Apartado 31«120
Guadalaj)ara, Sept. 24. 1977
Mexico ‘ ﬂ

Universal House of Justice,
Box No. 155,
Haifa, Israel

Dear Friends,

As this century 1s coming towards its end,
I have been preoccupied these last few Years with some aspects
of our Faith on which I would like to ask for your guidance.

Shoghi Effendi wrote: TO DISSOCIATE THE
AD¥INISTRATIVE PRINCIPLES OF THE CAUSE FROM THE PURELY
SPIRITUAL AND HUMANITARIAN TEACHINGS WOULD BE TANTAMOUNT
TO A MUTILATION (%F THE BODY OF THE GAUSE. (1)

I have the impression that is tc a large
extent what we have been doing for the greater part of this
century, for the following reasons.

The early believers, coming fror the middle
and wealthy classes of the West, were primarily interscted
in the spiritual and biblical aspects of our raith, with
little or no understanding of the implicatiocns of our
administrative principlsss

Furthermore, their ocontacts and audiences,
mostly of the same background and orientation, had the same

- Anterest, and their main concern was the transfer of loyalty

from Ghrist to Baha'u'llah.

Inspite of the Guardien's World Order letters
this momentum has been carried forward, part ly because most
of our Western teachera and pioneers are women, for whom the
spiritual love aspscts of our Faith are more natursl and
famlliar than the social justice aspects, which are apt to
be beyond their range of experiencee.

Then thsre is another protective reason. If we
would have stresaed the social justice aspects of our teachings,
with little skill or preparation, we would have edged ourselves
into political discussions, which were to be avoildsd, or, worse
8t1ll, we could have been accused as 3ocialilsts or Communists,
which we are not, and which could have caused unnecessary
persecutions, and in some countries incarcelation or deportatis.

Since 1912, when Abdu'le~Baha spoke to Western
audlences, with a capacity limited to certain aspaots of our
teachings,. the world has changed. (Incidentally the talk
Abdu'l-~Baha gave to the Soclalist Club in Montresl was never
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published,, nor have we any record of Abdu'leBaha's interview
with Sam Gompers, then President of the American Federation
of Labor, in Mrs. Parson's house in Washington)e

We no longer teach the Faith primarily to the
Western World and their Allles, representing 25% of the Woridk
populatlion, though they receive 87% of its income, according to
Pearson's Economic Report to the United Nationse. The remaining
75% of this earth's inhabitants would welcome hearing about a
Falith, which proclaims a law that:

POVERTY SHALL DISAPPEAR &nd says IT IS INPORTANT
TO LDMIT RICHE3? AS IT IS ALSO INMPORTANT TO LIMIT POVERTY. EITHER
EXTREME IS NO GOCD. THERE NUST BE SPECIAL LAWS MADEF DEALING
WITH THESE EXTREZMES OF RICHES AND WANT.esTHE GOVERNMENT s
SHOULD GIVE EQUAL JUSTICE TC ALL. (2)

THE ESSENCE OF THE BAHA'I ECONCMIC TEACHIXGs is this,
THAT IMMENSE RICHES FAR BEYOND WHAT IS NEUESSARY SHOULD NOT BE
ACCUMULATED. (3)

RULES AND LAWS SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO REGULATE
THE EXCESSIVE FURTUNES OF CERTAIN INDIVIDUALSwee (4)

A WORLD LEGISLATUREZ WHOSE MEMBERS WILLees
ULTIMATELY CONTROL THE ENTIRE RESOURCESs.. AND WILL ENACT SUCH
LAWiSees TO BATISFY THE NEEDS +eo!PALL PEOPLES. (5)

THE FURY CF CONSERVATIVE FORCES, THE OPPCSITION OF
VESTED INTERYSTS..e MUST BE RESOLUTELY RESISTED, AND COLPLETELY
OVERCOKE, {5)

These are the type of quotations and type of approach
which would , I believe, attract the majority of the peonle, but
they are hidden in our writinge, and our teachers shy away from
theme.

| It 1s true that all the Leftist movements, which
slgnificantly started around 1844 and already encompass mory than
half of this earth's population , have been struggling, often in
a blundering way, to achieve this same end, namely social justice.
We must admit that they have succeeded to some extent. I wonder
if the tlime has come to recognize the relationship and similarity
which exists between their and our aims.

I am inclined to believe that a decision is
desirable for the following reasonse.
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In the "Seven lights of Unity" Abdu'leBaha fortells
the political unification of the Vorld and, therefore,the
%esaer peace before the end of this century. The third light,

Unlty of Freedom," could imply that the political unification
of the world will be achleved at the expense of civil rights,

which would suggest at first a totalitarien type of world
government .

In your own letter of Nov. 26, 1974, addressed to all
National Spiritual Asgemblies you foreshadow "the worldwide
opposition which 1s to come". Since I cannot visualize any
exlsting churchﬁ or combination of churches, mustering "worlde
wide opposition against us, this would leave the only other
alternative, a communist type world superstate.

Did Baha'u'llah refer to this eriod when he said:
THESE GQREAT OPPREGS IONS THAT HAVZE BEFALEEN THE WORLD ARE _
PREPARING IT FOR THT ADVENT CF THE MOST GREAT JUSTICE,.? (7) ’

Here is another quotation of Abdu'l=Baha's which ties
us to the end of this century. IN THE FUTURE THERE WILL BE NO
VERY RICH NOR EXTRELZLY POCR. THERE WILL BE ANEQUILIBRIUM OF
INTERESTS X AND A CONDITION WILL BR ESTABLISHED WHICH WILL ¥AKE
BOTH RICH AND POCR CCIFORTABLE AND CONTENT. THIS WILL BE THE
OUTCOFE O THZ... 20th CENTURY WHICH WILL BE REALIZED
UNIVERSALLY. (8)

In an unpublished Tablet Baha'u'llah wrote: A GREAT {
CHANGE WILL SWEEP OVER THE WORLD; FIRST A WAVI OF OPPRISS ION,
THEN WILL COLE THE XOST GREAT JUSTICE] THEN THE MOST GREAT |
PEACE. — ;

For years we have been Speaking about Divine love,
progreesive revelation, universal peace and disarmament,
but not about aocial Justice,

In the following statement of Shoghl Effendi: THIS
VOST GREAT JUSTICE 15 INDZEZD THE JUSTICE UFON WHICH THE
STRUCTURE OF THZ 08T GREAT PZACE CAN ALONE2 AND MUST EVENe
TUALLY REST, (9) I find the closest definition of the Baha'i
concept of justice, which is very different from the blblical
concept of justice = current in the Western and Islamic world,
The o0ld concept assumes that when a man steals s bicycle and
is brought before a Judge in a court of Justice, he is dealt
with acocording to law. While this concept 1s still valid
according to our ¥Writings, Eaha'u'llah has brought to the World
& new conception of Justice, a new dimension in mankind's
moral and spiritusl experience, which will, I believe, be one
of the main functions of our future Houses of Justioce.
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It 18 only to the extent that we prasp this concept,
apply it in an organically tied world community, and convey its
meaning by word and example to the non-Baha'il world, can we hope
to grow out of our embryonic state.

Over a year ago I was on a six weeks teaching tour in
Spain and Portugal. The chairman of the National Youth Commitee
told me in Madrid » that the Youth of 3pain do not want to listen
to religious talks, since they are interested only in soeial
Justice. The editor of a papar in Oviedo, Asturia, said grouchingly
after hearing that I belongdd to one of those Nordamerican
religious sects, that he is very busy and can spare me only
five minutes. When I t0ld him that my subject the previous evening
was "Social Justice through a 6ollective Conscienge" his face
changed from boredom to interest, and he kept on questioning me
for about thirty minutes.

After the closing of the National Convention in Lisbon,
Sunday at 5 p.m., I was allowed to give a thirty minute outline
of my above unorthodox approche About sixty of the friends stayed
another hour to question me. ire. Imani, the Board member, told
us that the best Baha'il teachers in Europe are former Italien
Ex-Communists, since they can correlate our teachings with social
Justice. An N S A member of Portuzal, irse. Ana Costa, told me with
tears in her eyes that hee three children are Communists, thoush
somewhat disenchanted. If she would have known and been able to
explain the implications of our Administrative Order, in which
800121 justice 1s enshrined, her children, she sald, would be
Baha'is today..

Although my talks were taped, the National Spiritual
Assembly of Spain has asked me for a book on this subject, since
we have no liturature, not even a pamphlet, which stresses that &
primary contribution of Baha'ullzh for this age 1s social justice
and that IT5 1TSSAGE IS APPLICABLE NOT ONLY TO THE INDIVIDUAL,
BUT CONCERNS ITSELF PRIMARILY WITH THE NATURE OF THCOSE ESSENTIAL
RELAT IONSHIP3 THAT MUST BIND ALLTHE STATES AND NATIOANS A5 AEMBERS
OF O NE HUMAN FANILY. (10)

'AMONG MEN. (11)

THE PURPOSE OF JUSTICE IS THE APPEARENCE OF UNITY ){

I& 414 not intend to denizrate our teachinz mehtod
or litaraturs, llothing more sultable was possible up to now.
ut a great part of the world has changed, and is ready to see
& new profile of our faith. It is ng longer interested in
brotherhood or peace without Justlice. Ours 1s the only relizion
that teaches social justice and the technique to bring it about.
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I did make a poor attempt to write a book on the
courses I gave for the last three Summers at Green Acre and
Bosch, but since the manuscript needed a lot of editing,
it was rejected both in London and Wilmetteo

From the response I received, also here in Mexico,
I feel there is a crying need for this new type of approach.
If I am wrong please tell me, and I shall go on pasture, or
try and adjust my remaining years acocordingly. If, however, the
green light 1s given, there will be a lot to do between now
and the year 2000, and I would &dd to it my little bit.

With affectionate Baha'i greetings

In His service,

Emeric Sala
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Dzar Fréends,
G WU e R R R Rt A OSSN s SRR 1T s TARNEE
I wish to refer.toiyouriletter of May 3577
in whicn you explained to me¢ the reasons why you returned my
LHS Mtwo wordds." oo oo o oaoan oot T
GCldeod e A LUl sanaong Slivw d0 i digeon
After piving a course at Bosch school, and
2_.,v:-):'ealiz:i,ng it nesa ana tne enthusiasm.with wnich it was
raceived, and tane suosequent invitations to -give talks in
. 3an Francisco anu Pasadena, I decided to wrltas to the Universal
douse of Justice on Sept. .2y, as per cnel, copy. I wanted

to know if I am on th: rignt or wrong track.

as the intent of tne answer of Oct. 23rd, of
which I enclose a copy, was not entirsly clzar to me, I wrote
tq hana.of tne Cause, Joai 4. «obdrts, wno inciacntally afte
reading my manuscripy orasresd tairty copies. '

¥r Rdobarts answered me on Dec. 1l3th in part as
follows:

"Ihe main purpose ol this letter 1s to say to
you, taat I c:n't help but think y,u are not gstting tas2 full
intent of the woris of tne Universal House of Justice in thelr
jetter to you of Oct. 23rd. I fsel thay are giving you every
authority, in fact request, to proceed with your book on social
justice. I nave reada anarc-r2ad that one paragraph several
times and cannot see NOw tnere could be any doubt in your mincg,
I wonuer if you haa hopsd that thzy would zivs you specific answers
to some of tae questions y.u raisea in your letter to tnem, but

dsn't oelieve that can bs tas cass. I think they are giving you
their olessing, promising you taneir praysrs and inviting you to
write that pook." :

"I porsonally would bedelighted to nav: sucn a book
because I agree with you it is a subject wnich we Bsha'ls really
need to be informed about, I feel this especiaily in my own case,
because 1 am ;iving summer school courses. I think especially of
taorse last ysar in Irelana, Innsbruck, Cape Iown, wWaare gocial
justice as you woula explain it, would nhave added atremenuvus
dopth to tne course. 3iace roceiving your letter, 1 aave .0ne over
t.c notes of bwo these summer school courses and realize that taere
1s a certain saallowness taat a session or two on your bouk would

have completely oviorcome. 30 please remember tnal 1 am looklng rorwar.:
t_ receivinj your book and I taink 1 will be able to put its contents

to very good use."

N
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My question is this, would you in view of the
above, be willing to reconsider the publication ofmy 37
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I coula rewrite any parts after Specific
instructions.,

et kit ~..‘ (g
: You caoiltdd of courses, eliminate, add, rewrite and
edit to mest your standards.l-t,m Go G
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If you know of a writer who.would c,laborate
as co-author, it would ennance such a puolication.
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1 P Shoula tae. material be of -no interest to you,
1t would be also all rignt sitn-me, only tnsn I would be
f.owcat a loss_ to Know wnat 'steps .to take to comply witn tne request
of tas Universal dousv of Justice.~ T : !
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