsen rsward gnd ratribution, This balance is inpossiole
between indivicuals without lova.'-Botwoen nations, oévbetwaon

minority and majority groups, this love 1s expressed c&rough .

Justice, Taough love and justice spring from the'same divine source,

thalir expression isd different., une hundred true Christisn, Muslim

- or Jewish bolievers will, as individuals, show the same qualities

of love and joodwill ss ons aundred true 5ana'is, but witn this
difference «. tns ons nundrsd Baha'is will, in eddition, elsct a
;piritﬁal assenbly sand will express tneir sociél attitude tdd%dl'
othéré 23 one organic unit, &ith @ collective conscience, trained
for colloctive action, cnllactivély responsibls to Jod,

;Juatice cannot be ensirined in any constitution,
ilo vook can contain it, Justics like love canuot bs preservad in
‘a legal document or established Ly precedent, Justice ilks love
 canuot be separated from conscisnce, ;aen conscience 068, justice
8063 witn ity social Justico is iupossivie Qitnbut a colloctive
consclence, ancdit is this collect1VQ'conscisnoe whien 1s tao basio
working principle of the future Baha'i House of Justice.
: It 15 a new kind of exparience, so now taat even
: 5aha'1a uescribes it as ombryonic, meaning tnah it 1s still in the
process of birth, 7To explain 1t to tas uninitiated isa not egsy.’
Pernaps tuat 1s wny ibdu'l-saha wrote: "Nothing on earth can be

dsmonstrated by words alons, anu every level of existence is known
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n"{ts message 1s applicable not only to the individual,

primarily with the nature of th

a1l the states and nations as

but concerns 1tself ose essential

relationships that must bind

members of one auman family.

6, Shoghl uffendl, world oprder of Bahatu'llah, p.l2
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by its aiggé4and aymbol:. and every de;res iﬁ man's development
has 1ts ideatifying mark,*® L s

} “l1s not the obJect of every itsvslation to effoot
a trauaformation ia the whols chsraoter of mankinu. a transrormaﬂion
: that saall) manifest itqolt, botn outwardly and 1nward1y, taat shall
affect both 1ts faner life and axteraal conditions; For if the
character of mankind bs not énansed. the futility of aod'sl;~
,unlversal Hanifestation uould bs apparent,”’ |

A -y rI Ho O Lioo. i.n.lx‘.

In contrast to bne relibioua communities or the
past, wolca were essentially father-centared, tha Bahatl sorld -
community is ceatored around assemblies, rna ministsr of nany
a Cnriatiad community 1s still addressed as father., iin:s and
sult.ns, pores and vlshops ofton filled ths nee& of a futaer
image, Joing vack stild furtncr,’tne.patriarcnal 8oclsty was the
establisnad pattoarn. |

/ For tas last slix thousanu yoara leadsrsalp mosat
1nuiviuusl 3=raoaa1 fupact. Until receatiy it was assuasd toat
lsau:rouip, ani for tanat matter any accomplisament requiring skill
- end snowled;e, let alons Judgemsnt, could ccms oaly {rox tue
fauiviaual, an orz.nization, we assumed, could porform oaly
sinple, repstitive, rejimonted work :

It s only sinocs tne erj ﬂalf of this cuntury,

coinciuing wlta the beginning of ths sana'l worlid, that wo can
‘discorn a trend of leadersinip from king to parliamuent, rrom

minister to cavinet, from gensral to war council, froa Judbo to

6. t\Ddu.l"Dmla' Juctial (VI aJIVJ—u« CIVILIul& Idl‘. p.\}a
Te 3sdatutllen, BAAA'I WRIL{Ings, +dlmottay 12, PesS
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Jury. The lsrge business organizations are no longer bullt or
™un by one man. Jdreat decisions are increasingly satrusted to tne
lhtoraction of many minds, bs it a board, a comaission, or council,
Even our great inventions are today tue result of tas working
togetnsr of many scientista, _1 . | i .,4n
| A spiritual Assemoly, whother of a iocal, national
. or iaternational Baha'ilcommunity. reprosonis a new type of leadere
sbip, An assemdly's influence oan a.community is uifferent I'rom the
| impact of a leader'!s personzlity. an assenbly can neVeé udureué &
'éommunitY‘witn the authoritarian and often condescsnding voice ofa
a father's "my culldren.” A leader's rolationsaip to a coamunity
15 1iko taat of a fatasr to his caildren. A Bana'l aasumbly‘s
'ralétignsnip to its commuainy}ia a naw way, vora out of tuclp 4
common feith aad understancing, ratiner taan suvsasrvisnce uAd authorit.
&Aenva comaunity is m%turo, not o@lf in a paysical'
soass, naasly, that eaca saha'i voter is ovar éwahty-ons, out aléo
remotionally aad spiritually, tils assenoly's aecisicn'is sccaplied as
the ultimate jood for all. (he bond tnat dinds tas sanati voter
- to als asscmbly. als collective consclsnce, is dezpor, anu different
frou taatv of aay'oqur volar ia relation to 313‘30VOPum6nt.
“ien a baha'i votes he ia parforming a coasecrated
"~ aot of als falth, aad when am assexbly qonaults and réachea a
¢scision it doea so in conscious affirmation of thair com&on faith,
in sucn & rolationsaip, when the uracs of uod is evoiked, tae impact
‘ ot-numan personality with itas inlherent limit@tiona is ous of place,

the shift 15 thus inevitaibly from fataer to
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azsaibly oont.radnaaé. from personality to idea centeredness;
from immaturity to maturity. L | '

| *All creatsd thinga," wrote Abdu'i-Bnnn;. "iave
their degrse of qaturity.’ ne porldd of maturity in the life of
& tree is tas time of its fruit-bearing ... in the auman Kingdom
man reacnes nis maturity when ths lignt of’nis 1ntolligehco
attains its greatest power of deﬁslbpment.“e |

| About thirsty yoarsago\snégni iffendi wrote:

“ihat mystic, all pervasive, yet tridefinable changs, which we
associate with tho sta;e of maturity lnevitsols in tné lifg of
ths 1adividual and ths dev:=lopmont of the frult ... ause uavé
its countergart in tias organization of numan socisty. A similar
state must sooner or latar be attainsd iu'taa collective life of
Aaanking +ee and 2ncowing the wiole nﬁman race vwita such potan-'
tlalitics of well-belnz as shall provide, throu.aout the
succwiding apes, the chiefl encentlvs required for ta:z chﬁtual

fulfillaent of its alga déstiny.“?

8¢ PAUMISZU JAY I3 CuM&, pelZ3 |
9e¢ Part of the muterial in Chapters VI and VII is rspriated
- fron tas autaor's articls in  wuilo Okolit, Fall 1367,pe.7=31.
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CHAPTER VIII

GOD AND TH: 3 .VEN VALLZYS

-3cisntists calculate that our earth has been in
‘ 4-*11,(
oxiston $or—+4wo thousand million @ars. 3ir Jamss Joan, as weldl

43 other physicists, estimate that our planet should endure another

two thousand million years. I’h&#—weaid—phwmowuwa_mmq
_ mb&—oxpeotcﬂ—ﬁfmsn—of—mis_gmo. Prehistoric man has lived

on tals earth tor iaen million years, or more. Recorded history
can't trace }m’ back furtr thaa the relatively short psriod of
81x thousand years. Toynbee's twenty one oivilizations, as ws habe
~ 8een in tne firat Chapter, encompasas tae same time-span of six
thousand years. The Adamic oycle, yhid 3tarted with Adam, the
first man with a consciousness of 3od, also hag haed its bezinning,
aocording to ibdu'l-Baha, 8ix thousand years ago.

» Looking into tae future, tne Baha'i cycls isto last
five hundred thousand yesars, whida 1s not as much aé it seums,
since thisplanet wyta mon on it has a sclentifically calculated
1ife expsctentacy of tio thousand milllon years. This means that
there isencugh time left, barring nccidents, for four tn ;ugsand
‘oycles to last, like tns Baha'l cycle, five nundred thousand
years each, | |

Betwoen tnosé calculations stands puny man in ‘the
Jear 1978,wondering if there 1s an Ixitelliganoo greater than
himself in the universe. Lifs for beats in the field and birds in
the air revolves around fgod, To them life and fcod are synonimous,
for wita the end of food 1ife ends. Children circle around their

parents wno give them food, affection and security. lian has also
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always turned for sscurity and protection to a Power greater
than himself, worsaipping whatiaer the sun, or ths goddess of
fertility or of rain, Qr Jod as taught in the revelations of

successive cigh Prophets.

Man needed a Deity andi he buillt a.rei;gisn around
it, whicn gave him equilibriun in tiae anvizonmeﬁ??giug;s lived.
Man being endowed with a vivid imagination, his conception of
God varied with timaland place. Superstitions and half-truths
©of all kinds were unavoidable. «e cannot deny religious isputes
nor wars in ths naze of an imagined gode Nor can we olams
‘onbiroly our contemporaries who have turn:d against Cod and religic:

It 13 fashlonable not to believe in God in
aeademic, loftist and other circles. 10 them yod is dead, Han
needs 3od most in & crisis. @11l we msed an atonic nolocast to
dsstroy two thirds of mankind as intiaéted in the Scriptures?

Bahat'i; belleve that God isbeyond our compreinen-
sion, space, tims and recognition. 3Siance God is the Priual Point,
the Source of all life It is lmportaat and vital {,r our well-
being. If we can establish a relationsnip with this 3ource of
Life,’ ws call God, as for instance a plant establishes a relation-
ship with the sun, it could only snrich our lifo as it aas en-
riched tae 1life of many millions before us.

A LGGIC:AL PROOF,

There are two worlds, ths known and tae unknowne
Thet the unknown world oxists we can easlly prove since the world

wWwe Kknow was once unknown. Animalg are afraid of ths unknown.
Man, bein; partly animal, is partly afraid of tae unknown. ihen
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Ran oloses ais mind and has no furthsr curiosity in a particular
field of inquiry, belleving that he knows all that is to be known,
he has reached tho point where the known mests the unknown, with
Bo intention to gd further. By closing his aind he roruaos to
enter the uniknown., when Dr 3tephsn Leacock was asked by his MoGill
8tudonts about tne desirability of a Ph.?. dogree, he answared
wainsically: A octor's ciploma certifies that the vearer has
8cqQuired all knowledze available in the discipline oconcerned, and
is absoivod of any further study or investigation,

¥aat we do not know, or the uninown, must be in-

rinltely more lmportant and extensive than the inown. .instein said

that nis _reatest knowledyge is nis knowledge of tas vastness of
tac unkaown. wien Sdcrntea sald "I know that I do not know"
meant tao same thinge Aldl di;covarica. inventions, oreativo and
orlginal accomplishments balon;sd once to ths unknown wordd, All
adyancomant of hunan knowledzs is tans result of orossing the line
whors ths kuoun world moests the unknown. 3ince God 13 unxnown,

) & bélonga to the uninown worlde 1o say thnat since we do not

know nor cozprensnd 3od It doss not exist, nakes no senss. After

@ll, how can tae finite mind oncompaia ths infinite:?

Our eonception of tae Uuniverss consists of everytaing
thers is, therefore, 1t includes both the known and the unknown
world. 3Since the known and the unknown worlds are part of a whole,
there is a relationsnip bdetween them. .Belief in God gives that
Folationsnip meuning. A noan-dbelisver in God'can use the following
8imple mathomatical eqQuationt

a - bY = X
°
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to find a logical explanation of daR the existence of aod.‘

| mathomabiéian can tell us that the x.on’tho right side of

the abovs equation mark represeats tae unknown quantity. "nis X

ropeats itself in every mathematical ﬁroblem. Matobematics is

consl .ored not only the most exact but also tae rodndation of

all écionces. Un ths left side of tho above equation mark are

lotters roprasentiﬁg facts which are known. @e then have in

the above matnematical 1llustration two worlds facing each éthsr.

ths known and tho unknown. Althougn X is unknown, every scisntist

will edxit that the mathematical formula nas balance, purpose

and zmeaning. Taey will go rubthﬁr and tell us, that without X,

theunknown quantity, the whols structure would have no balancs,

nor purpose, nor meaning. This X, ths unknown quantity, waich

dwells in the unknown World, is what Bana'is c¢all Gode
Abdu'tl-3aha speaks of two kinds of knouwledge;

tos knouledge of the essence and tie knowledge of the gualltles.

The esseacs cannot pe xzhown sxcept tarough tae qualities. Sciance,

for instance, does not know what esleciricity is. It ia known

ounly througn its characteristics. 3iologists do notknow wnat

}ife is. Wnat we do know is only froam observation of iia qualities.

in tae saze way we do not know Jod, excspt through its qualities.

wWs can tnercrors‘say “God is that waich animates and do-inates

all £niuga whicn are dbut manifestations of its enuray;”

THE RSLATIVNSHIP. | |

Having thus estadlishsd God as essential in our.
concopt of the universe, the naxt question 1is ndu to estadlish

& relationsnip with Gode Just as & plant has to iave a relation-
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ahip with the sun to survivs, man needs a relationship with the
Unkaown, the Sourcs of all life, X, the all-encompassing Intolligonco
we call God, to give our life meaning, purpose and balanco.vToynboo.
in nla life-lonz study of the rise and fall of civilizations,
observed that when mun lost all aaaranéaa of a dodboad, their life
dost meaning, purpose and ecuilibrium, causing tho disintegration
of that civilization. We can mukeo tae aame observation stuuying
the checkered 1life of indivicduals wa know, or reading biographiss
of peoplea' successss end fuailures, | |
' Ons mizht say that soms did quita well without
ostablishing g consclous relationahlp with God, For 1nstance. take
a facous corposer who was an agnostic. He found his fulfillxzeat in
msgic. He lived for 1t, As a compoear he was intulitively in ccntact
with the unknown, for he has croated now co~positions, whica gave
hia msanlné and purpose in life, w2 will find, houwsver, that be
lacksd balance, since he nad many problems end disappointments
in his peraonal and soclai rolationshlps, wiica could uﬁve taen
avoided. Hs knouw of riany creative poopls wao, although athelsta,
found great inner satisfaction in entoring tns unknown world,
novertholess wers zullty of many occeatris and capricious
characicristics of inbalance.

Then there are the mystics and esoteric teachors,
some with lar;e followings, who ailm for direct contact with the
Divine wssence, or uUode We cannot say that they do notget some
resulis . But thsss could nover compare‘ with the influence and
effoctivensss of tuo Higner Propansts, the foundsra of ths

N

higner relizionse.
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THE HEDIATOR.

Th: most precent Founder-Prophet of the raligion'

of the future i1s Baha'utllah, most of whose writings are

available in inglishe Tnose who bslieve in Him, accept B3ana'utllah
as the Medlator or Hassongor of God for this day, and thus
estadlish the most up-to-date relationsaip witn Jod.

., de bhave a friend in Canuia wno has men coming
for years to Baha'l meetings. ile woul: havs liked to have trat
inner assurance and composure whicn come with faith, but he could
not bsllieve in Gou, nor accept Bahatutfllah oxcépt as a great sesr.
ﬁa'adaired and even envied his 3ghati friends for tae tranquility
and radiant acquiescon#o to 1life whica their faitn gave taea, .
buﬁ he just could not establish thes s.se relationabip.

A Prophst is not like othar men, Jjust as 3sthhoven
was difi'zrent fiom most maﬁ. The Prophets have tac unigque atation
- of briaging to man the knouledge and ths will of God. Tney are
tae Medliators betweesn ths unknown world of God and man, just as
Bethnoven was tne mediator for bringing his compositions from
the unknown world to ours. Tne sympuonies he brougat to us
froa the unknown di. exiat bsfore, just as America did exist
long befors Columbus. Betaboven's symphonies di: not come from
notialng nor froa nownere. lothing, as H&nri Bergzsen so clearly
postulated, does not exist. Taere is no place, nor any perioa in
time to which scisnce could point and say; there is nothinge.
Eialtain. by proving that tima and space are relative concepts,
shows that neithsr has a begioning nor an end. For if time would
have an end, nothing would bsgin whers time ends, Since notaing
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does not exists time has no boginning nor end, Pnysiocists tell
Us that matter is indestructibls , therefore it too has no begine
alng nor end, giving us enother procf that the finite 4s a
- restricted cnaractefistic of our phsnomenal, known world,
Baha'u'llan salds "Froa the beglaning that hath no béginning ceé
ti1l the snd that hath no end." Then agsin "The process of His
oreation hath had no bsginning, eand can have no end,"d why al

this may appear obstruse it 1is siample, iciontifically and
pailosophioally clear and svident., '

(EQEE;;EEEI It is only in the =2mpirical, known world that we

Speak and are conscious of limicaticda. wien we listen to
Bethhoven whatxmovoa us is tae 6on§ciousnoa. of the 1nir1n1cé.
Hls aymﬁnonios tako us into the unknown world, where there is no
tims, nor space nor lizitations. Ths Prophets of God do the same

by relating ths unknown world of God, its Laws and Will to our
everyday nseds in this world.

1

Hore are some of the riches we acquire by éccepting

Banatutllah as the Mediator of 3jod and the Founder of the Janati
Faltnt ‘ ' .

1y He got a satisfactory ansuer to tho disturbing

questioéaa wnat 1s the meaning and purpose of life? Wiere are we
going? Cur final destination certaialy canaot bs nowhsre, since
&8 ws have seen, nowhere doss not exist. | '

| 2/+ 1t gives us a code of ethics aot only for our
personal life, bLut also forsociety, walch, for the f£irst time in

spiritual evolution, encoumpasses alli of mankind,

1. écna'l “orld Faith, pe 20 and 29,

our
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Jorge Luls Borges describes in nis work "The Book of
Sand™ a collector wno discovers a precious book, bound in
fine leather, entitled "Holy writ". The number of pages
in tais vook 1s no more or less thnan infinite. None is‘the
first page, none the last. He can never find the same place

twicee.
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3/« it gives us a roiationsnip tarough God
wita all wmen, making 1t possible to connsct our fullest personal
potential organically witn mankind. Thus rovsaling the utter
hopslessneas ofunrslated, personal or frazmsnted humanitarian
group efforec, sé ofton displayed with the best of intentions,
but giving no result, (

4o It is for ths f£irst tims in religlious hdstory
that the original tsachings of a Founuer-prophst arse available
in bls own handwriting, or rscorded by dictation and authonti-
cated for accurasy. ianis togethor with i1its Adainistrative
3ystem assuras its continuity and safe.mards this Faita from
divisions..

S5e It agsures us of porsoaal immortality gnd
makes the unknown world aot .aly iaviting, but brizgs 1t so close
tcat we can actuaily see and (sel it; flguratively spsakinge
By t.us reading of and moditating on Bahatulllan's writiags it
is possible for us to %ses™ tho unknown world with our inaer eyo.

TEZ SaVEM VALLEYS

Following are soms of tas writer's perscaal
impressions journsying tarouga tne Seven valleys, wilcn together
wita tho HIDO.H wuilLS, ana works of similar iaspirational nature,
ars not subject to autaoritativs interpr:=ta tioa.

Aft:r wandoring in solitude for two years in the
mountaing of Sulsymaniyyih, Iraq, Saha%u'llah ;etnrned to Bazdad
in 1656 and wrote tine Seven Valleys in snawer to & roquest by a
Sufi seeker. Tnis is the rcasoa fortae many Sufl and oranie

raferences,
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Tha Seven Valleys dsscribe ths journsy of the

: i T i
ot

human soul to Jod, "Until the wayfarer taketh leave of self, and
travorsed tnsse stages, he anall naver roach-tha ocsan of nsarness
or union."2 A 1ifstims may not be enougu to journsy tanr:ugh all
8even valleys, yet Baha'u'llah wrote: "Although these journeys
have no visible teramination in tue yworld of time, yet, one ean
-traverss thess scven stages in only seven stsps, nay, evea in a
single breath, 1f God 20 desiras ic.'3 | |

In &y case the traversing Xxxux is taking much
longer. Wuen years ago I resd tae Ssven anleya for the firsat
t1m§ I could find moaning only in ths first thrse. Tae others
wore bejong my comprensnsivn. iHaving reached tn§ svening of my
1ife, I can now rclats to my own experionces all ssven valleys,
however inadequately, and thus find a meaning end siznilicance
in all of them. ihe existentialist approach is,as far as I can
Bee, the moat effective way to discuss tns Ssven Valleys, basing
all observations 2n actual, personal sxperiences.

We shall divide tne ssven valleys into turee parts.
Ine firsi toree valleys deal wita the empirical or known world.
The last taoree valleys belong to experiences in the unknown world.
The fgurtn valley, the valley in-botiween, is situated cn the
border lins betusen the known and the unknown w,rld, naving gs
function the connecting and baleancing of the two worlds.
TH:S FINST THRSE VALLSYS,

Tho Val.ey of Search, being the first one, is
usually the most painful and difficult valley to cross. In life
¢ Tdi S.VET VALLEYS pe by 4 bk 3. 1d. p.4o |



the beginaing of most things is also difficult. In this valley

we can feel lonely and dejected. w8 are uncsriain of tne meaning
and purpose of life. Being in transition we fsel shaky, uprooted,
homsless. To traverse it, we require pationce and 2 clean heart.
We often fesl disturbed, siace Jo;?tollouud by sadness, acniovona;t
by frustration and enlightenment by contradictions. We ars like
8eedlings with hardly any roots, wiaich are often washed or blown
fWay. Taat is Wby so many new Relicvers leave ths Falth. Their
Fools did not go deep enough, and tngy could not take it. Others
Deec long wiaters of germinaticn and then, to everyonets surprise,
arise and devolop into a boautiful'B&na'i. Others zigzag right and
left, up and doun, until thoy find an sven course. Tha journey of
each of us is tailored to our own needs. = It is not ths tims to
80 on pilgrina.e.

. iiow do wo know when wa have actually traverssd this
valley? ©vwe con't. Thors is a fuldity and tinoclessmoas about thess
vallsys, whloa makes my arbitrary division into turse parts
qusstionavle. 3ince in ths spiritual world tonere 1is Lo oezionning
nor end, our journeys turough nons of the ssven vallsys has a
specific veglaning or ond. Tais may not suit our oruariy and
logical mind, bui then this jourasy is a preparation for the world
of dod, whica our finite mind caunot grasp nor describe. Suffice
it to say, that we may have experiences in any or «ll of the seven
valleya, but this doss not graduste us fros any of them, e may
find ourselves anytime back in ths first valloy. Whsnevsr I am

$apatient I know to be back in the Valley of Sourca.

la the second valley we experisnce both joy and
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paln, for it is the Valloy of Igve. It 15 a place of contrasts,
for "ons will bs cool iu fire and dry even in the sea.”™ The
pala of love ourns away all douosts and clears the way for cere
tainty. We fool closgr to Bsha'utllah and His follouwers. Our
reasoning is consumed by love. It 13 a pleasant stata to bs in,
ws like it, but are pushed on to the

VALLEY OF KNOWLLSIGE,

This, the thir:i valley, acecording to Bahatu'llah,
18 tas last plana of lizitations. Having experiencsd trialas
and difficultiss, and then having been overwhelmed witn love,
DoW cowns on the soeker tns knowleige that fals character is
being transformed, and that throusza falta in 3anatu'llzh nis
sreatest potential deovolops. Tols knouwledge stren thens his
faith and dissolves all doubts.

Somewnere along the road the ascker will feel
an irresistible urge to serve. e will want tc cxpress his
gratitude to Baha'u'llah in service, knowlng that work 1s
worshlipe It ls iIn sorving that he will discover jJustice in
iajustice, faith in indifferenca, concsrn and affection wnere
tiere was none befora, -

Tild VALLEY 1. -BET.TEH,

The Valley of Unity unites ths first tares
Valleys of limitation with tho last three valleys, which take
us into ths unchartered depths of the unknown. The picture un-
folds 1ike that of an eagle whoss two wings ars sssential for
flighte. Ia tals valley we realize taat "all i3 froz God," and
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that “the first 13 last, the last is first.™ This means that all
differonces ars roflections of our own sslf, since ths same sun
is reflected fron a airror or a pisos of coal. ‘
Pernaps tho dzscription of an ideal physiclan
would best rsfloct my conception of tnis vailey. He gets his
knowledge as 3 doctor from ths known world, the world of liaita-
tions walca is in thae first thrae valloys. fnis acquired inow-
ledgs he combines wita intuition as to the astate of nis patiodt%,
sympatihy with wnich he inspirss confidonce and faith wauich helps
to heal. Tus physician did not leara tne latter in a univarsity
o irom the known worlde. 3y reaching out to the unknown, noa-
pnénomanal world, bhe obtalned th#t balance between the material
and spiritual, waich mace him into a famoug and succeasful doctor.
<§;;;;§Z]Eg) 8y the time we reaci tais valloy earthguakes,
floods anG anurricanes do not ssea to bother’ua. Toere ars many
 taings apround us we do not liks, both in the Baha'i and none
Balhia'i world, but it uwoe3 not make us uespsrate or indifforent,
or critical or cynical. Our roois are now like that of an old
tree, 1&p9rvious to storms, frost and even insects. How long
tals will last we zmay not know, out prayers sre & good antidote.

\
132 LaST TUlDE VALLSYS,

We now entor t.s mystical world, the unknown,
about wtoich Bahatutllah writes: %Tonzue failed to deseribe thsas
torees valleys."” and “The ink leaveth only a blot.” b Therefors,
what follows ars only fragmsnted impressions, and should not

be taken for more than that.

uo dd. Pe 30
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oy Thomas Aquinas wrote: "The slendsrest knowledge
that may be ootained of tae higheét tnings is more desirable

than the most cortain knowledgo of lessor things.
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Abdu'l-Bana gften greeted psople by asking:
"Ars you happy?" He could bhave mesant:xezaz "Ares you in tas Valley
gf Contentment?*® e did not really need ﬁo ask, for whon
Abdu'l-Sana looked iato the eyes of a visitor He knew in which
Valley ae was in. Contentment in this tas fifth valley does not
mean paysical or sensate satisfauction. It i3 not of the kind
that is self-consuming and transitory. It is not a passing joy
that capturss our fanecy 4dd then ws forget it. If we have once
entorsd the Vallsy of Coantentment, we cannot mistake it u&%h“;;’
anytning'elso, nor can we blot it from our mamory, nor find words
to roecreate tns experience for tnose who have not bsen thorse.

Ky own first sxperience was in Beaulac, at our
first Canadian, week-long, winter session. Thsre were twenty of
us, sanowbound, saort of water, cramped in primitive quarters.

Ons youag man, who afteruards bscame & Bana'i, did not want to
com9 when ae was told thal we ars goiang to celsbrate lew Year
witnout aleonol. ie never hoard of nor coulc concsive a New Yoar
celebration without liguor. Afterwards ne nad to admit taat it
was 0la best New Year yet, and ths week was the most fataful
turaing point in his lifs. Seyeral others bad similar axperiencpa.
But this 1s not the point of ths story.

Bahatu'llah descrioing this valley writes: "one
feeloth the wiads of countsntment blowing from the plans of tha
spirit,™ and againf”bée boholds the veauty of tas Friend in
everytaing,” and agaiu "Tas mystery of iansr meaning may be whige
pared oaly frua neart to hanrt."s d8 expsrisnced the aeaning of
these words iu Beaulac, we felt it in the air and in each other.
S5¢ 147 29 & 31
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It became part of us. But how can we tell this to others? ie
can't. Those of us who were there and nad & glimpse of the
Valley of Contentment, were indescribably enriched and out of
gratitude to Baha'u'llah feel the urge to do all we can that

others may nave a sinilar expsrisnce,

TH. VALL.Y R ASTONI3HM-HT.

| | 1 was always very sceptical of supraraticaal and
9xtrascnsory experiences, since thay cannot be proven scientifi-
¢ally and, thorefors, belong to the unknown world. s also know
of charlateans ani crackpots who navs oesen exploiting for Zaln the
8ullibility of psople. Yet we know of trustwortay, responsible
persoas, lacluding serious scieatists, wao have had eitraaensory,
non-empirical experisaces, which ars as difficult to explain as
ths colofr gresn to a man who was bdora olind.

All tas mystics, saints and prophats have been in
coatact with tae unknown'world and brougkt us nessuges wihlca when
heeded, were founu very bensficial. Those who have had geauine
experiences in this vealley are fortunate, for it gives them an
extra dimension ofkaowledge, strengtasns thair faith ian sod and
ingortality. ﬂ

#When I had my first experience 1 was still a
scepile. daving been sick for glnost a year, I consulted all
kind3 of doctors of many categories, but nons coula help ma nor
dlagnogs the disease. Before eatering a nospital for observation,
we wWent lato tae country for a rsst. Somsnow, unpremeditated, we
arrived ia Green Acre. Tners one night I dresat that & frisndly
though powerful personage was clowly spprosching my derk uindou,'

clogsed by shutters. As he came noarer a grey lizht ilncroased
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gradually in inteoasity througu tue shuttered window, By‘tho time
this invisible psrson was behini ths window th: hsaling power of
thoss rays went all évar ny Sodye. 31tting up, now fully uwaki and
consclous I exiendsd my arm to my wife!s snouldor so that she too
"anould bensfit from this healing power, and thea I foll asleep.
dext moining 1 told this =xperionce to my wifo with rsservation,
though I knew it was not like aay other dream. Jtubboraly I remained
zcbptica; and told ayself that only if I ax healed will I accepté
1@ as a gpiritual experionée, otherviss it was 8ll imagination. The
8aas nfternoon I knew that I was healsd. ily sceptic =mind had to
surrender finally to ths fact ofs a complate cure,

| 3ince then I have had two other oxperiancos in the
- Valley of Astonishment, but to speak about them to friends who have
had no siniler exporlsnces would bs Just as cifficult as to expldin
tha taste of 5 menzo to somoboldy wao never gavoursd cne,

vi2 VALLIDY OF TRUS POVERTY AND 153CLUTE NUTiHINneas,

%8 CamO acrosa tils saVenth'valley by ¢coineidence.
Int.s beginning'of tac Piftiss through some atrengs turn of events
my wife and I wers privilesed to say f&rewoll/gﬁjizgi;‘;;:tnbcd to
tarcs outstanding laha'igs Mountford !lls, Louls lrsgory and
sutherland ‘axwslle, Two of them ware Hands of ths Cguse, all three
- have had behind them many years of distinguisiasd and self-effaoing
servics for the Cause. We saw them hours before they passed away,
though at {atervals of aébut a year betwesen thsm, hundreds of niles
apart, HNevortheloss, we had in saca case, the sauwe stranie and
wnique expsriencs which we cearly treasﬁro. 4o both fslt &n thelir
| prescnce soxething rare and praolous.:uhicn w> oould not understand

nor descride,
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Two dscadss later, rersading tao seventh valley,
waich praviously meant nothing to ms, I realized that what struck
and fasclaated us when looking into tho eyes of these three
dying wsa was the rare privilege of a glimpse into the Valley
of True Poverty and Absolute Nathingness. |

Teey were lying helpleass, physically broken and
spent, some in pain, their earthly strengta gone, all dosires,
PO33es3iocns and opiailoas havingz vocome meaningloas, wita no will
£o live; and yet taors was a seranity and ligatnass asout tham
wiieh put any lakling of despair or topelessness to shaze. Their
cosplete detachment was their trues poverty. Taey wers rseady and
eagsr for the flignt beyond. In eaci: sase when ny wife and I said
800d bye and left them, we felt enrichs:d and elevated. 've pray
{hat when our tims cones, as it must, we may be as preparsd for
tals vallay a3 th2y were.

Baha'u'llah writes: “5od 1s as visible as tae suxa,
Jet taz nsedless hunt after tinsel and basa metal.” "Until the
wayfarer taketh leaves of salf, andtraversed thase stages, he

8aall never reach tne ocean of naaraess and nnlon.“6

60 id. De 39 and ho



’d’"

117
CHAPTER IX

A _WORLD FAITH WITH A WORLD PLAN

A notsbook, writisn in sn awakward hand, was
found in tae pocket of a dead American soldier. It coatalned
thess eloquent thoughts: “rhis is ths time for a n»sw revelstion.
People don't think much about religion nowadays. But we need
& voice from on High, brother, and I don't mean maybe. Tais thing
has got out of humen ability to run. I am no religious fanatic.
But we are in a situation'where somathing better than anuman braing
has got to give us advige.”

-Modern men cannot hslp but agree with tnis soldier.
Ws cannot get out of this mess depending solely upon our own
rasources., IM.at much sesms certain. wWe neced help urgently, and
we need 1t "from on High." For we cannot get it froaz nere below
a8 the animals do. That perhaps is the diffarence botwoen man
and the beast. Aninals can get all they need znd all thesy can
hops for, from tasir own surroundings. The earta and its possess-
lons can satisfy a caw, a horse, orany other animal, but not man,
Msn wants more than the earth can sive. Its treasurss will not
satisfy bim. Therefore, unlike the animals, ho must resac. above
hinself. Anu only if he rsaches har: end :long enough, can hs fin d
peace within himself ana ths means to ;;age with his fellows.

Our contsmporaries havs f;rgotten this, relying
instsad on their own resources and their own orains. So do our
leaders how, The soldieé w20 is now dead knew this usg;%%bng.

So do some peopls now alive. Auncnz them aro the saha'is wao cannot

be Qverlooked, for thelr teacaing "from on High* 1s up-to-datee
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That igwhat we nesd now, and that i3 what the dead soldisr meant.
Advice from above now, and not adviee tnat was given thousands of
years aco.

This conviction explains the conridénce of tho\
followers of Baba'u'llah, that wnat He has to offer to the world
Now is better than what the human brain can produce. This gives\
them a sinse of sscurity without losinig touch with ths world,
Bahatis aove forward unéisturved on -a welltried path, towards
- & fully defined zoal. Ihney know thsy cannot fail, though they
may bs dslayed, ‘

Baha'u'llah has told tihem: "“The vitality of men's
belief in Jod is dying out in every land; nothing short of fHis
wnoleso:s medicine can evar restore it. The corrosion of ungod-
liness 13 eating into th: vitals of huasan gsociety; what else but

the Elixir of His potent Revelation can clesanss and ravive it?
Is it uwithin human power .., to affect in the constituent elements
of any of the minute and indivisible particles of matter so
conplate a transformation as to tranamute i3 into poorest gold?
Perplexing and cifficult as tals may appear, the atill zrsater
task of cgnverting satanic strengtn iato heavenly power 43 <ne
that we havs been empowered to accomplysh. Ths Forece capsble of
such & transformation trancendeth the potancy of the Slixir itself.
The word of tod, slone, can claim'the distinction of being endowed
with ths capacity requirsd for so greai and farreaching a ohunge."l

A NiW HACE UF HEH

It is not easy to attain to the standard of a
Baha'i, Therequirements are threefold, namely: a higa sense of

1. GLEAUINGS PROH THE WRIIINGS OF BAHA'O'LLAY, p.200.
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_'nbral roctitude, oha-tity in private 1life, and no discorimination
of any form against poople of a uifreront race, color, class, or
oreed, : ol | |

Eaén Bnha'iris eligible td@ aﬁu tndfefore a potentiial
msmber of the House ot‘Justico.' By the casting of his vote, each
‘Baha'i becomes an organic and inseparabls part of the City of God
on earth. He become® one with ths world conscience, & supporting |
‘plllar for the guidance of the worla._Ho_knowa'that good thoughts
“and good deeds ﬁill affect not only his children and neighbors, but
also society as a whole, For a Bahé'i belcngs to ths world at
large. le has removed the barriers yhich separats whits from
Jellow, rich from poor, and Jew from Gsntile., His senss of moral
- responsibility incju.les all. iis conscience demands that he identify
ths problems of others with his own,. and understand thair point of
visw as hls own, lls religion demanus instant and uninverrupted
&ction, and l!iis 3ook tells him how.-

"Tﬁo companions of God are in thislﬁay," writes
daha'u'llan, " ths lwap that must lsaven the peoples of the world,
Tney must show forth such trustworthinoss, such truthfulness and
psrssverance, such ueeds and character that all mankind may profit
by thsir example ... The light of a good character surpasseth the
ligat of the sun and the radlance thereof." And in another passage
Baha'u'llah pronises that "One righteous act ... can tear every bgnd
asunder, and nath the power to restore the force that hath spent
itself and vanished see It 13 through your deeds that ye can dis-
tingdish yourselves from othora." n2 ‘

As Yo the second requirement, a chaste and clean

1ife, 3ahs'i conauct, especially that of youth} stands out in a
2. THZ ADVALT OF DIVIKE JUSIICE, ppe 19-21e |
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matsrislistic soclety whose moral fibre sesms to peter out. It

is not easy to resisgt ths ensrvating influsnce of irreligion, for
Q Bahi;i does not withdraw from scclety. He iixes with paople

and enjoys life. ie remains, nevertaeless, moderate in a sur-
rounding which has lost all restraint. Lls mind must remain
clean, hig attitude huuble, and his intsntions siacere. Oplun,
’nlcohol. and othsr habit-foriing druzse ars forbiddea by 3aha‘u'llh.
Ho Bania'i will share the excesses of a decadent age. The reason
for this is not fear of hsll but a rational faith in the ultimate
decency and apiritual purpose of life. DBaha¥u'llah said: “The
world-is but a show, valn and empty, a mere nothing, bearlag the
semblance of reality. Sot not your affections upon it. Breax
not tas bond that united you with your Creator, and bo not of those
that nave erred and strayed from dis wayse Veriiy I say, the

world is liks the vapor in a desert, whica tas thirsiy dreameth

to be water and striveti. after it/ﬁi&nhis aight, untlil Joen nae
_ cometn unto it, he findeta it to be mere illusion.™

the high moral standard sst by Bahatutllah should

not be confused with thoe 1lifse of an ascetic or a bigoted puritan.
Baha'lis do not deprive themselves of the good thinis on earth.
Toey w0 not underestimate ths nesds or the importance of the
human body. All tnat 1s good and beautiful has bsen created

for man to use and enjoy. "Should & man) Bahg'utllan assures
us, “wish to adorn himself with tae ornaments of tne earth, to
wear its apparels, or partake of the bensdfits it can beatow, no
hara can bafall him, if he alloweth nothing wgtever to intervene
betweea hia and God .., dabt ye, O people, of the good things which
God had allowed you, and deprive not yourselves from liis yondrous
3. UAHA'I WORLD FAITH, pe 68.
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bounties. Rencer thanks aad praiss unto Him, ani be of them
that are truly thanktul, **

The third requiremcat for m:n of the new ags, the
total slimination of racisal, religious, and social prsjudice, be=
cgmes easler then we follow Abdu‘'l-Baha's cosparison of the human
family with ¢ garden of rlowers. "Thougu differing in kind, color,
form and shape, yet, inasmuch asé they ares refresiiec by the
watsrs of one spring, revived by tuie breath of one wind, iavigora-
ted by the rays of one sun, this diversity increaseth their
charm and addethunto their beauty. How unplsasing to the eye
ir ali the flowers and plants, the leaves and blossous, the fruit,
the oranches and the trees of that garden were all of ths saume
shape and¢ color!™ |

A0fLer FALTH wIPd A wORLD PLAN

A characteristic of our modern age is the problem
of gettlng along with people. s have to face peosle aob msrely
as individuals, but also as nations, races, ethnical Eroups,
trade union. We are dealing less with individusls, and xmore with
collective groupse.

Good mannsrs and moral bohaviog,‘as Saught at
home and in Sunday scnools, have hslped in our relationanips as
individuals, but have little td offer to our collsctive proolems.
As a consequsnce religion is fadiny out, sinecs it is gcared to
the individual and his personal needs, lacking & plan for the
world community. Modern man can find neithor coufort nor strength
in a personal faith, without a faith in the futurs of the yrld.

The late psychiatrist, C.G. Jung, mads this obger-
4o THZ ADVENIS OF DIVINE JUSPICE, p. 28. |
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vation about modern man: "de ars living undeniasbly in a period
of ths greatest restlsasness, nervous tension, confusion, and
disorientation of outlook. Anong my patients from many countries,
.all of them educated persons, therQ i1s a consid erable number who
came to ses me, not because they wers suffering from a meurosis,
but because thay could find no meaning in 1life or were torturing
themselves with questions which neithor present-day philosophy
nor relizicn could answsr, 3ome of tnoh psrhaps tnougat that I
knew of g magic formula, but I was soon forced to tell them that
I too, had no ansusr to givo."s

The intersst in psycholozy confirms tue restless-
ness of modern man in his sesrch for a soul. It is notaworthy
thuat, as tns influesnce of religion dsclinea, cases of neuroses
srew noticeably more fraquemt. Jung goes on to maks a remarkably
lateresting statemsnt: "Amongz all my patisnts in the second nalf
of 1if: - that is to say, over thirty-five - thare hss not been
one whosc problem in the last resprt was not that of finding a
relislous outlook on life, It is saf'e to say that every one of them
fall 111 because he has lost that waich the liviag roli:ions of
8very age have glven to their followers, and none of them nas
deen really healed who did not regain his religious outlook.“6

We know that not only modern man but also modern
socisty is in sesrch of a soul, Society is turaning to ths econo-
mist and ths sociologlat with tSho saas Cesperation as the modern

indiviaual turns to ths psychologyste. The answer in oboth cases

1s essentiglly the ssme: Forgst yourself, find interest in otaers,

and work for the whole world. Unless wo have faith in Jod, we lose

Se Cuue Jung, HIDERN MAN IN S:ARCII OF A 30UL, pp. 266, 267.
6. Ibid, Pe 26&0
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falth 1o our fellowmen. The self-sufficient, self-centered nation
suffers the saze consequences as the egotlist wno believes himgelf
superior to nis kina. A nation surrounded by hkigh protective
tariffs, ouying 1ts own goous and eating ita own food, amust feesl
43 Goos an egoceutric indivicual who, surrounding himself by walls
of mirrors, ases ouly hiaself,

« friend once wrote to Turgenev: "It seems to me
that to put oaeself in the second place is the whole significance
of life," wnich 1s a keen dlagicsis of our problewms. sut Turgenev,
searching fdr tae remedy,roplied: "IL seems to me that to discover
what to put before oneself, in the i'irsi place, is tae whole protlenm
of life." In waat or ia woom can we place enough faith to put bed rs
purselves? And we musi find tals faita not only for the individud
but also for tne natione. Jor unless we have a common falth, we
Caunlot agree va a common remedy for our coumon problems.

#wd need a reorieontation of values; for tuis we
nesd a new faith. Falth in uod and ia ourselves is not saoughe
wo must also nave faitin la soclety. vur relianc: on knowleuge as
Opposed to Yaith is of couparatively recent date. Civilization
has been shapped by faith in one of its many forms: iiniu, Zoro-
astrian, sudulst, iiebrew, Caristian, or Huslim. It was faith ratcer
than knowladge that gave each of thew vision and snapqs tnelr
destiny. we Iorgec that, until avout two hundred Years ago, re- |
ligious instruction everywhere dominated education. It is only
since the beginning of the intellectual revolution that faith was
displaceg by knowleige as a controlling influence. we heed fgith

&galn, faith in ourselves and in mankind,



Such a fuith cannot be obtained from books. There
§8 no prescribed formula for all to follow. And yst, it is the most
sustaining and enduring force we know. The way to faith, as to alll

uhrthwhila things, is not easy. It requim s effort, perseverance,
and courage. No humsn knowledge was sver a substitute for faith in
the fourders of religion. The Prophet hus always been the link
between the known and the unknown, between man and God, iis r2ligion
gave stability, it bullt character. 4s need it again, but tais

time for the whole world. Humanity is yearniang for faith, a world
plan, and a world conscience,

The gr=at unknown to bavconquered in this century
is in ths realm of social exparience. A naw pattern-valus nas to
bs discoversd for the establishmsnt of a reprasantztive world
government, a planstary economy serving all tas peoplse, and a
supranational yorla court %o admingster Justics.

Human inowledge alons cannot take us beyond tioe
presant lisits of the known world. D3ut falth can, and that is
uny.it superssdea reason. A man of falth has a greater vision
than a mzn of kﬁouladge. Sxporience nas shown that a man of faith
has not only a greater crcativs power than two men who do not
shars his faith, but than all men who lack his faithe.

Throuzh faith in Baha'utllah, the KHediator of God
for our time, his followers have feith in a supranational world
commonwealth: a world parliament representing all the peoples of

the world, a worid tribunal with sufficient power to maintain
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peace, equitable distribution of ths resources of ths world, a
world lanzuage, one currency, & world c¢iti,cnship, and one common
faith 1a one common Gods This is the vision of a Propbet of God
&nd als people, and as their number increasss, the vision
approackes reality.

Faith, today, yithout a world plan is of Nttle
more avall than a plan without faith, We need both: a World
Falts and a Jorld Plan to bring the tyo worlds together, the

Sahatl snd toe non-Baha'l world.



