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January 18, 1973
Manila A.M,.
Dear Family,

This will have to be fairly brief, since I also want to write
my official report on L.&. Asia thismorning and that is time-
consuming.

The six nights until yesterday were spent in Davao, on the island

of Mindanao, not far from Marawi where the tragedy with the lranians
occurred, and in Cebu, the second largest ciyy xm of the pPhilippines,
In Davao the Baha'is were super-organized and in four days I gave
eleven talks and a deepening class with over 2600 total attendance,
mostly in the University of Mindanao (Davao) where students could

be heard days later singing in rounds "World, World, Why do you
reject your Lord, When will you receive your Savior, Baha'u'llah?"

A wonderful spirit there, watered by the kwX.blood of martyrs.

On returning I had the biggest pile of mail so far--seven or eight
things. Korea was good about forwarding and Keith's #9 and Dad's

#5 were here, along with some film I had had developed and despaired
of ever seeing again. Dad's #6 and Keith's #12 were here, too. I
thought you might be interested in seeing again how you addressed
#6, Dad, so it is enclosed. For your information, Keith's #12
mailed 1/8 arrived here 1/13, #9 posted 12/21 was posted Seould

1/4 and arrived here 1/12, bad's #5 posted 12/22 was posted

Seoul 12/31 arriving here 1/11, and #6 posted 1/3 arrived Manila
1/11. A little irregular, but it's getting faster.

A couple of details. Keith, I have paid society for scon. wvev't
dues for three years, but their special concession in giving me a
student rate considering my draft position at that time (I had paid
the full rate). I have a letter from them somewhere. Yerhaps 1
should just straighten it out myself when I return if it's already
paid. Keep the cancelled check of course. wad, . have not received
anything from Arthur and would appreciate news of him if you can
copy his letter or something.

50 good to hear all the news from home. Sorry about Capt'n Hook.
He certainly was long-lived though. 1 hope mother writed from
the ralkland islands., Probably too late for me to try to write
her there or in BarBados since I don't have addresses. nhere is
she staying in parbados? ‘

So thanks again so many times for the news and thoughts and keeping

everything in order.
much love,

PS. Keith--in light of the request from the House to take pictures
of Baha'i endowments, i wonder if you could go Xkrmgmh through the
three rolls of slides i sent from Japan (#J) when they arrive and
pull out any that look like slides of Baha'i buildings and send them
to me at Haifa, carefully wrapped, in time to arrive early April.

Also I could use about 30 more business cards, perhaps ten or fifteen
at a time in different letters if that's easier. Thanks.,.
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-~ Jamary 30, 1973
Saigon
Dearest brother Tony, Allah-u-4bha!

It looks like the posteard from Sa gon you requested will turn into a
letter, Hore thatts a11 right,

Fate finds me seated at a Royal typewriter (that doesn't w ric too wekl)
marked "Property of U,S, Gov't AID", in the home of an Americm dental
surgefon Bahali in the middle of Saigon (near as I can tell on my Pfirst
night here), He himself ig in Kud & Lumpur, were his wife is (member of
NSA of Malaysia) and where T Stayed, with them, last night, Behind ¢ on
one of his hmuf beds are a few hundred wlor slides, all spread out, showing

and the feeling of a country at war is very obvious as you pass by brightly
1it compounds, barbed wire fences, chedt points in tie dark, md armed guards
everyvhere, It will be a lorg time before the country knows any real peace,

Having just arrived, I haven't yet contaeted the Baha'is, In the morning I
shall phone the Center and hope to cateh Aux, Bd, Member Van Loi who knows
English (one of the few around who does, Im told) and vho was recommended

to me both by Cows ellor Peyman in Indonesia and Hand of the Cause Collis
Featherstone (wvhom T saw in Singapore a few 3 s ago)s Both of them warned
me to expect some mroblems hereg mnfidentielly, the House foumi it necessary
a few months ago to remove four members of the NSA who domihated things, md
the community is evidently still divided and having problems, Korea had two
removed this year, add I'm told the thole Indion NSA was dissolved and reelected
last year, It!s wonderful how much on top of % things the House is these
days, but its cetions are sometimes rather much like a good whipping in the
ba ck shed, Nedded, b ut painful,

This kind of problen is sad, but not nearly as sad as the plight of the Moslem
countries where the Fagth is persecuted ad barmed, In Indonesia the Faith had
perhaps 10,000 followers when e Faithwas barmed and now there is hardly any
activity, fThe star community of Kast Asia, lidlaysia, has to tiptoe very lightly
80 as nmot to attract attention md the wrath of the Moslem gov't, In Afriea
too the influence of the Arab countries is being felt and not only are the
Bahalis persecuted (i.e, in the Moslem comtries) but they are unable +o go to
Israel as well, dépglomatic relations having been severed, Itts really hearte
breaking to see these comntries left behind amd deprived of the Light by their
own inevitable folly,

But youtll be hapry to know that therc are many exeitirg things happening, and
eéven your own efforts have had a very real impaet here., In a @enter near Kuala
Lumpur I couldn!% help but see your little deepening cards and the fwmk folde

out pamphlet prominentfly displayed on their bulletin board, and a stack of the
card packets there to be used, (Did Jou see the French version in France?)

And in Mindmao, Philippines (vhere ihe Iranians were killed), three da 8 after
I sang for an hour for about 800 students, the classrooms of the University of
Minda no were hea rd enlived W th the sounds of "world, world, world , world® in
rounds, for fiftcen minutes, while the students were waitin: for their teacher,
That was the first of several sangs I taight them, It is 2lso being sung in nany
other places,b eing an ided thing for people to learn in a group (as you know),
S50 I often think of your spirit here enjoying the ironies of the Bahali world,

Will have to save other news for same other time, Too much to put lere, Thanks
ever so much for your letters, and be assured of my prayers,
Baha'i love and greetings,
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~ certain activities, like a Baha'i school, assemblies, feasts, etc, are

N

No. 16

February 8 6, 1973
Bangkok

Dear Dad and Keith,

Well! Here I am in the Baha'i Center in Bangkok, after an eventful

day in Cambojfdia and a few in Saigon. Perhaps you have received my
nugber 15 from Saigon, mailed 1%}0. Keith, your no., 17 was one of the
two letters in Saigon when I arrived, being held by the secretary.
(They finally found a key to get at them, even though the secretary was
away, Clese call,) Haven't received anything here yet, but they say
the mail is slow,

I think I described a little about Saigon in the letter I sent from
‘ there, Hope it reaches you alright, since mail is censored in all
. these countries. (I'm giving this to a friend who is going to Hong
7 Kong in a couple days so it will reach ydu faster,) So sad x to see
~~what I'm told was once a beautiful city ruined by so many years of
war, Really a junk heap now, dirty and unpleasant, and horribly gon-
~gested. Fighting continued in the country but it is heped that things
will get more peaceful in a few weeks as the observefs get into pmimktx
position,

J

Khmer was most interesting, I stayed with Ameriecan pioneers who have
been in these countries and in Tchad for the past 15 years, While they
were away in Africa, in 1966, Sihanouk decided to make the Baha'is a
scapegoat and on a pretext of meeting without permission (which had in
fact been granted verbally) he arrested three of the Baha'is and threw
© them in his leathsome central prison, where something like a hundred
criminals were in one room with big bugs, pig's foed to eat, etc. They
were there threqér four weeks and following that were followed everywhere
The Baha'is were accused of being linked with the
CIA (here in Thailand the authoriéies are afraid it is communist!)., Seo
the two or more thousand Baha'is all went underground er disappeared and
of course the 9 assemblies vanished, One of the Baha'is whe had been
Jailed escaped to Vietnam dressed as a Buddhist monk,

3

J

Now that Sihanouk is in exile the Baha'is have petitioned for recegnition
again, and the pieneers are back (one family only)., So far no recegnitien
80 no activities, but hopes are high, We umx wnm went to visit the

sx ryyal palance and were granted a special visit to Sihaneuks champers.
So strange so see his bed, dining roem, office, etc,, which he is net

free to return to, whaxm while with us was one of the Baha'is whom he
Strange
the way Baha'u'llah works sometimes,

Here in Thailand the Faith also does not yet have recognition though

legal, Se I have decided to go up to Laos by bus tonight and will return
on Friday for a couple days here, then proceed as scheduled to Rangoon,
By the time you get this the next place to reach me will be Delhi., Mail
is slow in India, I'm told, Where isn't it?

~ By the way, if you don't get a bill for the enclosed cash advance within
& month and a half or se you might ask them to check on it. They may net
have the new address right, and finance charges will accumulate if unpaid.

Hope all is well there, Thanks for the letter, and write when you can,

Much love,

-

/_/‘ (@RS ,‘;
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KEITH DAHL

POBOX 3713 &

CARMELCALIFORNIA

PLEASE SEND BELHI AIRMAIL REGISTERED WELL

PACKED INSURED TEN EH FIVE KODACHROME TEN TRIX

% - TWENTYFIVE PK36 TWO TDK C-120 TWO BASF

® 5 C-120 FOUR AMPEX C-60 FIFTEEN PASSPORT PHOTOS LOVE
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25 February 1973
Kathmandu

Dear Brother Keith, Allah-u—Abha!

I'm here in Kathmandu now, staying with Dawn and April (who is
visiting for a few weeks from Vamoouver with little baby daughter).
Both are well and send there love and greetings. Xxt It's like

0ld times in Carmel again, except the se#ting is somewhat different,

There have been some real experiences for me since I last wrote, from
Bangkok. 1I'11 try to describe them more fully elsewhere. Burma is

a unique experience, having been virtually isolated from the rest of
the world under communist rule for the past 15 years or so, and with
almost no material progress made since the British left the once

large and cosmopolital city of Rangoon in, I believe, 1948. So one
has the feeling there of stepping back in history, in a very strange ?
way. Through various means it was arranged for me to visit the Baha'i
village of Dedainow some two hours from Rangoon. (Foreigners are
technically not allowe &m to travel outside three tourist cities,)
Never have I seen such beautiful village countryside. Took many yiem
pictures which I hope came out and I can share with you sometime.

Then I was theee days in Calcutta, Whe worst city in the world. That

I shall have to describe at some other time~-too much for here. Also
squeezed in two days in Dacca, Bangladesh, a most interesting visit

to an absolutedly beautiful community of Bahafis in a country momentarity
very open to the Faith since they are Muslim but just fought a war with
a Muslim cowtry so they are not at the moment very attached to their
religion. At least this is t rue of the youth, especially those I talked
with at the university. And the Baha'i Center in Dacca, purchased just
before the war at the request of the House, is one of the most beautiful
anywhere-~very spacious, with living quarters, patio and garden, and

a pond in back shared with neighbours.

Now Nepal, home of the greatest of all mountains anywhere. This is
truly one of the ideal tourist spots, rivalling Switzerland, and I am
thoroughly enjoying my stay (which I think of as something of a rest).
I arrived late, and they were already under way with their first
deepening institute with friends having come from some distance by bus.
Lovely native people here, with a quaintness that can only be conveyed
by pictures. And Dawn's restaurant is a delight, just like it was
plucked from Exrmmi Carmel--somewhat incongruous here but a real treat.
There's a whole army of about 15 young Baha'is working there, and the .
place is always packed with hippies and legits eating the only decent
food in town (outside of the expensive hotéds),

S0 on to business, since the hour is drawing late and I'm off with
April and a couple other Baha'is in the morning to go "trekking" near
Everest. Your numbers 20 and 21 were here when I arrived which makes
me complete to 21, Also a letter from Mom from Falkland Islands, very
niee and good to share with the friends here. . :

I hope you received my cable from Calcutta asking for film and stuff,
The price here for such things is twike what I paid, so the value to
me of the stuff requested is about $200. I hope you insured for about
$100, which is the cost value. If you didn't get the cable the stuff
requested was 10 roals EH, 5 KX, 25 PK36 mailers total (ineld. 10
already requested, I think), 10 TX, 2 TDK C-120 cassettes, 2 BASF
C-120, 4 Ampex C=60, 15 passport size photos from the envelope.

If this stuff has not been sent to India it should be sent to Iran at
the following address, which is the best to use for all mail:

*
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c/o Foad Katirai )

igZngézﬁziigeCorp. cable: Katirai Teheran

Tehran, Iran tel. 310-990 or 312~959

If you can tape things together before putting them in the mailer

they will get banged around less and are more likely to survive,

Mails are rough in this part of the world. Also parcels should be

well s=aix xfm sealed to all countries except Israel, which probably
means you can't use small packet rate. Registry is a must for valuable
packages like these. ) :

To Haifa, c/o House of Justice, I shall need the following:
remaining KX (about 5 rolls)
15 ER-36
15 X
5 PX
20 PK36 mailers
BASF C-120 cassettes
TDK C~120
Ampex C-60 _
- 3 Ampex C-90 -
C each English song sheef}
remainigg passport and press photos

By sea mail, printed matter rate: (or small packet rate)

10 copies of each printed B&W photo
10 copies press release

VW N N

AY

Cable me if any of this is not clear. I'm running low on film and
the cost of buying it here is very high ($8.00 per roll with processing).,

As for your questions about the taxes:

Sorry about the lack of dmme documentation of my fall work with EPA,
It was paid by EPA and not Interior whatever form they used (EPA has
0ld forms still, I guess). The work was done in October but I don't
know exactly what days they paid me for or how many because I worked
different days: so just put temporary employmmtt in October. If you

think more documentation is required you can contact mg sectretary

Eva ILloyd or my old boss John O'Connor, at EPA, QAP, SSPCP, SDID,
Research Trkiangle Park, N.C. 27711 tel. (Durham) 919~688-8146 and
they can have it cleared up.

The June 30th break for N.C./Cal. residency is what I inflended.

Cancelled checkgs are in storage in Mass. The figure of $105 from
the stubs sounds right. All contributions (I think) were to "ILocal
Bahg'I Fund" (Raleigh). I was saving for the trip. o

U.S. PHS Officer will do, I should think, for occupation. .

Enclosed are itemized -deductib2é& expenses for the present trip up to
end of 1972. Your breakdown of income and deductions looks good.
Check my past forms, in the tax file in your box, for mrepayment last
year towards excess tax. I think I may have had a refund coming and
used it toward the quarterly payment, but I'm not sure.

If you havent received both an AmX and a Bankamericard bill by the
time you get this write me again and I'll write them directly to be )
sure they have the address, It's been given to both.

Enclosed are some Burmese stamps. They didn't have any sets.

By

I hope all is well. My love to everyone.



No. 19 ‘ March 1, 1973  New Delhi
Dear Keith, Mom and Dad, Allah-u~Abha} ‘

Hello, everyone! TI've made it in one piece to India again, and now I'm

banging around alone (actually, with the mmrwfaik caretaker) in the great ohd
Baha'i Center here in New Delhi, : B ‘

Enclosed (with the carbon of this letter) are some stamps from Nepal for the
collectors. The Mongolian stamps are a gift from Dawn for Keith, and the
Bhutan stamps are from me for whoever needs them most., The newspaper you
can pass around to the commumnity; I have kept a copy .for myself. {Note. the
ads.) The photos are proofs, with numbers on the back, and so should be
kept there, as should the address sheet (in case T lose the.copy I have with
me). The posteards I would like to keep but you can all’look at them, of
course, Naturally it was clouddy while T was in Nepal, like it always is
in Switzerland, so I mever really saw the full grandeur of the mouhtains,
But the valley scenery is remarkably beautiful, with thousands of terraces
sometimes taller than they are wide, growing wheat this time of year, And
as I was taking off thismorning I caught a glimpse 80 miles in the digtance
of Everest., :

Keith, your numbers 22 and 25 were here today when I arrived (the latter

mailed the 23rd--very good time), as was the parcel with photo precess mailers
(no. 24? The corner got obliterated)., That means I'm missing 23, I believe,
sénce it was 20 and 21 I got in Kathmandud If it was anything important you can
write pronto or cable here to New Delhi. T'1l be coming back through here for
two -or three days, very likely, before leaving the 17th or 19th. I'm expectedt¥
the parcels 26 and 27 any time.

A letter dated Jan. 25 arrived from you, Mom, from Part Stanley., I think T can
empathize with some of your tests in the Islands, since all islands share some
characteristies. The stamps were carefully peeled off your letter when it
arrived, as were those on Keith's package. Typical of India, _Any letter with
bulk, or parcel, should be sealed with waxéér stickers and tapé)and registered
to prevent pilfering, All the parcels sent out from here are stitched in cloth,

Thismorning I sent number 18 to Keith, with answers to your tax questions, a
better address for Iran (cfo Foad Katirai, Lord Electric Coxp., 49/ Naderi Ave.,
Teheran, Iran tel. 310 990 or £ 312 959 cable KATIRAI TEHERAN), and a list

of things I need in Haifa (remaining KX, 15 ER, 15 TX, 5 PX, 20 PK36 mailers,

2 BASF C-120, 2 TDK C-120, 3 Ampex C-60, 3 Ampex C-90, remaining passport and
press photos all airmail; also sea mail printed rate 10 copies each of printed
B&W 1e§tgr size photos, 10 copies press release, 6 copies both English song -
sheets). . ’

Keith: why should I have sent something to India and Imez? ‘Did they spend tipge
in Burma? Wish I had known. And yes, that is Toni Mantel, Thanks also for all
the continuing news, T

I've already sent and will send some more parcels, all surface., Will send the
particulars when the next ones are sent from here, :

Hope all is well at home, and that Arthur finds some way to get out West. Roger
sent me a lovely well-written letter to accompany a compilation of quotations
he typed for me as a gift for Ayyam-i-Ha. Very nice anft right on time.

: : Much love, 14?7
) - . rl./q'\_/g/_
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21 2 March 1973

New Del{1hi
Dear Family, ) - .

I was just wondering now whether the two letters I sent today were
numbered properly., They should have been number 20, since 19 was a
post card sent from Bax Kathmandu to Pebble Beach, This nubber 20 was
went in duplicate, one an air letter and the other in a registered
gir paxemk packet, so you're sure to get one or the other quickly.

One thing I forgot to mention, Keith. Could you deposit another
$500 in my Coolidge account. I'm down to about $100 there now and
will be withdrawing more in Haifa, Please send confirmation of
deposit, too, as before,

Today parcels § and R were mailed, Q was labelled, and is Baha'i

books from the Publishing Trust here, plus some other things T had,
printed matter. R was unlabelled, and is a big parcel stitched in

cloth containing a Nepali drum, two Burmese shoulder bags, a Burmese
painting, long underwear, a Burmese wood-inlay pimwts piewkx picture,

and two Thai wood sculptures. The drum cost 20 rupees or $2,00, the
shoulder bags together were 36 Kyats or about $7.00, the wood picture
‘was 20 Kyats or about $4.00, the painting was a gift (value about $2.00)
and the sculptures were about $3.00 together. Have you had any questions
from U.S. customs so far? Do I need to provide this info?

0 and P were printed matter sent from §angkok., Nothing very important.
0,P,Q and R were all sent surface so it will be some time before they
a rrive .

I was just talking with the national secretary here. India has about
400,000 adult Baha'is, and over a million if you include the children.
There are 5,000 LSA's exceed the Nine Year Plan goal of 4,000, The
centres number 22;000. There are 10,000 people taking the correspondence
course with only two clerks to correct all the papers, The national
staff is about 8 and the national budget 500,000 Rs. (about $65,000).
That comes to less than 17 cents per adult Baha'i, Ah, well,

~ Tomorrow I leave for Bombay, Poona and Panchgani., Then Ujjain (mass
teaching area) and back to Delhi to get visas about the 15th, Parcels
haven't arrived yet but should before the 15th (God willing). -
T hope all is well. Keep me posted.

Much love,

.

Ps, Ju0 L ém’”% nh [ ?7_,4’_ b el d g Lu(u, “L%: 71%4“%%
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No. 23 , : | : 16 March 1973
- ) New Delhi

Dear Mom, Dad and Keith--

Just a short note to tell you that Dad's second no. 9 and Keith nos.

28 and 29 were here today when I arrived back from Bombay,. . Thanks so
much for the clipping of Seals and Crofts, Dad, What number on the
charts did Summer Breeze finally get tof Marsha Day told me number 6
in December, but it must have gone up if it sold a million. Are any of
their other numbers popular now? Thanks also, Keith, for your notes.
The packages here did arrive okay, as I wrote before;, though‘very banged
up (no damage though}. I hope Israel will not have such customs duty.
Anyway prhaps the House can et exemptlon;’ It seems I have all your
letters thvough 29 except for 23. Was it sent to Nepal or India? What
do you remember from Tonl's letter (in case I never get it)?

Perhaps you got my no. 22, mailed in Poona, and you know that the last
few days have been very demanding. Actually I've been travelling every
day for eight days straight, and travelling in India means very rugged,
zgx crowded and dirty surroundlngs and practlcally no food., But some-
how I've managed to surv1veﬂ a blt jarred but in one piece. Everyone
says the food 1s good in Kabul and the weather cold so it should be a
good rest befare the mad rush of Naw-Ruz in Iran.

My visit of a few hours to Panchgani where the New Era School is was an
absolute sekgith delight., There are some 300 plus students of whom about
half are Baha‘is, and coming from more than a dozen countriesl The school
itself is in a little resort village high in the hills overlooking a great
valley filled with farms—-a lovely scene. And of course the students all
love to sing and to hear about Baha'i activities around thé world, so we had
a great time,

There vere meetlngs in other places too which I won't bother to describe
here.

Off to Afghanistan tomorrow, where I'm told the Baha'is can put me up in
one of their four Haziras, The friends have to be discrete but they have
activities, Should be interesting.

I hdpe ail continues well there, Keep in touch.
Much love, |
. CT?
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May 7, 1973
Haifa

Dear Family, Allah-u-Abha!

Things have been extremely busy, as you can imagine, so it has taken until
now for me to have six hours off to spend at the travel agent working out

my itinerary for Afriea. (Six Hands came in in ten minutes, including Bill
Sears, Mr. Faizi, John Robarts, etc. Not many places you have such company. )
Now the first draft it typed up ® ready for mailing to NSAs, and you'll find
a copy enclosed . Also a list of addresses, NOT TO BE CUPIED OR ODISTRIBUTED.
Allow about two weeks for mails, and keep in mind that Rhodesia and South
Africa are the most developed countries and therefore probably have the best
mails. I would expect Accra, Abidjan and Monrovia to be better than other

k West African countries, too.

I shall shortly be sending a package or packages airmail with original tapes

and slides. Will send particulars when they are sent. Flease drop me a note

to confirm receipt when they arrive.

Keith: please deposit another #500 in the Coolidge account, and send confirmation.
I trust everything else is in order. Let me know if you have any questions.
Keith: do you have any literature from Harvard which gives the registr.tion

date for Graddete students? If they have sent a catalogme for next year or

this year it should be in it. 1 would appreciate knowing.

Peaple keep asking me to remember them to you, Mom and Dad. Ali Nakhjavani
was the last.

The almost 40 Counsellors and 16 Hands have stayed on for a week of consultation,
and one is constantly bumping into them. UQuite an invironment. Kiva Films has
been here also filming.

I hope, as ususl, that all is well. Keep me posted on interesting developments,

Much love,



ey J L
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May 9, 1973
Haifa

Dear Folks at Home:

Herxe's the next installment of my itinerary to Africa, and corrections of
the first page. Hope you have received the addresses, sént a couple days ago.
If not cable me c/o NSA of Nairobi (BAHAIFAITH NAIROBI).

My flight from Athens to Asmara stops in Cairc, and I have an Israeli stamp in
my passport. I hope to unforeseen circumstance arfises there.

If you could, please, Keith, take the saiax film remaining kkxmxxakixihexkRxmz
kixfkim in your box on a relatively dry day (ki.e. not during a storm), wrap it
in plastic freezer bags, and put it in the freezer. This arrests deterioration,
which is now setting in. Many thanks.

five
Also it would be nice if you could send £fw press releases to 5. Africa when you're
sending something elss. Or maybe it's better to send them to Rhodesia if you have
time.

Many thanks., Hope to hear from you all soon.

Much love,

F.s. Col. Khazeh sends his greetings.
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Mbabane, Swazila nd

Dear Toni, AllahiutAbhd!

Greetings from Swaziland! Your letter of May 30th reached me here, via my
brother in California. Glad it got through this time.

Sounds from your letter that things are still slow and patient in Taiwan.
God willing, at some point things will really péck up and the snow-ball
will begin to grow, like it has in sqﬁ many other places in the last five™
years. Really I've been tremendously impressed to xhe see the world
Bahd'i{ community from the vantage point of having visited many countries,
and seeing the International Convention. There have been tremendous
strides during the last years of the Plan in really establiishing the Faith,
on a firm and indeégenous foundation, in practiwally every corner of the
globe. Of course, there are still a number of coutries that are very weak,
including several in Southeast Asia, a sprinkling here in Africa,{and T
suppose Talvan) When we get those buckled in, with native Baha'is mostly
at the helm, won't we be ready then for the great calamity? When it comes,
as fhoghi Effendi has promised it will be the hour of our greatest
opportunities. A lot of the barriers will be broken down and we can
really begin to function as we ought.

This last few days I spent with Counsellor Shidan Fat'he-aazam (brother to
Hooshmand on the House of Justice). I joined him at his home in Rhodesia,
and drove with him to Lesotho. It was my first experience seeing at first
hand what the function of protectién vested in the Hands and the Cousellors
and their Boards is really all about. Shidan kind of drafted me as a deputy .
to help (only stightly and briefly) with a horrible mess that has developed
in Lesotho, 'involving electioneering, misuse of Baha'i funds, a compigtely
incompetent NSA, bickering, feuding, accusﬁatlons, etc. etc. The Hous %gas
taken action and the Coupmellors had to implement. It's of course a long.
story, but it has been fascinating to see how necesary the Counsellors ar :
in such qltuatlons, providing firm implementation of decisions from the Ho se,'
and accurate reports to the House, while still creating an atmosphere o£ g
and understanding (which = is extremqﬁly difficult when the wings of stfong\
and rebelliocus personalities are being clipped). Throughout this trip my \\;
admiration and wonder axk the institution of the Cousellors has increased -
wibhout measure.

Your work seems to be of that special brand that is so difficult: patient
self-sacrificial service. I'm sorry to hear that Shahin has gone to Iran;
though I'm sure a vacation, change of scene, and maybe new friends will be
good for her, if she is sure to escape there again. When I was there I saw
a number of people trapped there by one thing or another who could be rendering
great services elsewhere (or I should say much greater services elsewhere)-
God willing you too will have an opportunity for a change of scene, which I
should think would be much needed after so long in that part of the world.
Africa, by the way, is a fantastically beautiful country, in people and geo-
graphy, and the teaching here is most uplifting and rewarding, the field
immense. Many pioneers have left at the end of the Plan. Wonderful for the
sould to come here!

Take care, and be asmured of my prayers. Bahd'i‘greetings,
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29 Junz 1973
Lusaka, 7Zanbia

Dear ¥eith, iom and Dad,

Greetinss from central Africa! As fate would have it, my
flight thisevening to Xinshasa has “ecen rerow ed tn overfly
Kinshasa and go directily to Romz, so Alitalia is flying me’
to Rom free of charge, giving me a hotel room durins tne day
tomorrow, an' then flyin me overnight again to Xinshasa.
Tngt's tire ?,?1 ™, to have a day in civilirat on again,
%?avgiigggehggériohzs a law that has been worrying.ma, tnat
rend 40 dollars per day while in tre
country. If I can't arrange something turouh the 3aha'is

this could get very =xpensive. 30 now I M ve ohly two days
to w rry ah>ut rathser than fur.

Alsn thg Banijii there m ve %;rphqm so I just hope they have
received my l2 tter and cables, and they cet tne : i .
If not it %ill take a w ile wﬁn only ayP?O? ng gdgﬁggssggalght
find tnem. Ah, well. That's not &as bad as connecting through
from Kinshasa on Tuwesday via Cameroon and Santa Isobel to
Rio Muni. The Baha'is in Cameroon have to give me Zquatorial
Guinea addresses as I whip through Yaounde. And I have to
switch from French to Spanish and back to French. Should be
inweresting. Also in Zq atorial Guinea religious meetings are
not alloved except in a building for that ¥Wpumose, so no
meetings can be held amonz Bana'is xm or to teach the Faith
unless there is a Center. ( unsellor Samandari said he hoped
%ne%hgo%ld have purchased a cem er with tTunds from the Howme

y M that I get tere.

sorry about this typewriter. It's rather nld and seemstn
skip a lot. It's a so dark here =and I can't see what's coming
out very well.

Keith: 4nclosed is a check to devposit in my accoum . I hope
you received wrd all risht already to depogit 300 dollarsg in
my Coolidge account. I may be neédddg to draw on it in Ghana,
wnich is not very long from now, No mail has arrived in
Jotswana or Zambia.

Hzre in Lusaka I've been staying with the head ensgineer for
the national TV, an Iranian pioneer. 30 he arranged a 20
minw e national radio interview and 6 minutes on their daily
"tonight show'". The latter was very successful, and has been
videotaped and is going to the House of Justice together with
a program May Hofman did wnile she was here some months ago.

That a delight to have a day in Rome to look forward to! Africa
gets a little isolated after a while, and tuere's worse ahead.

I've also md time here, with a better typewriter, t» catcn uo

on reports and advance corresnondence. House
and Baha'i News @ ote from my reports | hgwe ‘fo pd Kooy the Hont

7
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#43 | 14 July 1973
ECE T e Accra,%‘ 5]

Allah-u-Abhal

I'm, not:sure whether I numbered the letter in.the
Memling Hotel envelope, mailed from Cotonou on the
10th. Anyway, I forgot to write it down, but I
;Zink»itkﬁhould have been #42, which makes this

3 . ) ’ ' : :

Your numbers 50 through 53 have all arrived with

great regularity. To answer your questions: #s

was letters, receipts and maps mailed from Delhi

There was, T believe, a map of India which should

be distinctive. #EE was papers, sent May 28th

from Dar (I presume surface). Other more recent

parcels: BT S
GG sugar bowl, misec. surface June 5 Salisbury

HH slides surface June 21 Johannesbg
IT slides and beads " " "

JJ hooks " " " p
KK papers . o " o M
~LL papers - oo June 30.. Rome ... -

" HH, II and KK were registered. I hope you have also
received by #41 from Rome, airmail letter with a
small chedk in it.

So sorry to hear about the Carmel office. KXeep me
posted on your own prospects, etc. Hope you had a
good visit to Wawona. Lovely place. Sometimes whi’="
travelling I dream of a little peace, rest and

tranguility.-

Here in Ghana I'm staying with an American family in
a very comfortable, quiet apartment, and since I came
early T have a.few days to write letters, reports, and
Just catch my breath. Cameroun, Dahomey and Togo were
all very hot, exhausting and somewhat frustrating, esr
the latter two. Freénch countries tend to be difficult
Ghana 1s cooler-but sunny, more developed (though you
still can't get anything done). The Faith is at

early stages in all these ceuntries, and most of the
pioneers are leaving at the end of the Plan.

I haven't been able to confirm yet with the airlines,
but I'm hoping to move up my schedule as foldows:
19th to Abidjan, 21st to Monrovia, 23rd to Freetown,
- 24th to Bathurst, 26th to Dakar, 27th.to. Nouakchott, -
28th to Las Palmas, 31st to Casablance, 1st to Lisbon,
5rd to Madrid, 5th to Zurich. After that my schedule
depends on consultations with European N3SAs, so
tentatively leave Zurich the last place for mail unti:
you hear from me.

£

I hope you, Mom and Dad are all well and happy. Tell
Dad to write me if there's any doubt about the con=-
dition of my car since I'll want to drive it back to
Mass. in early Sept.

“uch love,
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